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Introduction  

 

It is widely believed that in the process of higher education 

reform the problems of educational content for future professionals 

should be seriously considered.This is associated with high 

spiritual values, encouraging young people to respect their rich 

cultural heritage and national traditions. 

The problem of creating educational content for higher 

education is, in particular, that the basic concepts of didactics in 

the light of modern educational trends are one of the most 

important problems of pedagogical science. 

In the instructional curriculum this problem is 

comprehensively considered in the context of the main problems 

of education: the purpose of education, principles of teaching and 

didactic laws of the educational process, the methods and the 

means of education which follow from the representation of the 

integrity of the educational process. 

Updating the content of language learning enhances the 

quality of education and allows students to discover their ability to 

navigate the competitive high-tech world. It seems likely that the 

problem is considered to be a means of personal development and 

the professional formation of a core culture. This paper will 

discuss how and why the updating of the content of language 

learning from a position of cultural and regional 

approaches can create social, communicative and cognitive 
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interest and linguistic accuracy in a second language as 

well.  

 

Literature review 

 

 The fundamental principle of updating the educational content 

of the higher education can be personal orientation. Thissuggests 

that the development of students‟ creative abilities and 

individualization of their educationcan take into account their 

interests and aptitudes. These principles are better achieved 

through the study of languages. According to the Russian scientist 

Avrorin (2000) “it has communication, information, educational, 

developmental, cultural studies and humanitarian functions”.  

Kramsch(1998) also claims that language expresses, embodies and 

symbolizes cultural reality. Therefore it would be preferable to 

update and renew the educational content of languages as well.  

It seems likely that different cultures have different attitudes 

to cultural studies. For example, in Britain language teaching 

appears to have neglected cultural studies.Byram (1994) also 

claims that the major innovation of the national curriculum is the 

introduction of the concept of “cultural awareness” and 

recommendations for a comparative methodology. However in 

Kazakhstan, the regional and cultural component in the 

teachingprocess must be founded on modern conceptions of ethnic 

identity to represent a clearly identified social and cultural system. 

This would ensure the involvement of the individual in 

developments in national and world culture and to create proper 

conditions for joining the world culture. The following important 

issues must be considered as the principal features of education: 

– The aggregation of ideas, viewpoints, theories of 

socialization, development, cultivation, education and training of a 

person, grounded in the national and cultural pattern, and thus 

defining educational policy of a given state; 

– A process and outcome of education and training of a 

student as one belonging to a given nation or ethnic group; 

– A system of cultural continuity, proper meeting ethnic and 

cultural demands of a person; 

– Ethnic and cultural tradition and language;  

– A system of folk ideals, values, moral standards and 

requisites; 

– The level of development of modern culture. 

(Kendirbekova, 2002) 

This principal feature defines real ethnic and cultural trends 

and goals of education as well as ascertaining the true position of a 

person as a citizen of a multinationalcountry ready for self-



determination in the existing conditions and environment of global 

civilization. Hence the valuable ingredient of education 

presupposes taking into consideration the concerns of a person as 

one belonging to an ethnic group and a citizen of Kazakhstan and 

the world as a whole.    

In the existing conditions and environment of the 

multinational country, it is essential to take into account the 

concerns of an ethnic group as an active participant in the 

educational domain. Therefore one of the principal problems is to 

balance the demands and concerns of person, ethnic group, 

society and country as awhole. The culture of a person is thus an 

apex upon which all aspects and levels of both individual and 

group cultures are focused. Having a national culture that is one 

of the most stable human communities is a significant factorfor 

personal development. The Kazakh scientist Bozhbanova (1998) 

believes that there is an urgent need for the selection of proper 

components of a national culture and to make arrangements for 

their comprehensive inclusioninto the educational process in an 

educational institution.  

Therefore, the individual as participant in cultural 

developments is quite a complex and multileveled phenomenon to 

handle, including ethnic, national, educational, religious, and other 

aspects. All aspects, levels and developments of humane? and 

group cultures are focused upon the individual. However, 

national culture is a fundamental level of culture formation in 

a given person. The development of educational process in this 

direction must be a comprehensive and systematic one involving 

such components as goals, principles, content, methods, means 

and forms.   

Reformation of education requires the gaining of 

fundamental and universal knowledge and its proper 

implementation via existing educational conventions. 

