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In conclusion, English has become not only a language of communication but
also a key instrument of globalization and international cooperation. As technological
progress and global integration develop, its role will likely continue to expand.
However, in a truly multilingual world, promoting English proficiency must be
balanced with a conscious effort to preserve linguistic diversity and foster respect for
all languages. Therefore, while learning English remains an important step for
individuals seeking global opportunities, it should be pursued within a framework that
values and sustains multilingualism as a global asset.
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MYTHOPOETICS AND CULTURAL IDENTITY
IN MODERN KAZAKH POETRY

Bektur M., Mukhtarkhanova A., Tazhitova G.
L.N.Gumilyov Eurasian National University, Astana, Kazakhstan

Abstract

Modern Kazakh poetry demonstrates a strong connection with mythological
consciousness and national cultural traditions. Mythopoetics plays an important role in
the artistic representation of collective memory, cultural symbols, and archetypal
images. The purpose of this article is to analyze mythopoetic elements in modern
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Kazakh poetry and to examine their role in shaping cultural identity. The study focuses
on symbolic images derived from mythology, nature, and the nomadic worldview.
Particular attention is given to the poetic works of Mukagali Makatayev and Olzhas
Suleimenov. The research shows that mythopoetic imagery functions as a cultural
mechanism through which national identity and historical memory are preserved and
reinterpreted.

Key words: mythopoetics, Kazakh poetry, cultural identity, mythology,
symbolism, archetypes, nomadic worldview

Tyiingeme

Kazipri kazak mo33uschl MU(DOJIOTHSAIBIK CaHAMEH J>KOHE VJITTBHIK MOJCHU
JTOCTYPJIEPMEH THIFbI3 OaiJIaHBICBIH KepceTeni. Mudono3Tnka YKbIMJIBIK €CKe ay,
MOJICHU CHUMBOJIJIAP JKOHE apXCTHMNTIK OCHHEep/li KOPKEeM KOpCeTyae MaHBI3IbI POl
aTKapaabl. MaKaJlaHbIH MaKcaThl — Ka3ipri Ka3ak Mo33usChIHAaFbl MU(OMOITUKAITBIK
AJIEMEHTTEP/1 TaJIIay KOHE OJIAP IbIH MOJIEHU O1pETeiiTiKTI KaJIBITITaCThIPYIaFbl POJIIH
3eprrey. 3eprrey MudosorusjgaH, TaOWFaTTaH >KOHE KeImei JYHUEeTaHbIMHAH
aJIBIHFaH CUMBOJIMKAJIBIK OclHenepre OarbITTayiFaH, )xymbicta M. MakaraeB nied O.
CyneiiMeHOB IIbIFapMalIbUIBIFBIHAH Y3IHAUIEpre Tangay xkacamanbl. Hotwmkenep
KOPCETKEHIeH, MUDOMOAITUKAIBIK OCHHENep YITTBIK OIpereiyiik MeH Tapuxu ecTe
cakTay/bl CaKTay *oHe KalTa Kapay MOJICHH MEXaHU3M1 PETIH/IE KbI3MET €Te/Il.

Tyiiin ce3aep: MudomnodTHKa, Kazak IMOI3MICH, MOJCHH OIpeTeuiK,
MU(DOJIOTHUSI, CHMBOJIM3M, apXETUIITED, KOIIIEI JYHUETaHbIM

