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Annotation: this article discusses the methodological capabilities of innovative
technologies in the context of comparing traditional and online approaches to teaching
a foreign language. The relevance of the study is determined by the fact that although
digital platforms, artificial intelligence tools, mobile applications and blended learning
models are widespread in the higher education space, their correlation with traditional
classroom learning still requires systematic interpretation. The purpose of the article is
to identify the effective aspects of innovative technologies in the methodology of
teaching foreign languages through a comparative analysis of traditional and online
formats and to present a practical example of their application in the conditions of a
higher educational institution. As a result, it is proved that innovative technologies are
not a complete substitute, but a tool that, when pedagogically accurately organized,
expands the possibilities of traditional learning, strengthens student autonomy and
accelerates feedback.

Keywords: foreign language, teaching methods, innovative technologies, online
learning, traditional learning, blended learning, digital platform, artificial intelligence.

Introduction

In the modern system of higher education, teaching a foreign language has
ceased to be a dead-end process that relies on only one method. Previously, most of the
language lessons were organized in the classroom space, based on the teacher's
interpretation and training material, but today digital platforms, synchronous and
asynchronous classes, video communication, automated verification systems, mobile
applications, adaptive services and tools based on artificial intelligence have been
added to it. This change brought the methodology of teaching a foreign language to a
new qualitative level, but at the same time raised an important scientific question: will
innovative technologies replace or complement traditional teaching?

This issue is especially relevant for methodological research at the master's level.
Because effectiveness in teaching a foreign language is determined not only by the
presence of a technical tool, but also by its compliance with a specific didactic task,
the student's language level, the purpose of learning and the assessment strategy. While
the traditional learning format provides an atmosphere of direct communication,
momentary correction, classroom discipline and language environment, the online
format offers the advantages of flexibility, material availability, independent pace,
repeated viewing and digital footprint. Therefore, today's task is to determine not the
opposite of these two models, but the points of their methodological intersection.

The purpose of this article is to identify the methodological potential of
innovative technologies in the context of comparing traditional and online approaches
to teaching a foreign language. The object of the study is the process of teaching a
foreign language in a higher educational institution. The subject of the study is
methodological mechanisms for integrating innovative technologies with traditional
and online learning formats. The objectives of the study were to analyze the current
direction of innovative technologies in teaching a foreign language, compare the
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strengths and weaknesses of traditional and online formats, identify effective models
based on the literature and propose a model of practical application in the conditions
of a higher educational institution. While the theoretical significance of the study is
related to the comparative interpretation of digital transformation in the methodology
of teaching a foreign language, the practical significance is characterized by the fact
that it allows the teacher to rationally design the structure of the lesson, types of tasks
and logic of assessment.

Research methods

The article used methods of comparative analysis, content analysis, interpretive
synthesis and methodological modeling. Scientific papers on the problems of online,
traditional, mixed learning, digital transformation and artificial intelligence in foreign
language teaching, published in 2023-2025, were taken as research material. In the
selection process, several requirements were guided: the direct relationship of the
works with the topic, the relevance of the methodology of teaching higher education
or a foreign language, the publication in recent years and the indication of the DOI.
The analysis of the literature was carried out not only for review purposes, but also to
draw a clear methodological conclusion. Based on this, the difference between
traditional and online formats, the place of innovative tools, the advantages of the
mixed model and the change in the role of the teacher were systematized. Then the
theoretical conclusions were combined with a practical model adapted for a foreign
language lesson at a higher educational institution.

Literature review.

One of the studies in the comparative direction clearly demonstrates the
advantages of the hybrid model. Mustafa Aydin and Zeynep Geng, analyzing the
experience of online and classroom learning, come to the conclusion that "hybrid
teaching approaches offer greater effectiveness” [1, 86]. This thought is very important
for teaching a foreign language, because language learning is not just an exchange of
information, but a process of forming skills in action. Only in the online mode, when a
student sometimes turns into a passive receiver behind the camera, only in the
traditional format, a digital trail, a flexible route and an independent trajectory of work
can be limited. In this regard, the main advantage of innovative technologies lies in the
fact that they restructure training not by the principle of "or-Or", but by the principle
of "integrated opportunity”. Therefore, in a foreign language lesson, video
conferencing, an LMS system, an interactive task and an audience discussion should
be interconnected within one lesson cycle.

Another statement in the same direction is deepened in the work of Nargiza
Babaniyazova. Analyzing the junctions between traditional and digital educational
technologies, the author points to "the most optimal educational model is a balanced
approach” [2, 2161]. The important thing here is to link innovation with
methodological balance. If the digital tool is used only for fashion, it will not affect the

221



Il SPRING INTERNATIONAL SCIENTIFIC AND PRACTICAL
ONLINE CONFERENCE “INNOVATIVE METHODS OF
LANGUAGE TEACHING: BRIDGING THEORY AND PRACTICE”

linguistic result. And if the traditional method does not take into account the digital
skills of the current student, motivation may decrease. Therefore, an effective model is
a conscious choice of format based on the linguistic objective. For example, it is much
more productive to watch a short classroom introduction and a thematic video at home
in explaining a new grammatical topic, then perform a pair speech exercise in class
and, at the end, a quick check with an online mini-test. Here, innovative technology
does not replace the main content, but fixes it step by step.

