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In conclusion, English has become not only a language of communication but 

also a key instrument of globalization and international cooperation. As technological 

progress and global integration develop, its role will likely continue to expand. 

However, in a truly multilingual world, promoting English proficiency must be 

balanced with a conscious effort to preserve linguistic diversity and foster respect for 

all languages. Therefore, while learning English remains an important step for 

individuals seeking global opportunities, it should be pursued within a framework that 

values and sustains multilingualism as a global asset. 

 

References 

1. British Council. (2022). English in Education: Global Trends in English 

Language Learning. London: British Council. 

2. Crystal, D. (2003). English as a Global Language (2nd ed.). Cambridge: 

Cambridge University Press. 

3. Graddol, D. (2006). English Next: Why global English may mean the end 

of ‘English as a Foreign Language’. London: British Council. 

4. Jenkins, J. (2009). World Englishes: A Resource Book for Students (2nd 

ed.). London: Routledge. 

5. Kachru, B. B. (1985). Standards, codification and sociolinguistic realism: 

the English language in the outer circle. In R. Quirk & H. G. Widdowson (Eds.), 

English in the World: Teaching and Learning the Language and Literatures (pp. 11–

30). Cambridge: Cambridge University Press. 

6. Phillipson, R. (1992). Linguistic Imperialism. Oxford: Oxford University 

Press. 

7. Warschauer, M. (2000). Language, identity, and the Internet. In B. Kolko, 

L. Nakamura & G. Rodman (Eds.), Race in Cyberspace (pp. 151–170). New York: 

Routledge. 

 

 

МРНТИ 17.07.41 

 

MYTHOPOETICS AND CULTURAL IDENTITY  

IN MODERN KAZAKH POETRY 

 

Bektur M., Mukhtarkhanova A., Tazhitova G. 

L.N.Gumilyov Eurasian National University, Astana, Kazakhstan 

 

Abstract 

Modern Kazakh poetry demonstrates a strong connection with mythological 

consciousness and national cultural traditions. Mythopoetics plays an important role in 

the artistic representation of collective memory, cultural symbols, and archetypal 

images. The purpose of this article is to analyze mythopoetic elements in modern 
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Kazakh poetry and to examine their role in shaping cultural identity. The study focuses 

on symbolic images derived from mythology, nature, and the nomadic worldview. 

Particular attention is given to the poetic works of Mukagali Makatayev and Olzhas 

Suleimenov. The research shows that mythopoetic imagery functions as a cultural 

mechanism through which national identity and historical memory are preserved and 

reinterpreted. 

Key words: mythopoetics, Kazakh poetry, cultural identity, mythology, 

symbolism, archetypes, nomadic worldview 

 

Түйіндеме 

Қазіргі қазақ поэзиясы мифологиялық санамен және ұлттық мәдени 

дәстүрлермен тығыз байланысын көрсетеді. Мифопоэтика ұжымдық еске алу, 

мәдени символдар және архетиптік бейнелерді көркем көрсетуде маңызды рөл 

атқарады. Мақаланың мақсаты — қазіргі қазақ поэзиясындағы мифопоэтикалық 

элементтерді талдау және олардың мәдени бірегейлікті қалыптастырудағы рөлін 

зерттеу. Зерттеу мифологиядан, табиғаттан және көшпелі дүниетанымнан 

алынған символикалық бейнелерге бағытталған, жұмыста М. Мақатаев пен О. 

Сүлейменов шығармашылығынан үзінділерге талдау жасалады. Нәтижелер 

көрсеткендей, мифопоэтикалық бейнелер ұлттық бірегейлік пен тарихи есте 

сақтауды сақтау және қайта қарау мәдени механизмі ретінде қызмет етеді. 

Түйін сөздер: мифопоэтика, қазақ поэзиясы, мәдени бірегейлік, 

мифология, символизм, архетиптер, көшпелі дүниетаным 

 

Аннотация 

Современная казахская поэзия демонстрирует глубокую связь с 

мифологическим сознанием и национальными культурными традициями. 

