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CEJIbCKOXO3SIMCTBEHHOTO MTPOU3BOICTBA B PETHOHE C 0COOOW OCTPOTOM MOCTABUI BOIIPOCH! IPOMBIIIICHHOTO,
COIMAJIEHOTO U KYJIbTYPHOTO Pa3BUTHS FOpoia. YKe B IEPBOE TPEXIICTHE OCBOCHUS IETUHBI B 1954-1957 ronbt
TOpOJI aKTUBHO CTPOUTCS U pa3BUBaeTCs. BeTynuiy B cTpoii IEHCTBYIOINX 25 MPEeANPUSITHIA, CPEIA KOTOPIX
TaKWe TUTaHThI, KaK TepBas odepelib 3aBoja xene300eToHHbIX KoHCTpykiuii (JKBK) momHocThIO 50 THIC.
Ky0. M 1 3aBOJ jkene300eToHHbIX uT-HacTuiIoB (JKBIT) MmommuocTeio 20 ThIC. Ky0. M. B TOpome padoramu
15 crpoutensHBIX oprann3anuii. [Ilpogomkancs poct u pa3BUTHE TOPOAA KaK KPYITHOTO KEJIE3HOI0POKHOTO
y31a. PazBepHyBIIeecs Ha eIUHE TPOU3BOJCTBEHHOE U MACCOBOE KUJIUIITHOE CTPOUTETHCTBO CTAJI0 OCHOBOM
(hopMHpoOBaHUs B TOPOJE MPOU3BOIACTBEHHOW 0a3bl CTPOUTENHHBIX MATEPHANIOB, a 3aT€M M CTPOHUTEIHHOM
WHAYCTPUU. 32 TOJBI IETUHBI B TOPOJIE TOCTPOEHO OKOJI0 60 MpeanpuaTuii 1 HOBBIX IIEXOB, YTO MPHUBEIO K
YBEJIIMYCHHUIO TPOM3BOJICTBA MPOAYKIMU B 2 pa3a [115, n.41]. KapaunanbHO n3MeHmnach nHGPacTpyKTypa
ropoja: CTPOUTCSA >KEIe3HOJOPOXKHBIA BOK3all, a’poIopT, ra3opa3faTovyHas CTaHIUS, IIKOIBI, OOBEKTHI
COILIMAIBHOTO OBITA U KYJIBTYPBI, BEIETCS KIIUIIHOE CTPOUTEIHCTBO. Ha taHHOM 3Tarie ropo/1 B TOJITHOW Mepe
peann3oBai (yHKIHIO OPTraHU3aIIMOHHOTO IIEHTPA peaH3alliy IPaHIM03HON SKOHOMUYECKOW MPOTPAMMBEI 10
OCBOCHMIO IICJIMHHBIX U 3aJIC)KHBIX 3eMelb B Kazaxcrane.
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INSCRIBED VESSELS AND SILVER ARTEFACTS FROM SOUTHERN KAZAKHSTAN IN
THE SECOND HALF OF THE 15" MILLENNIUM BC

Abstract: This article discusses firstly the silver bowl with inscription discovered by K.A. Akishev in
the “Golden Man” funerary barrow of Issyk, highlighting that this inscription may be of allochthonous origin,
possibly written in a Kharosthn alphabet to express words and concepts of a Saka dialect. Some etymological
comments on the Scythian and Saka ethnonyms attest that the root of these lessems could be of Indo-European
and not of old Turkic origin, as recently suggested by some scholars according to their interpretation of the
already mentioned inscription on the silver bowl from Issyk. Other epigraphical documents dated back to the
the second half of the I*' mill. BC recently discovered from archaeological excavations in southern Kazakhstan
(at Chirik Rabat, in the Inner Syrdarya delta) attest other, different languages (old Greek and Aramaic) that
were widespread in the Eastern Mediterranean Sea and across Near and Middle East. The analysis of the few
silver manufacts so far discovered in southern Kazakhstan, found in different kurgans at Issyk, as well as the
study of the distribution of the typology of the silver spoons with duck-head end, one of them was found in
the Golden Man barrow, allow us to suggest that the silver production documented in southern Kazakhstan
in the second half of the I* mill BC is of allochthonous origin. The silver items were manufactured far from
the Eurasian steppe of the contemporary Republic of Kazakhstan and then traded or gifted during peculiar
or important occasions. This hypothesis seems to be confirmed by the analysis of the distribution of the silver
spoons with a duck-head end, which in the I** millennium BC were peculiarly widespread in the eastern part of
the Mediterranean Sea. In conclusion, we hypothesise that the Issyk inscription as well as the others recently
discovered epigraphical documents provide little evidence to interpret the local past of the ancient inhabitants
of the Central Asia steppes, with exception to their cultural and social interactions. Otherwise, they can
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brought light to the past of those communities or individuals which have manufactured the objects, incised the
signs and words, and then traded or gifted.