Concerning this issue, it is clearly defined in the Conception of 

Humanitarian Education in Kazakhstan Republic(1994): “Since 

the former system of education in the Republic has been mainly 

orientated on exemplified scientific knowledge of the past without 

properly taking into account the nature of a human being and 

his/her life concerns and demands, true cultural values which in 

turn have led to the formal unification of education and therefore 

to the uniform assumptions and standards, … it is necessary to 

critically revise the existing pedagogical trends and 

methodologies  and, having retained all that isvaluable and 

beneficial, and reform them in pursuance of  ethnic demands of 

wide and varied audience.”  

 

Methodology 



 

The content of subjects can vary in the following areas: 

updating training material in accordance with the changes in the 

world and the achievements of basic sciences; the inclusion of new 

sections and topics necessary for life in a modern society with the 

cultural significance and thedeletion of obsolete sections. 

The educationalcontent of a foreign language is understood as 

the totality of what students should learn. The quality and level of 

foreign language should be consistent with the training in the 

given institution. In other words, the educational content is all that 

is involved in the activity of the teacher, students‟ learning 

activities, the educational material that is the content of the subject 

which includes substantive and procedural aspects and the process 

of its assimilation.  

The current situation in the country‟s education can be 

characterized by the presence of such negative trends that have 

emerged in the last decade as 

 - The underperformance of the educational systemwhen 

compared with the level of improvement in scientific and cultural 

potential of the region; 

 - The lack of progress from the mainstream of the social and 

economic development of the region. 

The training of multilingual specialists and the revival of 

national languages, history, culture and traditions of the region 

cannot occur in isolation from these processes. 

The future specialist should be the zealous owner in a region 

caring for the unceasing development of the material and cultural 

wealth, and respectful of the nature of the region. He or she should 

also be an active citizen, respectful of history, national 

characteristics and the labor traditions of the people. 

The knowledge and skills activities of this kind can only be 

gained by studying the cultural and regional component of human 

knowledge. 

 

Discussion 

 

Language is the most comprehensive factor of culture. It is 

widely known that a person is the principal character in 

communication process, and language is instrumental in oral 

communication between persons. The higher the difference 

between languages and cultures, the more complicated the process 

of learning a foreign language as a means of oral communication. 

Interethnic communication is comprehensive and effected in an 

interrelated „person – language – culture‟ system. A bilingual 

speakerwho is familiar with of two cultures is the principal 



character in interethnic communication. Language reflects all 

existing cultural features of a given ethnic group, and in turn is an 

integral part of this culture. It should be noted that cutting-edge 

educational technologies, the ethnic cultural ones in particular, are 

key instrumental factors in further democratization of the education 

process.   

For the time being the active renaissance of cultural and 

historical heritage continues, and in the ethnic culture a language 

teacher should always find some fascinating material that must be 

skillfully and efficiently employed in foreign language classes.   It 

will surely allow to beneficially joining tradition and gained ethnic 

pedagogical experience, foreign languages teaching methodologies 

in proper handlingand solving the existing teaching and 

educational issues and problems raised by society from the cultural 

viewpoint.  

Traditional foreign language classes have some great 

opportunities availableto them. It is supposed to consider person 

as an adept of original ethnic culture conveyed via 

language.Individual development and moral culture formation 

processes are possible in oral communication. Therefore the role 

of ethnic and cultural and local knowledge, or area 

studies,perceived in verbal form is really considerable in oral 

communication. Ethnic and local culture comprehended as a 

system of defined cultural values, forms of social activity 

inherent in a given ethnic groupfavours the proper formation of 

good individual qualities in a person.  Thereforethe cultural and 

regional component must be an integral and valuable part in 

thewhole language learningprocess being developed for future 

professionals. It would secure the formation of professionally 

pedagogical function of an organizer of intercultural intercourse 

well-grounded on the competence of students in communication 

via foreign language as well as their readiness to maintain a 

dialogue of culture in various situations with due regard for local 

features of a given region.  

The need to study cultural and regional material in the overall 

process of training professionals is thus the top priority task of 

educational policy, and has been generally recognized in foreign 

language classes.  However pedagogical practice bears witness to 

the fact that the studying of cultural material as discussed above 

still leaves much to be desired. Implementation of the area studies 

in teaching foreign language is called for by the very nature of 

language as a means of communication and establishing 

confidential international relations as has been observed during 

many years of teaching foreign language in many countries.The 

need of teaching foreign language through the instrumentality of 

culture of the country which language is to be learnt. In this 



matter, a central principle is the ability of a student to compare the 

social and cultural experience of people speaking a language to 

be learnt with that of hisorher native people. 