Мифопоэтика играет важную роль в художественном отражении коллективной 

памяти, культурных символов и архетипических образов. Цель статьи — 

проанализировать мифопоэтические элементы в современной казахской поэзии 

и исследовать их роль в формировании культурной идентичности. Исследование 

сосредоточено на символических образах, заимствованных из мифологии, 

природы и кочевого мировоззрения, с особым вниманием к творчеству Мукагали 

Макатаева и Олжаса Сулейменова. Результаты показывают, что 

мифопоэтические образы функционируют как культурный механизм, через 

который сохраняется и переосмысливается национальная идентичность и 

историческая память. 

Ключевые слова: мифопоэтика, казахская поэзия, культурная 

идентичность, мифология, символизм, архетипы, кочевое мировоззрение 

 

Introduction 

In contemporary literary studies, mythopoetics is widely recognized as an 

important approach to understanding the symbolic structure of literary texts. 
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Mythological images, archetypes, and traditional narratives often function as cultural 

codes that reveal the worldview and spiritual values of a particular society. In modern 

Kazakh poetry, mythopoetic elements play a significant role in expressing the cultural 

identity of the nation. Kazakh literature has historically developed in close connection 

with oral traditions, folklore, epic narratives, and mythological beliefs. These cultural 

elements constitute the foundation of the national literary tradition and continue to 

influence modern poetic discourse. Contemporary poets frequently reinterpret 

mythological motifs and symbols, adapting them to modern social and cultural 

realities. 

The theoretical foundations of mythopoetics have been widely discussed in 

literary studies. Northrop Frye emphasized that mythological structures serve as 

universal narrative patterns underlying literary imagination [1]. Similarly, Carl Jung 

introduced the concept of archetypes and the collective unconscious, explaining that 

mythological symbols represent deep psychological structures shared by members of a 

cultural community [2]. Mircea Eliade noted that myth functions as a bridge between 

sacred and profane consciousness, influencing both literature and social perception [3]. 

Within this theoretical framework, modern Kazakh poetry can be examined as a 

cultural space where mythological thinking interacts with contemporary literary forms. 

Poets integrate traditional symbols of the steppe, sky, nature, and ancestral heritage 

into their works, creating poetic discourse that reflects both national identity and 

universal human experience. 

 

Mythopoetic Foundations of Kazakh Poetic Tradition 

The mythopoetic tradition in Kazakh poetry originates from ancient 

mythological beliefs and the nomadic worldview of the Kazakh people. Mythological 

consciousness historically shaped the perception of nature, space, and time within 

nomadic culture. The mythopoetic and anthropological dimensions of Kazakh poetry 

have been explored in the works of Kazakh scholars such as Kaskabasov, Nurgali, and 

Abdimanuly, who examine mythological consciousness, cultural symbols, and national 

identity within literary discourse [4,5,6]. Elements such as the sky, steppe, wind, 

mountains, and rivers were often perceived not merely as natural phenomena but as 

living spiritual forces [4]. The sacred symbolism of the sky in the Kazakh worldview 

is associated with Tengrian cosmology, representing divine power and cosmic 

harmony [5]. Mountains, rivers, and other natural elements are interpreted as 

archetypal symbols reflecting the spiritual worldview of nomadic society [6, 7]. 

The steppe, in particular, is central in Kazakh cultural imagination, representing 

freedom, historical memory, and continuity of nomadic heritage. Kaskabasov and 

Abdimanuly analyzed how the steppe functions as a poetic symbol and a medium for 

cultural memory [4,6]. Oral traditions and ancestral connections are also central to 

mythopoetic imagery, providing a symbolic dialogue between past and present 

generations [5]. Lotman [7] emphasized that mythopoetic motifs function as both 

narrative devices and cultural markers encoding social values and collective memory. 
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In Kazakh poetry, these motifs are often reinterpreted to meet contemporary aesthetic 

and intellectual needs, blending historical, spiritual, and natural symbolism into 

modern poetic language [6]. 