Keywords: Southern Kazakhstan, Golden Man Funerary Barrow, Inscribed Silver Bowl, Epigraphical
Documents, Ancient Ethnonyms, Silver Artefacts, Silver Spoon with Duck-Head End.

According to J. Harmatta (1999: 417 — 421) the silver hemispherical bowl from the Issyk kurgan of the
so-called “Golden Man™ has signs and/or letters incised in a script that goes back to the Kharosthm alphabet and
the language written in this script may be a Saka dialect, perhaps the same also spoken by the Kushans. In fact,
in spite of the similarity of several letters to the characters of the Orkhon-Enissey Turk runic script, it is clear
that the number and shape of the letters, the system of short and long vowels and the presence of compound,
or syllabes, prove without any doubt the Kharosthm origin of the alphabet. This was the opinion of one of the
most eminent philologists of our time, the Hungarian linguist J. Harmatta who died unfortunately some years
ago, in 2007.

Other scholars, like A.S. Amanzholov (2003) and N.A. Rakhmonov and B. Matboboyev (Rahmonov,
Matbobojev 2006) differently from J. Harmatta, recognised that the language of the inscription belongs to an
old Turk language.

These are the words of the specialists of the Institute of Oriental Studies of the USSR Academy of
Science, [.M. D’jakonov, V.A. Livshiz and S.G. Kljashtornyy addressed to K.A. Akishev: “The inscription has
been incised on the bottom of the bowl, on the outer side, and apparently has been made later than the bowl
itself. ... Some signs, at least eight or nine of sixteen - seventeen, are reminiscent of the letters of the Aramaic
alphabet, including also those options that are well documented for the I*' millennium BC. We tried to take into
account all the known writings of this period, not limiting only to the 5" - 4" century BC, the most probable
chronological attribution of the Issyk archaeological complex. And, however, we were unable to interpret the
inscription in Aramaic or see in it one of the, so far known, writings of Aramaic origin. Some signs can be
compared with Carian letters and other writings from Asia Minor, in relation with these latter is the desirable
conclusion of some experts in these writings, in particular V.V. Shevoroshkina. Several characters resemble
letters of the Turkic runic alphabet; however, in our opinion, the inscription can not be interpreted on the basis
of ancient Turkic runic writing. It is quite possible that the inscription on the silver bowl has been written in an
unknown alphabet, the Aramaic origin of which is not excluded” (Akishev, 1978: 59 — 60)!.

In recent times, a scholar from Azerbaijan, Zaur Gasanov, has advanced his suggestions, getting
some success. In fact, his ideas have appeared in some publications as well as in some websites engaged
in the dissemination of new scientific ideas and new archaeological and historical discoveries. Following
Amanzholov, Rakhmonov and Matboboyev, the Azerbaijani researcher has advanced that the inscription
on the silver bowl begins with an ideogram represented by a rectangular element hatched by oblique lines.
This is considered the first sign of the inscription also according to other scholars and interpretations and its
meaning is associated to the four cardinal directions. The second and the third sign incised are represented
by two letters, which according to the Orkhon-Enissey ancient system of writing, could be read as kyz or kbz
and literally it means “clan, tribe, united people”. Following Z. Gasanov, the lexeme ksz is identical to the
ethnic name of Scythians documented in the ancient sources. This is the point. Z. Gazanov continues stating
that in the ancient written sources of the Middle East, the Scythians were known with the names of aui-rys-
a(it), ac-ry3-a(if) (in Assyrian), nm-ky3-a(i) (in Babylonian) and *amry3 (in ancient Jewish language). In the
Herodotus’ “History”, the ethnonym for Scythians derive from the word ZxvOng (singular), Zxkvbot (plural).
The root of all these words is kuth (Gasanov, 2002: pp. 122- 130; idem 2012: 100 — 109; idem 2013; idem
2014: 222 and segg.). These few phrases possibly contain in our opinion some assessments that sound a little
strange and probably not true correct. In detail, we have some doubts about the ancient lexeme kuth as a root of
the ethnonyms documented in the Greek Classics, according to the interpretation of the colleague Z. Gasanov.
For this reason we have considered the possibility to write in this paper some comments and suggestions on
the etymological interpretations and linguistic reconstructions of the ethnonyms connected to the Scythian and
Saka cultural world in order to highlight that the possible manufacture place of the Issyk inscription has to be
looked for not in the old Turk world and culture but instead in the Near or Middle East, possibly in one of the
Hellenistic kingdom:s.