AHHOTALUA

CoBpemeHHasi Ka3zaxckas TM033Us JEMOHCTPUPYET TIyOOKyl0 CBS3b C
MU(DOIOTUYECKUM CO3HAHHEM U HAI[MOHANBHBIMU KYJIBTYPHBIMU TPAIUIUSIMU.
MudomnosTuka UrpaeT BaxKHYIO pOJib B XyJ0’KECTBEHHOM OTPAKEHUH KOJIJIEKTUBHOM
MaMATH, KyJIbTYPHBIX CHMBOJIOB W apXeTUNU4eckux obOpasos. llenp crtatem —
MPOAHATU3UPOBATH MU(POTIOITUIECKUE DIIEMEHTHI B COBPEMEHHOM Ka3aXCKOM M033UHU
Y MCCIIEIOBATh X POJIb B (DOPMUPOBAHHUH KYIbTYpHOU uaeHTHYHOCTH. MccnenoBanue
COCPEIOTOYCHO Ha CHMBOJMYECKHX 00pa3ax, 3aMMCTBOBAaHHBIX M3 MHU(DOIOTHH,
MPUPOABI K KOUEBOTO MUPOBO33PEHUS, C 0COOBIM BHUMAHUEM K TBOpUYECTBY MyKaranu
Makataeea u  Omxkaca  CyneiiMeHoBa.  Pe3ynbTaThl  MOKa3bIBAIOT,  YTO
MudomodTHaeckrue o0pasbl (YHKIIMOHUPYIOT KaK KYJIbTYPHBIM MEXaHW3M, 4Yepe3
KOTOPBIM COXpaHSIeTCSI M MEePEOCMBICIMBAECTCS HAlMOHAIbHA WIEHTUYHOCTH U
HUCTOPUYECKAS] TAMSATh.

KioueBble cjoBa: MudomodTHKa, Kazaxckas IO0d3Us, KyJbTypHas
UJEHTUYHOCTh, MU(OJIOTHS, CHMBOJIU3M, apXETHUIIbI, KOUEBOE MUPOBO33PEHHE

Introduction
In contemporary literary studies, mythopoetics is widely recognized as an
important approach to understanding the symbolic structure of literary texts.
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Mythological images, archetypes, and traditional narratives often function as cultural
codes that reveal the worldview and spiritual values of a particular society. In modern
Kazakh poetry, mythopoetic elements play a significant role in expressing the cultural
identity of the nation. Kazakh literature has historically developed in close connection
with oral traditions, folklore, epic narratives, and mythological beliefs. These cultural
elements constitute the foundation of the national literary tradition and continue to
influence modern poetic discourse. Contemporary poets frequently reinterpret
mythological motifs and symbols, adapting them to modern social and cultural
realities.

The theoretical foundations of mythopoetics have been widely discussed in
literary studies. Northrop Frye emphasized that mythological structures serve as
universal narrative patterns underlying literary imagination [1]. Similarly, Carl Jung
introduced the concept of archetypes and the collective unconscious, explaining that
mythological symbols represent deep psychological structures shared by members of a
cultural community [2]. Mircea Eliade noted that myth functions as a bridge between
sacred and profane consciousness, influencing both literature and social perception [3].

Within this theoretical framework, modern Kazakh poetry can be examined as a
cultural space where mythological thinking interacts with contemporary literary forms.
Poets integrate traditional symbols of the steppe, sky, nature, and ancestral heritage
into their works, creating poetic discourse that reflects both national identity and
universal human experience.

Mythopoetic Foundations of Kazakh Poetic Tradition

The mythopoetic tradition in Kazakh poetry originates from ancient
mythological beliefs and the nomadic worldview of the Kazakh people. Mythological
consciousness historically shaped the perception of nature, space, and time within
nomadic culture. The mythopoetic and anthropological dimensions of Kazakh poetry
have been explored in the works of Kazakh scholars such as Kaskabasov, Nurgali, and
Abdimanuly, who examine mythological consciousness, cultural symbols, and national
identity within literary discourse [4,5,6]. Elements such as the sky, steppe, wind,
mountains, and rivers were often perceived not merely as natural phenomena but as
living spiritual forces [4]. The sacred symbolism of the sky in the Kazakh worldview
IS associated with Tengrian cosmology, representing divine power and cosmic
harmony [5]. Mountains, rivers, and other natural elements are interpreted as
archetypal symbols reflecting the spiritual worldview of nomadic society [6, 7].

