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V]IK 327
THE ROLE OF MASS MEDIA IN THE CONTEMPORARY
INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS

Ka3sraesa Payman MaxxutoBHa
raushan.kaztayeva@gmail.com
MaructpaHT 1 kypca cnenmansHocta «6M020200 - MexayHapoIHbIe OTHOIICHUS (aKyIbTeTa
MexayHapoanbsix otHomieHuit EHY um. JI.H.I'ymunesa, Acrana, Kazaxcran
Hayunslii pykoBoaurens — A.M.EcnayneroBa

Mass media is rather peculiar phenomenon of modern reality. It is not a part of our life as
air, water or food, does not represent any material value. At the same time, mass media has the long
history of development, the laws of existence and functioning, the world of mass media constantly
develops, lives and breathes. The world of mass media is inseparably linked with the processes
occurring in society. In the modern world mass media became not only the tool of information
transmission, but also the strongest tool of a manipulation and planting of new values, and also,
creations of counter values. Mass media became a dominant source of information for people all
over the world and a powerful actor in international relations.

The nature of international relations changed dramatically after World War Il with the
information revolution. The technology of communication linked people all over the world into a
global village. Foreign policy, usually conducted behind the scenes, became a public activity in the
information age.

While the primary goal of foreign policy remains the promotion of national interests in the
international arena, the strategies have changed. Before World War 1l, military advantage played
the dominant role in shaping the national identity and international image of a nation, consequently
its placement on the global political hierarchy. Nations with superior military advantage used that
advantage to push for global acceptance of their national identity and political agenda.But in the
information age, “power” is derived as much from the ability of a nation to use media diplomacy.
The stature of a nation in the world community and its placement in the global political hierarchy is
now tied to its media diplomacy capability. For a nation to have a sense of dignity and for that
dignity to lead to some significant achievement in the international arena, the nation must be able to
orchestrate effective media diplomacy. Projecting “power” in contemporary international relations
also means the ability to project one’s preferred national identity into an international image.Media
have become a dominant source of information for people and a powerful player in international
relationships. The traditional idea of global power, determined primarily by military advantage, no
longer sufficiently explains the nature of contemporary international relations and foreign policy.

The dynamics between media diplomacy and foreign policy must be a significant part of any
analysis of contemporary international relations. National dignity and the placement of a nation in
the global political hierarchy are influenced as much by the international image of the nation.
Indeed, a nation’s global political “power” in the information age emerges, in part, from the
interaction between national identity and international image, to the extent that the nation could use
the media to align them. The dynamics between media diplomacy and foreign policy must be
examined in the context of national identity, international image and global political power. In this
sense, media diplomacy is indispensable to foreign policy because of the power of the media to
shape the international image of a nation.

Moreover, nowadays mass media are so powerful tool to influence on subconsciousness of
people, and on formation of their behavior, that involuntarily came to the mind, whether it is
possible to reformat, reorient presently mass media on formation of the relations of mutual trust and
a favor between the countries and the people, between political elite and ruling numbers of the
different states.

These are positive sides of controlling mass media. But from another point of view mass
media can be used as a weapon which has a power of destruction. By manipulation, propaganda
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mass media can influence on the situations in the other countries and affect on international events.
Because of that, controlling this process, managing mass media influence and correcting the
information flow are very important features, which should learn and possess every country.
Unfortunately, most of countries cannot manage this process and influence on it. Even if they can
control their national mass media, countries cannot control the stream of information abroad. That is
why, controlling of informational sources means not only maintenance of the positive image of the
country, but it also contributes the protection of foreign policy interests, provides information
security and security of the country as a whole.

When the influence of the media is a determining factor in international relations, this is
what is termed by theorists to be the “CNN effect”. The main point of “CNN effect” is 24-hour new
coverage of any event such as war, disaster, international conflict, etc. using photos and video from
the place of incident. It makes pressure on government and compels it to do immediate decision that
can be spontaneous and thoughtless. As a result, it can lead to redoubling of conflict because of
misunderstanding. The CNN effect has gained popularity however it is yet to be proved
conclusively. This theory suggests that international television and broadcasters, especially CNN,
are significant and governing factors in the formulation of foreign policy.

Moreover, development of new technologies, electronic mass media, internet and other
means and ways of the distribution of information gives a possibility to their holders to use mass
media for the most dangerous and the worst intentions as a waging war. Of course, here we mean
informational war by above mentioned methods. That is why nowadays we have widely used
concepts of information war, information warfare, information-psychological war, etc. Today
information-psychological war as the factor of foreign policy is an investigated phenomenon with
the diplomatic, economic and armed struggle, developing at the same time as an independent
direction of scientific research. Prompt development of global communication systems and
telecommunications, network and information technologies, transferring of significant part of social
activity of the whole society and its separate members from space of an objective reality in new so-
called “virtual” or information-psychological space, creates essentially new opportunities for
dialogues, information exchange and interactions between members of the society.