This does not mean that our etymological interpretations and reconstructions are more scientific and
more correct than those published by the colleague; on the contrary, we hope that the following suggestions will

! Translated from Russian by Gian Luca Bonora.
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provide a new stimulus in the search for the truth, being aware that the linguistic and cultural reconstruction of
the ethnonyms of the ancient mobile pastoralists of the Eurasian Steppes is a matter of dispute of longue duriie.
Besides of it, our linguistic suggestions are supported in the second part of the paper by further considerations
about some silver artefacts discovered in the Semirech’e region and dated back to the second half of the 1*
millennium BC. The convergence between the data here analysed allow us to advance that both the origin of
the language of the silver bowl inscription and the manufacture centre of the silver artefacts discovered in
Semirech’e have to be looked for either in the easternmost part of the Mediterranean Sea or in a Hellenistic
kingdom of the Near and Middle East.

Some Etymological Suggestions on ancient ethnonyms

The first time mentioning of the Scythians is in Hesiod, who lived in the 8" - 7% century BC (t¢
(160 Zk0Bag Cranpolyovg “... and the mare-milking Scythians ...”), frag. 150 M.-W., which belongs to the
“Catalogue of Women”, in a verse (v. 15), the context of which (both a list of faraway peoples and an account
of their divine ancestors) is known only fragmentarily from a scrap of papyrus. It was quoted by Strabo
(Geography 7.3.7) solely as evidence of the fact that already the ancient epic poets described the Scythians by
this epithet. At the beginning of the following line (v. 16) also the name of their eponymous ancestor, Zx00ng
Skathes, has been added by conjecture (Xx00ng pullv y]éved’ vl g Drep[p]evéog Kpovimvog: “[Skathes] was
born as son of over-mighty Zeus”), and with good reason, since only such a wording is convincing in this
context (if compared with Diodorus Siculus, History 2.43.3).

Of the many attempts to clarify and understand the origin of the various ethnonyms preserved in ancient
sources as descriptions of the Scythians, it is believed that the most likely is undoubtedly that of M. Vasmer
(1923: 16) and then taken up and developed by O. Szemeriinyi (1980: 5-23). According to these two scholars,
respectively of German and Hungarian origin, the name passed in Greek as Zk00ng, ov (plural £x00ar) and in
Assyrian as is-ku-za-ai and as-ku-za-ai, where in both cases the initials are prosthetic, are two forms which can
be traced back to a theme *Skiiz- / *Sgiiz (or *skiiz / *sgiiz) resulted from an ancient Iranian word *Skuda-, in
turn ascribable to the Indo-European root *skeud-, *sku “to throw, to shot, to chase, to project”. The ethnonym
then might originally have had the meaning of “archer”, according to what the sources testify about the way to
fight of the Scythians. Herodotus, in fact, qualify all the Scythians as [lwtnoto&dton (Her. 1V, 46). Considering
the trend of the Iranian, especially that of the eastern Iranian languages, to transform /d/ in /I/, the ethnonym
Ykolotau that the Scythians used to define themselves, as reported by Herodotus (Her. IV, 6), and the proper
name of King Xx0Ang, from which the ethnonym derives, can thus be interpreted as adaptations of Greek
variant to the eastern Iranian *Skula-, which corresponds to the Old Iranian *Skuda-. The name of the third son
of Targitao in the story of the legendary origins of the Scythians of Herodotus, KoAG&all1c, would be a textual
mistake to ZxoAa&al1g derived from the Old Iranian *Skuda- (Abicht, 1886; Beckwith, 2009).

We would like to also point out that even in ancient Hebrew, in the Book of Jeremiah (LI 27), the
Scythians are remembered as §kwz = A8kiiz mistakenly read as §knz = Ashkenaz, from the same Assyrian
reconstructed theme (*$kiiz- / *Sgiiz or *skiiz / *sgiiz) attested in the documents of the time of Esarhaddon (680-
669 BC).