 

Methodology 

This study applies a qualitative approach combining textual analysis, 

comparative analysis, and cultural contextualization. Textual analysis is used to 

identify mythopoetic images and symbols in the poetic works of Mukagali Makatayev 

and Olzhas Suleimenov. Comparative analysis connects these elements with theoretical 

frameworks developed by Frye, Jung, and Eliade [1,2,3]. Cultural contextualization 

allows interpretation of poetic imagery within the Kazakh nomadic worldview, 

national traditions, and historical memory [4,5]. 

 

Results and discussion 

Textual analysis identifies mythopoetic images in poems. For example: 

Mukagali Makatayev’s lines 

«Мен таулықпын! 

Таудан мен жаратылғам» [8] 

illustrate the use of natural symbols (mountains) as archetypes representing 

human strength and cultural continuity [2,4]. 

Comparative analysis links Kazakh mythopoetics with Frye, Jung, and Eliade 

frameworks [1,2,3]. Steppe imagery functions as a universal archetype (Frye), 

collective unconscious (Jung), and sacred space (Eliade). 

Cultural contextualization interprets symbols in relation to Kazakh nomadic 

worldview, oral traditions, and national identity [6,7,10]. The homeland and nature 

imagery in poetry encode historical memory and values for contemporary readers. 

Mythopoetic Imagery in the Poetry of Mukagali Makatayev 

Makatayev’s poetry integrates mythopoetic symbols with emotional and 

spiritual reflection. Mountains, rivers, and winds are metaphors for the human soul, 

expressing philosophical and cultural identity [8]. 

«Қарасаз, қара шалғын өлеңде өстім, 

Жыр жазсам оған, жұртым, елеңдестің» [8] 

Textual analysis: The word «шалғын» (meadow) is interpreted as a sacred space, 

while «жыр» (song/poem) represents collective memory. The poet evokes a symbolic 

landscape where nature itself carries cultural and spiritual meaning. 

Comparative analysis: This motif can be linked to Frye’s universal archetype [1] 

as an epic landscape and to Jung’s collective unconscious [2], where natural imagery 

encodes shared human experiences and archetypal patterns. 

Cultural contextualization: The imagery reflects the poet’s connection with 

homeland and nature within the Kazakh cultural tradition [4]. The meadow and song 

function as symbolic vessels of national identity and continuity of nomadic heritage. 

«Отан! Отан! 
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Сен болмасаң не етер ем? 

Мәңгілікке бақытсыз боп өтер ем» [8] 

Textual analysis: These lines express a deep emotional attachment to the 

homeland. The repetition of «Отан» (Homeland) emphasizes its central importance, 

and the speaker’s existential concern underscores the personal and collective 

significance of the land. 

Comparative analysis: The motif corresponds to Frye’s archetype of the sacred 

homeland [1], representing a universal literary theme of belonging. It also resonates 

with Jung’s collective unconscious [2], as the homeland functions as a shared symbol 

of cultural identity for the Kazakh people. 

Cultural contextualization: The poem reflects Kazakh national identity and 

historical consciousness [4], showing how personal emotion and cultural memory 

intertwine. The homeland is not only a geographic space but a repository of collective 

memory and values. 

«Мен таулықпын! 

Таудан мен жаратылғам» [8] 

Textual analysis: Nature imagery is used as a symbol of spiritual strength and 

resilience. Mountains (таулықпын) signify permanence, endurance, and inner power. 

Comparative analysis: The mountains serve as a universal archetype (Frye [1]) 

representing human fortitude and continuity. At the same time, they reflect Jungian 

archetypal patterns [2] linking the individual psyche with collective cultural memory. 

Cultural contextualization: The lines embody a Kazakh cultural connection with 

the land and ancestors [4]. Mountains, as part of the natural landscape, carry historical 

and spiritual meaning, reinforcing national identity and continuity of nomadic heritage. 

Olzhas Suleimenov’s poetry extends mythopoetic exploration to исторические 

и философские темы. His works synthesize the myths of ancient Eurasia, national 

archetypes, and contemporary cultural discourses [4]. 

«История, как река, течет сквозь века, 

И в каждом нашем слове живет предок» [8] 

Textual analysis: The lines employ motifs of ancestry, history, and the flowing 

river to link historical events with cultural experience. 