The steppe, in particular, is central in Kazakh cultural imagination, representing
freedom, historical memory, and continuity of nomadic heritage. Kaskabasov and
Abdimanuly analyzed how the steppe functions as a poetic symbol and a medium for
cultural memory [4,6]. Oral traditions and ancestral connections are also central to
mythopoetic imagery, providing a symbolic dialogue between past and present
generations [5]. Lotman [7] emphasized that mythopoetic motifs function as both
narrative devices and cultural markers encoding social values and collective memory.
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In Kazakh poetry, these motifs are often reinterpreted to meet contemporary aesthetic
and intellectual needs, blending historical, spiritual, and natural symbolism into
modern poetic language [6].

Methodology

This study applies a qualitative approach combining textual analysis,
comparative analysis, and cultural contextualization. Textual analysis is used to
identify mythopoetic images and symbols in the poetic works of Mukagali Makatayev
and Olzhas Suleimenov. Comparative analysis connects these elements with theoretical
frameworks developed by Frye, Jung, and Eliade [1,2,3]. Cultural contextualization
allows interpretation of poetic imagery within the Kazakh nomadic worldview,
national traditions, and historical memory [4,5].

Results and discussion

Textual analysis identifies mythopoetic images in poems. For example:
Mukagali Makatayev’s lines

«MeH TaynbIKIbIH !

Taynan meH xapatbuiram» [8]

illustrate the use of natural symbols (mountains) as archetypes representing
human strength and cultural continuity [2,4].

Comparative analysis links Kazakh mythopoetics with Frye, Jung, and Eliade
frameworks [1,2,3]. Steppe imagery functions as a universal archetype (Frye),
collective unconscious (Jung), and sacred space (Eliade).

Cultural contextualization interprets symbols in relation to Kazakh nomadic
worldview, oral traditions, and national identity [6,7,10]. The homeland and nature
imagery in poetry encode historical memory and values for contemporary readers.

Mythopoetic Imagery in the Poetry of Mukagali Makatayev

Makatayev’s poetry integrates mythopoetic symbols with emotional and
spiritual reflection. Mountains, rivers, and winds are metaphors for the human soul,
expressing philosophical and cultural identity [8].

«Kapacas, Kapa majarblH 6JICHIC 6CTiM,

XbIp xazcam oraH, )KYPTHIM, eleHaecTiH» [8]

Textual analysis: The word «wanzein» (Mmeadow) is interpreted as a sacred space,
while «orceip» (Song/poem) represents collective memory. The poet evokes a symbolic
landscape where nature itself carries cultural and spiritual meaning.

Comparative analysis: This motif can be linked to Frye’s universal archetype [1]
as an epic landscape and to Jung’s collective unconscious [2], where natural imagery
encodes shared human experiences and archetypal patterns.

Cultural contextualization: The imagery reflects the poet’s connection with
homeland and nature within the Kazakh cultural tradition [4]. The meadow and song
function as symbolic vessels of national identity and continuity of nomadic heritage.

«Oran! Otan!
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Cen OonmMacan He eTep em?

MoHringikke 0aKbITChI3 OoI oTep em» [8]

Textual analysis: These lines express a deep emotional attachment to the
homeland. The repetition of «Oman» (Homeland) emphasizes its central importance,
and the speaker’s existential concern underscores the personal and collective
significance of the land.

Comparative analysis: The motif corresponds to Frye’s archetype of the sacred
homeland [1], representing a universal literary theme of belonging. It also resonates
with Jung’s collective unconscious [2], as the homeland functions as a shared symbol
of cultural identity for the Kazakh people.

Cultural contextualization: The poem reflects Kazakh national identity and
historical consciousness [4], showing how personal emotion and cultural memory
intertwine. The homeland is not only a geographic space but a repository of collective
memory and values.

«MeH TaynbIKIbIH!

Taynan mMeH xapatbuiram» [8]

Textual analysis: Nature imagery is used as a symbol of spiritual strength and
resilience. Mountains (mayasixnein) signify permanence, endurance, and inner power.