The name of the best-known northern Iranian people in Chinese sources, the Sai (NMan s6i from MChi
*s[k “Saka”), shows the usual dropping of the final short -/a/ vowel in Indo-Iranian names. It typically lacks
the -/I/- from -/d/- found in other names. But the same name also appears in other forms in early transcriptions,
including the name of the Saka city So-che (NMan sugjer *Sayla “Yarkand” and So-li *Saklai, both evidently
from *Sakla). This name is clearly related to *Skula, the form of the name “Scythian” attested in Herodotus and
shown by Szemeriinyi to be one of the regular later phonetic developments of the name within northern Iranian.
Like *Skula, the velar in Sakla is unvoiced and the */d/ has become /I/, but in this case, like *Sugda “Sogd”,
an ephentetic vowel has been inserted between the consonants of the original initial cluster *sk. Unlike *Sugda
“Sogd”, another regular development of the same name (but here the velar has been voiced and the dental has
not yet shifted to /), the ephentetic vowel in this case was obviously a, not u. The consonantism of *Sakla is
thus the same as that of the Scythian ruler XxvAng, Skulgs, the root of which, *Skula, is in turn identical to the
root *Skula of the name Zxolotan, given by Herodotus as the Scythians’ own name for themselves, as already
stated.

A different etymological hypothesis, equally interesting, was formulated by F. Cornillot (1981: 29-39).
According to this author, the ancient Iranian form which is the basis of the ancient Greek should be reconstructed
as *Skitoa- from an older Skiida-, having the meaning of “cap, hat” due to the ancient Persian word xauda and
to the Avestan xaoda, having the same meaning of “cap, hat”, through the modification of an original ancient
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Iranian allotrope *skauda- / *xauda-. However, even according to this etymological interpretation, the name of
the Scythians was a generic name which has the meaning of “those who wear the cap”, probably referring to
the more or less tall, conical hat typical of the Scythians, both eastern and western.

There is still the question of the Assyrian forms i§-ku-za-ai and as-ku-za-ai. As brilliantly written by G.
Lanfranchi (1990: 77-78), it can not be proven in any way that, in the time of Esarhaddon, the inhabitants of
Scythia were appointed by the Assyrian sources with one or both of these above-mentioned ethnonyms, as «the
Assyrian toponymic horizon towards the north-east, as far as we currently know, it stops close by the southern
provinces of Urartu around the Urmia Lake,; and there is no trace of a generic or collective term to indicate,
in a general sense, the peoples outside this Urartian geographical space”. Then, the Assyrian forms is-ku-
za-ai and as-ku-za-ai have been associated with the name of the Scythians only for their inevitable phonetic
similarity and on the basis of the unconditional trust in the Herodotus story of the armed raid and the 28-year
Scythian reign in the Middle East.

Relatively to the Saka ethnonym, the most convincing etymology is still the one proposed by O.
Szemeriinyi (1980: 40 ff.) and 1. Gershevitch (1959: 252 ft.). This etymological interpretation is linked to the
Iranian root sak- meaning “to go, roam” and then, simply means “nomad”. Among the interpretations advanced
from the nineteenth century onwards, it may be remembered also that of V. Abaev (1949: 179), which connects
*Sakd, meaning “deer”, to an Indo-European root that means the “horn” or the “excrescence” (in Persian §ax,
in Pahlavi §ak having both the meaning of “horn”). In modern Ossetian, the word sag has the corresponding
value of “deer”. The scholars H. Skmld (1932) and A.J. van Windekens have otherwise connected *Saka to a
term designating another animal, the “dog” <*swaka, well attested in Persian (sag).

It is not possible to forget also that Stephen of Byzantium had proposed an etymological explanation
from the word cdkoc, a type of shield that they invented “Xdkot [10vog Tovg Zxkvdc ol ltwg paciv. [1wd tol]
[mAov, [Tt allto ellpavto” (Steph Byz.. Ethnika, 1958: 550,7).

Epigraphical documents from southern Kazakhstan.

The search for, the analysis and the interpretation of the ancient written sources has always been one
of the most important aspects of the scientific research and, in particular, of the historical discipline. The
burial of the Golden Man, excavated in 1968 by Kemal A. Akishev on the outskirts of Almaty (Akishev, 1978;
Zhumabekova, Bazarbaeva, Ongar, 2001), has unearthed the oldest inscription in the history of the still young
Republic of Kazakhstan. An inscription that seems to be realised in a variant of the Kharosthm script, and is
probably in a Saka dialect, constituting one of very few autochthonous epigraphic traces of that language
(Harmatta, 1999).