The cultural and regional component provides for an 

opportunity to introduce intothe teaching process materials related 

to traditions, culture of a given region, and which defines values, 

area studies and knowledge, actual conditions, practically oriented 

issues, attractiveness of the training and educational aids and 

materials as a whole.   

It is necessary to take into account the specificity of foreign 

language learning. Therefore we should make a creative approach 

to the teaching speech acts. Hinkel (1999) claims that teaching 

speech activities can be largely divided into three broad categories: 

1. Cognitive awareness; 2. Receptive skill development and 3. 

Productive use. In our case productive use is more available 

because the texts with cultural and regional content are a good 

didactic material for a variety of exercises to develop students‟ 

language skills. 

Having clarified the importance of cultural and regional 

material in the learning process, it is important to emphasise the 

different types of educational activities using regional material, 

which broadens the spectrum of how to learn. For example, for 

listening- taking advantage of regional media facilities, such as the 

radio, are possible to use. For reading- study of city maps can be 

provided or analyzing local newspaper articles. For speaking - 

guided dialogues and role-playing might be useful to develop 

language fluency and accuracy, and writing can include some 

preparations of abstracts or writing on specific topics.  

It is argued here that it is impossible to use only regional 

material in the learning process because it does not contain all 

necessary parts of English grammar and vocabulary.  However, 

regional material cannot be obligatory and will never replace other 

aids and means of foreign language teaching processes. Whilst not 

fully effective individually for developing foreign language, the 

cultural and regional component is considered as a factor in 

upgrading the competence of students of non-linguistic specialties 

in foreign language communication as well as a prerequisite for 

formation of values and attitudes in these students towards local 

culture along with their readiness for intercultural interaction.  

Awareness of what makes two cultures alike and at the same time 

different is the basis of intercultural mutual understanding.  

Resemblance is usually revealed during examination of 

differences. Comparison of cultures provides a foundation for 

quick and better understanding of representatives of other cultures. 

Taking the aforesaid into account, it is obvious that knowledge of 

cultural and regional material serves not only as a true sign of 



personal values but also as a special perceptive component in the 

overall process of learning foreign languages. Lack of a cultural 

component in the education process as a whole and in learning 

foreign languages in particular eventually results in poor 

vocabulary of foreign language as well as the mother tongue.   

In the existing curriculum of teaching foreign languages in 

school as well as in higher education institutes there is quite 

enough time devoted to the mixed classes on linguistic and area 

studies. Though the mixed classes on linguistic and area studies do 

not take into account studies of regional material concerning the 

home area, i.e., regions of Kazakhstan in our case. As a result 

students are able to tell a lot about culture, geography, political 

issues of a country the language of which they are learning but at 

the same time they do not have proper knowledge of their home 

area or region. Taking into account the vast reaches of Kazakhstan 

one may suppose there is the absolute lack of knowledge of some 

key regional or area history, culture, customs, traditions, etc. 

Students often impress foreign visitors with their profound 

knowledge of their home country. But at the same time, when the 

foreigner visitors ask students to talk in detail about the reality of 

their own country, these students fall into state of uncertainty. It 

happens because limited time and attention in foreign language 

curricula are devoted to the study of ahome area or region and its 

culture by means of comparing two languages and two cultures. 

As a result of this fact, students are rarely able to properly describe 

some key facts and events of culture or history of their home area 

or region by means of foreign language. Therefore in the course of 

real communication process they are not able to convey some key 

distinctive features and qualities thus making them known and 

included into the treasury of world culture. In this connection one 

of the key problems in proper revision and updating the existing 

curricula of teaching foreign language is the further development 

of basic principles of describing home culture, history, customs, 

traditions as well as    historical figures using proper terminology. 

The development of communication abilities of students will thus 

implement foreign language in situations when it comes to 

speaking foreign languages using properly acquired regional 

knowledge. Herewith not only the adaptation of information on a 

given home region or area are provided for but also full awareness 

of historical figures, monuments and sites. This also allows for 

knowledge of the core of the problems of history which the 

inhabitants of the studied region have encountered, comprehension 

of national customs and traditions along with their educational 

values, development of culture and civilization including their 

scrutinizing in the light of the world culture.     



 However modern higher education practice shows the lack of 

materials on regional issues in the texts in foreign language. 