Of the most interest are the psychological operations which become nowadays one of the
basic elements of the foreign state policy. They are carried out at the level of the inter-state
relationship, inside coalitions, and in internal politics. Psychological operations attract potential
“consumers” by the fact that they afford reaching the aims in the foreign politics without substantial
expenses as technologies of psychological influence are comparably cheap. And second, these
operations are done without force application with elements of manipulation. Special structures
which carry out these operations exist practically in all developed countries. But there is no
mechanism of international legislation that allows regulation of this aspect of international
relationship. As well as there is no strict international determinations of what is permissible and
what is not while conducting psychological operation or psychological war, what sanctions should
be undertaken toward the aggressor — state which uses “forbidden methods”. Thus, it is evident that
psychological operations and information operations can force out the traditional armed conflicts in
international relations. They are not only cheaper but in many cases they are more efficient. The
obvious example is the Arab spring which happened in 2011 and which mostly is a result of
information warfare. In addition, we can just consider the “assistance” of mass media, which mainly
prefer to distribute negative news and write about problems a lot.

The USA is a bright example of mass media control. Because the USA is the world power
which media today is frequently known as the Fourth Estate, an appellation that suggests the press
shares equal stature with the other branches of government created by the Constitution. The media
or “Fourth Estate” plays a vital role as a guardian of U.S. democracy, and the media of the US plays
a crucial role not only inside the country, but also in the world in general, its mass media is
irrefutable actor of international relations.

Since the world public opinion has become an important factor of the international relations,
the media resource role promptly increases in foreign policy. The recognized leader the USA which
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at global level managed mass media to create the mechanism providing information support of the
interests in all regions of the world is a real example of that. Only official annual expenses of the
White house on foreign policy promotion exceed 1 billion dollars. Washington not only creates the
necessary information image of the country through a network of media structures specially created
for this purpose, but also actively corrects for this purpose information policy in many sovereign
states. Thus the American diplomacy and media activity not simply go a foot to a foot, but also are
incorporated under a roof of one structure. And according to some resources, in the US State
department so-called “The center of fast reaction” officially operates in some years. Its task is
correction of an image of America in case it incorrectly moves in foreign mass media from the point
of view of Washington. This Center has very large powers, up to for direct intervention in editorial
policy of foreign mass media and pressure upon certain journalists.

Similar divisions also exist in other American departments. For example, thanks to the
information leak organized by the edition of “The Washington Post”, it became known that in 2008
the Ministry of Defense of the USA paid to private contractors in Iraq in total 300 million dollars
for production of political materials, news, entertainment programs and social advertizing for the
Irag mass media. The main objective of campaign is to involve local population in support of the
American policy. Analysts note that transition to information society changes presently even
strategy of military campaigns. The mass media subordinated to leading world players, serve for a
long time a task not to reflect reality, but to form it is in advance set tone. Often mass media
become that tool which allows not only to get public support, but also to create a reason for military
invasion into the sovereign state. The USA is an only power which operates this “weapon”
perfectly, US government not only create and control the image of the country, but also use mass
media in its foreign policy and in its political interests. The classical example which has become the
already axiomatic is Yugoslavia. Not less bright facts of the coordinated work of mass media can be
found in foreign policy in the history with the first invasion of Americans into Irag. It is known that
war in the Persian Gulf was served by the special firms which are engaged in public relations.
Before them there was an objective: to justify participation of the USA in hostilities. Thus, at
hearings in the American Congress a certain Kuwaiti girl with details told, how the Iraq soldiers
took out babies and put them on cold concrete in one of hospitals. The story rendered the necessary
impression and played an important role in preparation of military invasion into Irag. However, as it
appeared later, the girl whom specially prepared for performance, having taught her at several
lessons of acting was not on a place of events. It appeared the daughter of the ambassador of
Kuwait in the USA. In the third millennium information technologies stepped further away, and the
role of mass media from the auxiliary turned into the central. Wars of the XXI century turn into the
production performances calculated on operating emotions of world audience in interests of
realization of own state policy.

Example of the second Iraq campaign of the USA and allies is an evident to it confirmation.
As some experts note, during invasion into Iraq in 2003 shock groups of allies as if posed before
television cameras and operations entered only when their PR effect already in advance was known.
Such scenario, in fact, became a new version of impact on mass consciousness in which with reality
work how it do with a plot of the journalistic reporting. Thus actually operations become one of the
scenes provided by the scenario, and lose the key, independent role.