Another interpretation, as already advanced, suggest that the inscription on the silver vessel is in a very
old Turkic language, which has some analogies to the language and writing used in the early Middle Age in the
Orkhon-Yenisey region of Siberia in order to incise words, phrases, prays and songs on the surfaces of stone
stelae.

In recent years, other inscriptions have been brought to light thanks mainly to the work of the
archaeologist Zh. Kurmankulov and his team of young specialists in the barren land of the inner Syrdarya
delta, not far from the border between the Kazakhstan and Uzbekistan (Kurmankulov, 2011; Ivantchik, Lur’e
2013). Two large gypsum vessels, of “[JAapactpov’ typology, found inside the burial chamber of a mud-
bricks square mausoleum in the citadel of Chirik Rabat, bear the same inscription incised on their shoulder
and realised in ancient Greek language “A / KAZI” (Kurmankulov, 2011: fig. 2; Ivantchik. Lur’e 2013: fig.
3). The remains of the unfortunately plundered funerary inventory recovered from the burial chamber of the
mausoleum and the graphic style of the Greek inscription allow to date these discoveries to the second half of
the 4™ century BC. Another vessel (flask) of typical Achaemenid production, manufactured in clay, found in
the same citadel of Chirik Rabat, is characterised by an inscription in Aramaic, one of the Semitic languages
belonging to the Afroasiatic language family (Kurmankulov, 2011: fig. 3; Ivantchik, Lur’e 2013: fig. 1). The
Aramaic inscription is possible to read as tyrybwdy — Tirifod and its meaning refers to the name, of Iranian
origin, of the owner of the flask or of the potter who manufactured it.

Then, in the last decades, the Kazakhstan archacology brought to light three different artefacts belonging
to same chronological period, roughly the 4" century BC, and characterised by inscriptions written in three
different and allochthonous languages.

The Silver Production in the second half of the 1** mill BC

Returning back to the inscribed silver vessel from Issyk, we suggest that it is an artefact of foreign,
allochthonous production. And the same is true also for the two gypsum vessels from Chirik Rabat, the
manufacture centre was possibly in the Hellenistic Near East. As a matter of fact, if we peculiarly consider

? Translated from Italian by the authors.
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the vessel production in precious metals in the Semirech’e region in the first millennium BC and, more
appropriately, in the second half of the 1** millennium BC, it is possible to recognise that silver was very rarely
exploited for manufacturing ornaments, jewellery artefacts and vessels (see hereafter Table 1). The very few
products manufactured in silver so far recovered during archaeological researches in Kazakhstan and dating
back to the second half of the 1%t mill BC, seem to have been manufactured outside Central Asia. Some few
similarities between the silver vessels from Issyk and those found in the contemporary Sauromatian funerary
barrows widespread on the northern shores of the Black Sea, in the lower Volga river valley and in the southern
Ural region (Barrows no. 1 and 4 of Filippovka, barrows no. 1 and B in Prokhorovka, Dolinnoe and Orsk)
allow to hypothesise that the production in silver documented in the territory of Semirech’e in the second half
of the 1** mill. BC was possibly imported from Asia Minor or Thracian workshops or, generally speaking, the
eastern part of the Mediterranean Sea (Treister 2010). Slightly differently, A.A. Iessen asserted that the vessels
in silver widespread in Central Asia were imported artefacts from Iran (Iessen, 1954).

Artefact Description Chronology Bibliography

Silver spoon from Spoon with long handle representing the | Second half of the Akisheyv,
Issyk, the “Golden neck and the head of a bird, possibly a swan. | 5" cent — first half | 1978: 31, ill. 53;
Man” barrow. Sizes: 16 x 3,8 cm of the 4"cent. BC Zhumabekova,

Bazarbaeva, Ongar,
2001: 40 high.

Silver Hemispherical bowl with straight, 4% cent. BC Akisheyv,
hemispherical bowl vertical rim. Sizes: height 2,2; diameter: 7,7. 1978: 31, ill. 52;
from Issyk, the . Zhumabekova,
“Golden Man” barrow. Bazarbaeva, Ongar,

2001: 40 low.

Silver bowl from Bowl with ring foot and everted 5t 4% cent. BC Akishev,
Issyk, the “Golden horizontal rim, decorated by circles on its 1978: 31, 1ll. 51;
Man” barrow. upper side. The foot, shaped as a eight-petals Zhumabekova,

rosette, has been fixed to the vessel body
thank to some nails.