Teaching is thus often reduced to reading a text about a home 

followed up by its reciting. Just a partial representation of regional 

information has led to the situation where students know 

comparatively well about the world as a whole but badly about 

their home area and its proper features and qualities concerning 

environment, social and cultural developments.     

 The requirements of content and curriculum are defined by 

foreign language teaching grounded on the principle of a dialogue 

of cultures as well as the actual necessity of adequate formation of 

abilities to arrange and carry on intercultural communication with 

the representatives of a country the language of which they are 

learning. The regional component and its introduction into foreign 

language teaching process should define the curriculum in both 

linguistic and nonlinguistic higher education institutes.     

The implementation of the regional principle presupposes 

not only mandatory and firsthand perception by students of 

objects, matters and processes of the reality, i.e., actual social, 

cultural, and natural and industrial problems of their home area or 

region along with establishing their proper correlation, but also 

feasible educational and scientific investigation of the mentioned 

objects, matters and processes. From this viewpoint, the 

involvement of regional component in educational systems 

presupposes the definition of national and regional specific 

features of education in the humanities along with its active 

implementation in the education process.      

Actual intercultural communication as a form of intercourse 

between representatives of various languages and cultures is being 

fully and efficiently implemented in case and under certain 

conditions providing considerable space for the native national 

culture.  

 National cultureis a part of the universal humanitarian culture 

of a person, which   can be understood as an extent of perception 

of values common to all mankind, standards and accomplishments 

of cultural heritage of mankind determining theextent of    

personal development of an individual. 

 Thus“notion of your ethnic group” national self-identification, 

attitude toward your people, practical turn of national self-

consciousness, and the creative activity of an individual are the 

principal levels of development and formation of national self-

consciousness.    

 The process of formation of national self-consciousnessbears 

in itself the humanistic nature which is particularly important in 



the modern conditions of the further humanization of education 

process.    

 In the present time it is acknowledged and proved that the 

existing curriculum of education in the humanities is the key 

constituent in the overall humanization of the higher education 

domain and the society as a whole. Humanismis one of the 

fundamental features of   human   consciousness the very essence 

of whichconsists in recognition of a human being as the supreme 

value.   

 We perceive humanization in nonlinguistic higher education 

institutes in the   conditions of involving cultural component into 

the process of foreign language teaching as renovation and 

completion with texts contributing to the upgrading of universal 

and national culture of professionals and securing beneficial 

connection between education and social and cultural 

environments. 

 We believe that the proper analysis of education in the 

humanities provides a solid ground for proposing a number of 

approaches to humanitarian principles and practices in higher 

education in view of involving regional component and 

humanization. 

1. Formation of proper knowledgeof human being as an individual 

is the principle task. 

2. Future professional mainly encounters human 

problemsand therefore he/she also must be ready to work in the 

environment of ethnic and cultural diversity in a team in the time 

and conditions of ever increasing international contacts, relations, 

etc.   

One of the most important goals of the humanization of 

the education process and education of rising generation is the 

perception of the cultural heritage and revealing its true value.  

 

Conclusion 

 

The language component of the national culture of students 

becomes the most important issue of their cultural and educational 

needs. Subsequently, it leads to developing these needs and 

concerns towards languages as a means of intercourse between 

nations and ethnic groups. The study of culture should be 

combined with a study of language.  

Regional and cultural component in language training should 

also be taken into account- on the one hand, intercultural mutual 

understanding on the other hand,  respect of history, national 

characteristics and labor traditions of the people. 



Education through the instrumentality of history has been 

recognized by all generations as the top priority task of society. 

Study of a particular local lore is considered as integral to history.   

The local component of the humanities is interpreted as the system 

of knowledge in history and cultural studies, psychology and 

pedagogy, sociology and economics. Securing the formation of a 

humanitarian world outlook in students and thus helping them to 

feel comfortable and get accustomed upon entering social and 

cultural environment of a region or area. It properly „reveals‟ 

objects, things, phenomena and events of the environment or 

surrounding reality in the light of national customs and traditions, 

natural and climatic conditions of an area or region. Its social and 

economic development conveys values related attitudes of a 

person not towards abstract social and cultural needs and demands 

but actually towards a given community in a given area.   

Thus the key nature of the proposed education and 

teaching process provides students with development of their 

mental capacity, then  secures the formation of  bilingual and 

multicultural individuals  fully meeting the current needs and 

challenges of social developments in  present-day Republic of 

Kazakhstan, as a whole, and foreign languages teaching practice in 

particular.  
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