How it is skillfully possible to use mass media in the foreign policy, tells also more modern
examples — Civil war in Libya, Arab Spring, and possibly even crisis in Ukraine: according to the
Russian professor I. Panarin, NATO spent more than a month to prepare the corresponding
information picture against governmental armies of Gaddafi in Libya;according to the Arab Social
Media Report, Nearly 9 in 10 Egyptians and Tunisians surveyed in March said they were using
Facebook to organize protests or spread awareness about them; adherents of the idea that US
organized all “Flower revolutions” believe that US spent considerable amount of money to form
and support antigovernmental groups, bloggers and journalists in Ukraine. Whether it is truth or not,
the fact is that the media resource allows manipulating international policy today. Forecasts which
the German philosopher Oswald Spengler at the beginning of the last century gave in the well-
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known work “The Decline of the West” came true. O. Spengler wrote in his research: “In the near
future three or four world newspapers will manage provincial newspapers and with their help —
“will of the people”. Everything will be solved by small group of the people, supervising these
newspapers, whose names, probably, even won’t be known, however huge mass of politicians of the
second rank, deputies and journalists, representatives of the provincial horizons, will support in the
lowest layers of society illusion of national self-determination”. And though the German scientist
did not take into account the development of electronic mass media, he quite precisely foresaw
information’s role in society which has strongly grown.

Summarizing, mass media, certainly, presently makes essential impact on the international
climate. The role of mass media in formation of this or that relationship between the countries and
the people is great. But as we have already mentioned it is a powerful “weapon” in the hands of
“players”. Mass media, including internet editions, remains the tool of those who “pays and orders
music”, the tool of those who aspires to operate the majority to dominate over the countries and the
people, forcing them to obey itself and to the allies to go or “stand” on the way specified by them.
In our information century the foreign policy cannot be formed without mass media. Mass media,
especially electronic, turned long ago mainly into the weapon of programming of mass psychology.
The belief and method, based on the law of free will are not applied; mass media uses total
hypnotization and impact on subconsciousness and suggestions.

The present world sated with various mass media, does not cancel the need of the strong
political management. Perhaps, this need even amplifies. Also mass media does not replace
confidential diplomacy, but at the same time from the most interesting phenomena of information
age is democratization of access to funds of the mass information, meaning growth of number of the
groups, capable to influence foreign policy. That’s why nowadays country cannot carry out its
policy without mass media. Mass media form today new level of communications between the
world countries, creating global infrastructure and getting practically into all spheres of interstate
relations. The modern world is subordinated to a private rule: the real event is essential only when
mass media has told about it to general public. Though diplomacy is considered quite conservative
sphere, such serious changes could not avoid it. As the example of the most developed and active
players of the world scene testifies, in their relations with the outside world one of priority roles is
given today to mass media. As experts claim, if the country in modern conditions does not manage
to enter into world information telecommunication system as the independent player note, it should
concede a part of the independence to other states more developed in this regard. Every country
should have its own media diplomacy.

Media diplomacy has become an important component of contemporary foreign policy
because of the information revolution. Media have become a dominant source of information for
people and a powerful player in international relationships. The traditional idea of global power,
determined primarily by military advantage, no longer sufficiently explains the nature of
contemporary international relations and foreign policy. Many people are persuaded that “Who
controls the information — controls the world”. Of course it is not true for whole society, but in the
political scene the information plays one of the most important roles, it is a powerful instrument, an
integral part of policy and international relations.
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VIIK 327 (02)
K BOITPOCY O IAHXANCKOI OPTAHU3AIIUM COTPYIHUYECTBA (ILIOC)

KonmaramoeroB Jluamyxamen A03aayiabl
dimash0935@mail.ru
CryneHT 2 kypca crienuaabHOCTH «MexayHapoansie oTHomenus» EHY um. JI.H.I'ymunera,
Acrana, Ka3zaxcran
Hayunsiit pyxkoBogutens — A. XK. Typxanosa

[Hanxaiickas opranuzauus corpyaauuectBa (IIIOC) - mocrosHHO —JaeiicTByromas
MEXIPAaBUTEIbCTBEHHAS] MEXAYHAPOAHAsI OpraHU3alus, O CO3JaHUU KOTOPOil Obl10 00BsABIEHO 15
utoHs 2001 rona B Illanxae (KHP).

Unenamun IOC sBnsrorcss Poccus, Kwurait, Kazaxcran, Kuprususa, Tamxukucras,
V36ekucran. [IIOC npeamectBoBan mMexanu3Mm «lllanxaiickoil mATEpKU», B KOTOPYIO HE BXOIMI
V36ekucran. ['ocynapcrBamu-uabmogarensmu npu [LIOC sastorcs WMuanus, Mpan, MoHromms,
[Takucran.