Bazarbaeva, Ongar,
2001: 41.

Silver plaques
from a kurgan in
Issyk, excavated by B.
Nurmukhanbetov.

Two plaques represent a couple of
fantastic beings, facing different directions
and separated by a sort of “floor”. The being
is a four-legged animal with a tail wound in a
circle, a wing pointing upwards and a human
head covered by a Graeco-Bactrian helmet

4t - 2nd century BC

Tasmagambetov,
2003: 161;
Samashev, Grigor’ev,
Zhumabekova, 2005:
88 — 89; Samasheyv,
2011: 170.

decorated by bull-shaped horns. The head

is characterised by a frontal eye, a nose in
profile, moustache and a beard that extends to
touch the floor.

Table 1. Silver Artefacts from archaeological excavations of funerary barrows in Semirech’e (south-eastern
Kazakhstan) dated back to the second half of the 1% millennium BC

Cultural Comparisons between Silver Spoons with bird-head end

As highlighted in Table 1, three artefacts in silver were brought to light by K.A. Akishev in the Golden
Man funerary barrow. One of them was a spoon with a long handle representing the neck and the head of a
bird, possibly a swan. Spoons of various types and materials are found in Greece throughout the historic era.
In the Archaic period, spoons made of ivory, bone, bronze and silver appear in sanctuaries among other votive
offerings; it is however, difficult to understand if they played any role in the ritual. In all cases, the handles are
decorated and it seems that Egyptian motifs had a great impact on the formation of the Archaic greek types.
An ivory example from Lindos, in Rhodes, has an oval bowl, tapering towards a hook-shaped handle which
terminates in a duck-head; it has been stylistically dated to the Archaic period (Blinkenberg, 1931: 1, 149, no.
419 CA, pl. 15). The duck is a very common motif in Egyptian art, especially during the New Kingdom, and
often associated with female sexuality (Houlihan, 1996: 136 — 144). Since the head of the bird appears as a
finial on Egyptian spoons as well as on other objects of the minor arts, it seems that the Rhodian example
followed these prototypes, as is frequently the case in the Archaic period. A similar spoon, in this case in
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bronze and not in silver, was found in the sanctuary of Athenia Limenia at Perachora (Payne, 1940: 182, no.
7, pl. 80). It has a rounded leaf-shaped bowl, with a hook handle and an animal head finial. Because of the
poor state of preservation, the animal type is not discernible. A fragmentary silver spoon from Dhali, ancient
Idalion, in Cyprus, has a Cypro-Syllabic dedication to the Greek goddess of Golgoi, Afrodite (Masson, 1983:
234). The bowl is partly preserved, circular and shallow; the long, rectangular-sectioned handle becomes
circular towards the duck-head terminal. 1. Wallert has argued that Egyptian spoons of precious metals with
long handles ending in a duck-head were used for libations in sacrifices (Wallert, 1967).

In Anatolia, spoons as cosmetic and eating implements appear in grave contexts as early as the eight
century BC. However, the strong Egyptian influence observed in Greece does not exist here: local types
predominate. A spoon made of silver from Ikiztepe is Lydian of the Persian period, dated to the 6" century BC
(von Bothmer, 1984: 42, no. 65). It has a concave bowl with a short stem turning into a loop that terminates in
a duck-head. Judging from its shape, it could have been used for taking perfume out of a container or for the
burning of myrrh.

The fourth-century silver spoon, found together with other vessels for a banquet in the so-called Philip’s
Tomb at Vergina, could have been used as an eating implement. The bowl of the spoon is broad-shouldered,
tapered and with a flat rim; the S-shaped handle is circular in section, double curved and terminates in a duck-
head (Zimi, 1997a). Another fourth-century silver spoon has been found at Lete, in northern Greece; it has
a shallow bowl and a handle which terminates in a duck-head (Zimi, 1997b). Since it was found in a female
burial together with gold jewellery and bronze vessels for the bath, a cosmetic use seems appealing.