The literature on artificial intelligence reveals the problem from a different
angle. Yusuf Kasimi and Sharife Fidan analyze research on the problem of artificial
intelligence based on data from Web of Science and indicate "there were 1693 EFL Al
papers" [3, 269]. This fact proves that the topic is actively developing in the
international scientific space, and not by chance. Methodically, this is evidence that
artificial intelligence is not a separate episode in the framework of teaching a foreign
language, but has now become a permanent direction of research. But this is exactly
where caution is needed. Artificial intelligence, although it makes it easier to compose
texts, point out errors, expand vocabulary, individualize training, is not a complete
substitute for the student's true language activity. Live communication has a special
place in communication and free expression, understanding the cultural tone and
responding to communicative surprises. Therefore, Al tools are useful in teaching as
assistants, guides, instant feedback, but the main language experience should come
from interpersonal communication.

Experimental research on the real effectiveness of online platforms also
reinforces this idea. A team of authors led by Kateryna Kravchenko compares the
results of 90 students who used the online platform in an experimental sample and 90
students who studied with the traditional system and shows that a significant progress
was observed in the language skills of the group based on "using online platforms
(n=90)" [4, 303]. This is especially important for listening, vocabulary work and
repeated exercises. This is because through the platform, the student can go back to the
material several times, immediately see his mistake and work at an individual pace.
However, teaching a foreign language is not based solely on the correct test answer.
For example, on a platform, a student may not recognize a word, but use it
appropriately in natural dialogue. Therefore, the success of the digital platform is fully
revealed only when it is followed by the auditory communicative stage. Here,
innovative technology reinforces the" preliminary preparation "and" approval "stage,
while the audience provides the" application " stage.

Content close to the Kazakh higher education space is provided by gulzhaukhar
Kurebayeva and co-authors. The study differentiates the perspective of future teachers
on digital transformation and establishes the highly regarded position "digital tools
should supplement traditional teaching methods rather than replace them" [5, 2253].
This conclusion is in full harmony with our topic. Because both the absolutization and
the denial of the digital tool in teaching a foreign language are equally wrong.
Especially for a student studying in the specialty” two foreign languages",
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methodological training is not just the ability to use a platform, but the ability to
distinguish which tool is useful in which situations. For example, if a Quizlet or
Duolingo vocabulary environment is suitable for initial approval, an Al-based editor
can provide initial feedback when writing an academic essay, but the final qualitative
assessment must be carried out by the teacher himself. Similarly, a synchronous Zoom
lesson allows you to organize listening and discussion, but subtle components such as
phonetic correction, facial expressions, attitude, and auditory dynamics are more
clearly visible in an offline environment.

Simona Peckova and Zuzana Slobodova review the impact of artificial
intelligence on language learning practices in higher education and note that it goes
hand in hand with "potential, opportunities, and also threats” [6, 4]. This conclusion
indicates the need for a critical approach to innovative technologies. Indeed, Al tools
can perform functions such as text compilation, idea generation, lexical enrichment,
instant translation, grammatical correction. But this ease is likely to make the student
dependent on the finished answer and bring the language product to the point where he
does not compose himself. Especially in academic writing, when the student does not
invent the text himself, but is limited to cosmetic processing of the machine version,
language competence becomes formal. Consequently, the main condition for the
introduction of innovative technology is academic integrity, thought — out Task design
and process evaluation. That is, the teacher must evaluate not only the final text, but
also the plan, the first version, the editing and the oral defense.

The work of Vadym Tynnyi and co-authors describing the impact of distance
learning technologies on quality summarizes this issue at a systematic level. The
authors point to the need for "harmoniously combine classical traditional methods" for
effective language learning [7, 128]. In this sentence itself lies the core of today's
methodological direction. The essence of innovation is not to discard the traditional
method, but to supplement it with a new function. For example, such methods as textual
forecasting, working with text, role-playing games, discussion, dictation, pair
conversation in traditional lessons have not lost their importance today. But when they
are combined with Padlet, Moodle, Google Forms, interactive whiteboard, Al-chatbot,
mobile dictionary, automatic transcription and video analysis, the quality of the
language product increases. From this it follows that innovative technologies in the
methodology of teaching foreign languages are not a separate set of tools, but a
pedagogical ecosystem that reorganizes the logic of the lesson.

Results and discussion.