IOC ne sBnsieTcs BoeHHBIM 010Kk0M (Kak, Haripumep, HATO) unu oTKpbITHIM perysipHbIM
coBemanueM Mo Oe3zomacHoctu (kak, Hanpumep, AP® ACEAH), a 3aHumMaeT mpoMexyTOUHYIO
no3uio [1].

Cornacno ct. 1 ocHoBononaratomero gokymenta LHIOC - Xaptuu ot 7 utons 2002
roja, oCHOBHEIMH 1eisamu 1 3amadamu [IIOC geisgiorcs:

VKpeIieHue MEXAYy TOCyJapCTBaMHU-YICHAMH B3aWMHOTO  JIOBEpUs, JAPYKObI U
no00pococeCTBa;

pa3BUTHE MHOTOMPOUIBHOTO COTPYIHUYECTBA B IEAX MOJACPKAHUS U YKPEIUICHUS MUPAa,
0€30MacHOCTH M CTAOMJIBHOCTU B PETMOHE, COACHCTBHS MOCTPOCHHUIO HOBOI'O JIEMOKPATHUYECKOTO,
CIPaBEUIMBOTO U PALIMOHAIIBHOTO MOJIUTHYECKOTO M dKOHOMHYECKOTO MEXTYHAPOAHOIO OPSIKA;

COBMECTHOE TPOTHUBOJCICTBHE TEPPOPU3MY, CEMapaTu3My M SKCTPEMH3MY BO BCEX HX
MPOSIBIICHUSIX, OOphOa C HE3aKOHHBIM OOOPOTOM HAPKOTUKOB M OPYXKHS, IPYTMMHU BUIAMHU
TPaHCHALMOHAIBHOW IPECTYIHON IEATEIbHOCTH, a TAK)KE HE3aKOHHOM MUTpaLUEH;

nooipenrne 3(p(PeKTUBHOr0 PErHOHANBHOTO COTPYAHUYECTBA B IOJIUTHYECKOM, TOProBO-
SKOHOMMYECKOM, OOOpPOHHOW, MPaBOOXPAHUTEIBHON, MPUPOAOOXPAHHOM, KYJIbTYpHOW, Hay4dHO-
TEXHUYECKOH, 00pa3oBaTeibHON, SHEPreTUYecKOod, TPaHCIOPTHOM, KPEAUTHO-(HHAHCOBOH WU
IpyTUX 00acTAX, MPEACTABISAIOMUX 00NN HHTEPEC;

CoJieicTBUE  BCECTOPOHHEMY U  COaJaHCUPOBAHHOMY  IKOHOMHYECKOMY  POCTY,
COLIMAJIbHOMY U KYJbTYpPHOMY pa3BUTHIO B PErHOHE IOCPEICTBOM COBMECTHBIX ACHCTBUI Ha
OCHOBE PABHOMPABHOTO MApPTHEPCTBA B LENSIX HEYKIOHHOTO MOBBIIIEHUS YPOBHS U YIyUlIEHUS
YCIIOBUH KM3HU HAPOJIOB TOCYAPCTB-YICHOB;

KOOpPAMHALIMS MOJIX0/I0B IPU UHTETPALlMU B MUPOBYIO SKOHOMUKY;

coJlelicTBUE O00€CIeYeHNI0 MpaB M OCHOBHBIX CBOOOJI Ye€lIOBEKa B COOTBETCTBHHM C
MEX1YHapOAHBIMU 00s13aTeNTLCTBAMU rocyJapCTB-4JICHOB u ux HallMOHATbHBIM
3aKOHOJATEIbCTBOM;

MOJAJICpKAHUE U PA3BUTUE OTHOIICHHH C APYTMMHU TOCyJapCTBaMU U MEXIYHAPOJHBIMU
OpraHM3aIsIMy;

B3aMIMOJICHCTBHE B MPEIOTBPALICHUH MEXKIyHAPOIHBIX KOH(DIUKTOB W HX MHUPHOM
YpEryJIMPOBaHUH;COBMECTHBIN IMMOUCK pelIeHUH podieM, KOTopbie BO3HUKHYT B X XI Beke [2]

Boicuum opranoM gans npuHsatus pemeHuid B IIIOC sBnserca Coser riaB
rocyaapctB-uiieHoB (CI'T), xoToperit cobupaercs pa3 B roa, u Coset rinaB npaButensetB (CITI),
KOTOPBII Tak)Ke cOOMpaeTcsi OAUH Pa3 B TOJ.
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