A silver spoon from Pasargadae terminating in a duck- or swan-head is similar in type to the examples
from northern Greece (Stronach, 1978: 203, fig. 5 on p. 202, pls. 150 - 151). Incised lines mark the top of the
bird’s neck, while others define the nostrils, eyes and feathers. It is argued that it could be stylistically dated to
the second half of the 5 century BC or to the 4™. It was found in the Pasargadae treasure, inside an Achaemenid
water-jar and above some jewellery. A second spoon of the same precious material and of the same date,
comes from the Treasure (Stronach, 1978: 169; 176 — 177; 203, no. 6, fig. 6 on p. 202, pl. 152 a-b). It belongs
however to a different type, with an almost flat, circular bowl and a zoomorphic handle ending in a cloven
hoof. Another Achaemenid silver spoon, belonging to the Stathatos Collection, has no recorded provenance
or context (Amandry, 1963: 268 — 269, fig. 173). Its form recalls the first example from Pasargadae; the leaf-
shaped bowl, however, is shallow and the duck-head finial of the handle is more schematic.

In Greece, silver spoons as grave offerings appear in the 3™ and 2™ centuries BC. Although there is a
tendency for the bowls to become wider and circular, the motifs used as handle terminals are similar to those
observed in earlier periods. The evidence is nevertheless meagre. Two examples come from northern Greece;
one was found in the south cemetery of Pydna (Zimi, 1997b: 216), the other in Veroia (ibidem: 216). The
former accompanied a female burial, inside a bronze hydria dated to the 3™ century BC; its context suggests
a cosmetic usage. The spoon has a broad and almost rounded bowl and a double curved flat handle, reaching
back towards the bowl and ending in a duck-head; the part representing the bird’s neck is circular in section. An
example from a Hellenistic tomb at Patras was found inside a silver phiale. The bowl of the spoon is circular
and the long rectangular-sectioned handle terminates in a duck-head with an S-shaped neck. A silver spoon
from Altamura, in Italy, seems to be a Greek product (Lo Porto, 1975: 642; de Juliis, 1984: 358, no. 325).
It bears a Greek inscription: AQPON (“gift”), which shows that this article was either made just as a grave
offering or was a present received in life. The circular bowl is on a long flat handle, ridged along its length and
attached to the bowl with a triangular leaf. The handle terminates in a hook with a duck-head, similar to the
Greek examples.

Summarising all these archaeological evidences from the Mediterranean Sea, Asia Minor and the Near
East, we can not emphasise the fact that also the spoon from Issyk may have been made in the cultural world of
the eastern Mediterranean Sea or Near East and then traded or sold of gifted towards the steppes of Semirech’e,
in the second half of the first millennium BC.

Taking now into consideration the two silver plaques recovered during a recent rescue excavation of a
funerary barrow, always at Issyk (see Table 1), and still only partially published (Tasmagambetov, 2003: 161;
Samashev, Grigor’ev, Zhumabekova, 2005: 88 — 89; Samashev, 2011: 170), the presence of the Graeco-Bactrian
helmet on the head of the “monsters” possibly confirms our assertion about the allochthonous production of
these plaques particularly, and generally of the silver artefacts in the Semirech’e region during the second half
of the 1* millennium BC. Another time we suggest that the manufacture centre for silver products discovered
in the southern Kazakhstan steppes was either in the oriental part of the Mediterranean Sea or in a Hellenistic
region of Middle Asia.
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Conclusions.

Then, summarising, three different languages are documented in the southern Kazakhstan land
inhabited in the fourth century BC by communities of mobile pastoralists of Saka culture. Allegedly, they were
a Scythian tribe or group of tribes of Iranian origin. But their original language is unknown. It is highly possibly
that these inscribed vessels in silver, gypsum and clay are all of allochthonous production, manufactured far
from the Eurasian steppe of the contemporary Republic of Kazakhstan and then traded or gifted during peculiar
or important occasions. This hypothesis seems to fit very well also in relation to the analysis of the silver
spoon with a duck-head end gathered from the same “Golden Man” barrow and the two silver plaques with the
depiction of “monsters” from a different Issyk kurgan, as already documented.

For this reason, we once again stress the necessity to evaluate carefully all the variants of the
interpretations and the logical assumptions in the study of the culture of the past. It is possible that these
inscriptions provide little evidence to interpret the local past of the ancient inhabitants of the Central Asia
steppes, as some colleagues recently did. Otherwise, they can brought light to the past of those communities or
individuals, far from the Kazakhstan steppes, which have manufactured these objects or incised these artefacts
with the inscriptions mentioned above.
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Kanakona H.T.