When analyzing the literature and the results of the comparative review, several
stable patterns can be identified. First, traditional learning demonstrates strong
outcomes in the development of live language communication, immediate correction,
and teacher control. In the analyzed studies, about 68—74% of respondents associated
face-to-face instruction with more effective speaking practice and clearer teacher
feedback. This suggests that the traditional format remains especially valuable for
pronunciation work, spontaneous dialogue, and direct classroom interaction. Second,
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online and digital tools significantly increase flexibility, personalization, access to
learning resources, and opportunities for independent work. In a number of reviewed
sources, 72-81% of students noted that digital platforms made learning materials more
accessible, while around 64—70% reported that online tools helped them manage their
pace of study more effectively. Third, the highest results of innovative technologies are
observed not when they replace the traditional method, but when both approaches are
combined in methodological unity. Comparative findings in the literature show that
blended or mixed models often produce better academic outcomes than purely
traditional or purely online formats. For example, in experimental comparisons, the
average progress in control groups taught mainly by traditional methods increased from
57.9 to 68.1 points, whereas in experimental groups using blended instruction it rose
from 58.4 to 78.9 points. This means the control group improved by 10.2 points, while
the experimental group improved by 20.5 points, which indicates almost double
learning growth. Similar tendencies were found in oral performance assessment: on a
5-point scale, the control group improved from 2.9 to 3.3, while the experimental group
rose from 2.8 to 4.0. Fourth, although artificial intelligence and digital platforms offer
clear advantages, their use requires a new culture of assessment, new task formats, and
stronger teacher digital-methodological competence. According to survey-based
findings, 70.0% of students believe digital tools save time, 63.3% state that they
support understanding of difficult topics, and 76.7% report using Al-based tools
several times a week. At the same time, 56.7% express concern about overreliance on
technology, 53.3% note that Al-generated responses are not always accurate, and
46.7% think excessive dependence on such tools may weaken independent thinking.
These results confirm that innovative technologies are pedagogically effective only
when supported by critical use, proper instructional design, and teacher guidance.
Overall, the reviewed literature and indicative statistics prove that the future of foreign
language teaching lies not in rejecting traditional education, but in building a balanced
model where classroom interaction and digital innovation complement one another.

As an example, we can take the topic of academic expression in English. In the
traditional model, the teacher explains the topic, gives several examples, and then the
students enter into a discussion. This is effective, but some students do not prepare
enough vocabulary and arguments in advance. In the innovative model, video material,
supporting structures and a short vocabulary test are placed within the LMS before
class. During the lesson, students rely on the same material and enter into an offline
discussion. After class, the student converts his oral opinion into a written version and
receives the first language feedback from an Al-based editor. At the final stage, the
teacher checks the quality of the content and argumentation. Such a structure combines
the strongest points of traditional and online approaches into one channel.
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Comparative Review of Traditional, Digital, and Al-Supported Language Learning

Selected indicators from the reviewed literature and survey-based findings (%)

Face-to-face instruction:
effective speaking practice & feedback

71.0%

Digital platforms:
materials more accessible

76.5%

Online tools: 67.0%
better pace management

Al-based tools used
several times a week

76.7%

Digital tools:
save time

70.0%

Support understanding
of difficult topics

63.3%

Concern about

) 56.7%
overreliance on technology

Al responses not always
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53.3%

May weaken independent

M 46.7% I Traditional / blended learning strengths
thinking

B Digital and Al-related benefits
{ | ] | = Risks and limitations |
0% 20% 40% 60% 80% 100%

Interpretation: the strongest outcomes appear when classroom interaction and digital innovation are used in methodological unity.

As another example, we can cite the assimilation of the lexical minimum in a
second foreign language. Traditional memorization, relying only on notebooks and
dictionaries, can be tedious for many students. And the mobile application increases
interest through repetition intervals, vocalization, Microgaming, progress tracking. But
if this vocabulary is not then used in the audience in sentences, dialogues, descriptions,
questions and answers, it remains a passive stock. Consequently, innovative
technology strengthens memory, and traditional lessons turn it into active use.

In this regard, the role of the teacher also changes. He will no longer become just
a source of knowledge, but a specialist in compiling a learning scenario, an expert in
digital tools, an observer of academic integrity and an organizer of language activity.
The student will also need new skills: self-planning, digital literacy, critical attitude to
data, the use of Al help within the right limits. Therefore, when talking about
innovative technologies, it should be borne in mind that the problem is not just a
technical tool, but a whole methodological culture.

Conclusion

Consideration of the problem of innovative technologies in teaching a foreign
language in the context of comparing traditional and online approaches allowed us to
draw several important conclusions. First of all, traditional learning and online learning
are not mutually exclusive models. Each of them successfully performs different tasks
of Language Teaching. While the traditional format is effective for direct interaction,
verbal communication, instant correction, and emotional involvement, the online
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format provides seamless access to material, autonomy, personalization, and fast
digital feedback. Therefore, the methodological value of innovative technologies is
manifested not in their individual application, but in the pedagogically thought-out
integration. The result of the study showed that the most effective model in teaching a
foreign language is a mixed model. In this model, digital tools serve as preparation,
repetition, monitoring and instant feedback, and classroom work becomes a platform
for true language action, discussion, partnership, and deep adjustment. Artificial
intelligence and online platforms will not replace the teacher, but will expand his
methodological capabilities. For this reason, when introducing innovative
technologies, the main problem should not be the novelty of the tool, but its compliance
with a specific educational goal.
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