Comparative analysis: The imagery reflects the integration of local and universal 

mythological symbols, as discussed by Frye, Jung, and Eliade [1,2,3]. 

Cultural contextualization: Represents a dialogue between generations and a 

sacred space of collective memory, emphasizing Kazakh cultural continuity [4,5]. 

«Мифы не умирают, они лишь спят,  

И в стихах наших снова оживают» [8] 

Textual analysis: Highlights the enduring nature of myths and their revival in 

poetry. 

Comparative analysis: Myths function as universal archetypes integrated into 

modern literary discourse (Jung, Eliade) [2,3]. 

Cultural contextualization: The poem preserves cultural memory and historical 
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consciousness, connecting national identity with literary heritage [4,5]. 

«Степь моя, свобода моя, 

В тебе — истоки и будущее народа» [8] 

Textual analysis: The steppe symbolizes freedom and the source of the people’s 

spiritual and cultural life. 

Comparative analysis: Reflects universal archetypes of sacred space and 

homeland (Frye, Jung) [1,2]. 

Cultural contextualization: Serves as a sacred space and a symbol of Kazakh 

national identity, linking past and future generations [5,6]. 

Thus, Olzhas Suleimenov expands the mythopoetic perspective by integrating 

natural and historical symbols with philosophical and cultural reflection, in contrast to 

Mukagali Makatayev, who emphasizes emotional and natural imagery. Analysis shows 

that mythopoetic imagery in modern Kazakh poetry: 

Preserves national identity: poets reinterpret ancestral symbols and myths to 

maintain cultural continuity [5,6].  

Expresses spiritual and emotional states: natural and mythological symbols 

articulate existential and philosophical reflections [5]. 

3. Integrates tradition and modernity: motifs are adapted to contemporary poetic 

forms, creating a dialogue between past and present [6,7]. 

4. Connects local and global: Suleimenov’s historical-mythical motifs link 

Kazakh culture with Eurasian universal archetypes [1,2,3]. Both Mukagali Makatayev 

and Olzhas Suleimenov demonstrate how mythopoetics operates as a cultural 

mechanism sustaining historical memory and shaping collective identity. 

 

Conclusion 

Modern Kazakh poetry shows a profound connection with mythological 

consciousness and national cultural traditions. Mythopoetic imagery plays a central 

role in expressing cultural identity, preserving historical memory, and constructing 

symbolic representations of the national worldview. 

The analysis of the works of Mukagali Makatayev and Olzhas Suleimenov 

shows that mythopoetics remains an important artistic strategy in contemporary 

Kazakh literature bridging tradition and modernity, local and universal cultural 

experience.. Through mythological symbols, archetypal images, and references to 

traditional cultural values, poets construct a poetic discourse that reflects both national 

identity and universal human experience. Thus, mythopoetics can be considered a 

significant cultural mechanism that allows modern literature to maintain continuity 

with the past while engaging with contemporary intellectual and artistic contexts. 
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Кіріспе 

Жаһандану және халықаралық қатынастардың белсенді дамуы жағдайында 

әлем тілдері қарқынды өзара әрекеттесуге енуде. Қазақстан Республикасының 

ресми тілі ретінде қазақ тілі де лексикалық жаңартуға және қарызға алуға 

ұшырайды. 

Қазіргі даму кезеңіндегі ең көрнекті құбылыстардың бірі - ағылшын тілінің 

ағылшын тілінен шыққан сөздер мен терминдердің – енуі. 

ХХІ ғасырда ағылшын тілі ғылымның, білімнің, технологияның және 

кәсіби қарым-қатынастың халықаралық тілі ретінде қызмет етеді. Демек, 

англицизмдер БАҚ-та, ғылыми басылымдарда, білім беру ортасында және сәулет 

және құрылыс сияқты кәсіби салаларда кеңінен қолданылады. Бұл тақырыптың 

өзектілігі англицизмдердің қазақ тіліне әсерін ғылыми талдау және олардың 

қазіргі терминологиялық жүйені қалыптастырудағы рөлін анықтау 

қажеттілігінен туындайды. 
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