YJIbI KIBEK KOJIBIHBIH TAPUXHW MAHBbI3bI

Yibr XKiOek KOJBIHBIH TapUXbl COHAY epTe 3aMaHHaH Oacrtanajbl. b.3.0. 1 MBIHXBUIIBIKTA CaKTap,
YHCIHIEp XKoHE KaHIbUIap Ke3iHae cayaa »oJbiMeH Kazakcranra PUMHIH IIBIHBICKI MEH TEHTeNepi, aifHACHI
MEH JKBUITBIP Kececi, EyporianbiH KarcbipManapsl jxxoHe VpaHHBIH Tac MepIIepi Keill )KeTTi.

b.3.6. 138 xbutel KpiTaiinan umrneparop Y-nuaid bateicThiH OeiiMoIliM eliepiHe — «KYH Kakija 6atca,
COJI JKaKKa» >KiOepreH eNmiIik KepyeHi skoira mbrransl. On Oipiam 6omein Kertaiiman Opransik A3usra
TiKe JKOJ TapTThl. MIMnepaTopra cayja yIIiH KOJaijbl skoiaap KepceTinai. Mine ocsl sxonmap Yibl JKiGek
JKOJIBIHBIH HET131 OOJIIbI.

b.3.6. Il FaceIpbl Tapux FRUTBIMBIHAA Y 16T JKi0€K sKOIBIHBIH TYPAKTHI )KYMBIC ICTEYiHIH Oachl peTiHIe
KaObuTnaiinbel. KpiTaii enmriciHeH KeifiH ie-mana Oy sxonMeH batbicka Kapail xiOek kepyeHepi kypai. O3
Ke3erinje, Oy skonMeH Pumuen, Buzantusian, YHuaicranHan, Mpannan, Apad xamudaTbeiHaH OCHI eJIep/ie
OHIIPINIETIH Tayapiap TackUIAbl. YJbI JKiOEK >KOJNBIHBIH €H OacThl MaHBI3BI — eIACpIi, XabIKTap MEH
MOJICHUETTEP 11 KAKBIHIACTBIPHII, 63apa OalbITYbl OOJIBI.

Kemniectepain Oy ecki *xoJbl ©31HIH Ka3ipri ataysiH XIX raceipia rana anjsl. OHBIH aTayblH HEMIC
FaBIMBI, A3us Teorpadusacel Typansl eHOekTepAiH aBTopsl GoH Puxtroden ycbmampl. Kasip «Ymaer XKidek
JKOJIBD» aTaybl OChUIAN JKamai KOJIaHbLTY 1a.

Kibex caynanbin 6acTsl TYpi 601461, Kibek aJTHIHMEH 0ipre XaJbIKapaJIbIK BATIOTA KbI3METiH
aTKap/bl, OHBI MAaTIIAJAP MeH eJulijiepre TapTy eTTi, KajagaMajbl d3CKepre *KajaaKkbl MeH MeMJIEKeTTiK
KapbI3iapasl Tejei. XKiOek e3iHiH KeHL, BIKIIaM/JIbI, aca KOIl CYPaHbICKA he 00JTybl MEH KbIMOATTHUIBIFBIHBIH
apKachIHJIa Cay/JaHbIH JKOHE aJbIC JKepJiepre TachIMalJayblH HETi3ri Tayapbl KbI3MeTiH aTkapnbl. backa
Tayapyap nma tapaia Oactampl. OnapaslH caHbl oTe Kem enmi. JKiOek >KOJBI eXelri MOICHUET TIeH OHepIi
TapaTyIibl KbI3METIH JIe aTKAp/Ibl.

Y1 JKiOGek xoiibl OOMBIHIA alibipOac cayjia Ja 1aMblibl. AKIIa aifHAJIBIMBIHBIH POJIi ©CTi. Op KaHa
OwmIeyIIIi JKeHicTepiMeH FaHa eMec, aKiia allHaJIBIMBIH PETKE KENTipy oHepiMeH ae Oenrisii O0IbL.

OprarachIpibIK aBTOPJIAP/IBIH JIEPEKTEPl MEH apXeOoIOTHSUIIBIK Ka30a )KyYMBICTaphl HoTHKeciH e XKibek
JKOJIBI OOMBIHIAFBI XanbiKapanblk cayna [X raceip Men XIII raceipibiH OackiHa ©31HIH €H OWIK JICHTCHiHe
JKETKEHIITIH aifrakTaiinel. Mcmmmkao, Kexep, Oteipap, Tapas, Hayakent, banacaryH ipi cayma opTaiasIKTapbl
0o Kanabl. Onapra contycTik-mbiFbic XKeticynsiH Kosibik, Exi-oFbI3 Kananapbl KOCBUIIBL.
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