Comparative analysis: The mountains serve as a universal archetype (Frye [1])
representing human fortitude and continuity. At the same time, they reflect Jungian
archetypal patterns [2] linking the individual psyche with collective cultural memory.

Cultural contextualization: The lines embody a Kazakh cultural connection with
the land and ancestors [4]. Mountains, as part of the natural landscape, carry historical
and spiritual meaning, reinforcing national identity and continuity of nomadic heritage.

Olzhas Suleimenov’s poetry extends mythopoetic exploration to ucropuueckue
u ¢unocodckue Temel. His works synthesize the myths of ancient Eurasia, national
archetypes, and contemporary cultural discourses [4].

«HcTopusi, Kak peka, TeYET CKBO3b BEKa,

W B xaXJI0M HaIlleM CJIOBE )KHBET MpeIoKk» [8]

Textual analysis: The lines employ motifs of ancestry, history, and the flowing
river to link historical events with cultural experience.

Comparative analysis: The imagery reflects the integration of local and universal
mythological symbols, as discussed by Frye, Jung, and Eliade [1,2,3].

Cultural contextualization: Represents a dialogue between generations and a
sacred space of collective memory, emphasizing Kazakh cultural continuity [4,5].

«Mudst He yMUPAIOT, OHU JIUIIIH CIIST,

W B cTHXaX HaIIKMX CHOBA OXXHBArOT» [8]

Textual analysis: Highlights the enduring nature of myths and their revival in
poetry.

Comparative analysis: Myths function as universal archetypes integrated into
modern literary discourse (Jung, Eliade) [2,3].

Cultural contextualization: The poem preserves cultural memory and historical
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consciousness, connecting national identity with literary heritage [4,5].

«Ctenp Mos1, cBOOO 1A MOSI,

B tebe — nctoku u Oyaymiee Hapoaay [8]

Textual analysis: The steppe symbolizes freedom and the source of the people’s
spiritual and cultural life.

Comparative analysis: Reflects universal archetypes of sacred space and
homeland (Frye, Jung) [1,2].

Cultural contextualization: Serves as a sacred space and a symbol of Kazakh
national identity, linking past and future generations [5,6].

Thus, Olzhas Suleimenov expands the mythopoetic perspective by integrating
natural and historical symbols with philosophical and cultural reflection, in contrast to
Mukagali Makatayev, who emphasizes emotional and natural imagery. Analysis shows
that mythopoetic imagery in modern Kazakh poetry:

Preserves national identity: poets reinterpret ancestral symbols and myths to
maintain cultural continuity [5,6].

Expresses spiritual and emotional states: natural and mythological symbols
articulate existential and philosophical reflections [5].

3. Integrates tradition and modernity: motifs are adapted to contemporary poetic
forms, creating a dialogue between past and present [6,7].

4. Connects local and global: Suleimenov’s historical-mythical motifs link
Kazakh culture with Eurasian universal archetypes [1,2,3]. Both Mukagali Makatayev
and Olzhas Suleimenov demonstrate how mythopoetics operates as a cultural
mechanism sustaining historical memory and shaping collective identity.

Conclusion

Modern Kazakh poetry shows a profound connection with mythological
consciousness and national cultural traditions. Mythopoetic imagery plays a central
role in expressing cultural identity, preserving historical memory, and constructing
symbolic representations of the national worldview.

The analysis of the works of Mukagali Makatayev and Olzhas Suleimenov
shows that mythopoetics remains an important artistic strategy in contemporary
Kazakh literature bridging tradition and modernity, local and universal cultural
experience.. Through mythological symbols, archetypal images, and references to
traditional cultural values, poets construct a poetic discourse that reflects both national
identity and universal human experience. Thus, mythopoetics can be considered a
significant cultural mechanism that allows modern literature to maintain continuity
with the past while engaging with contemporary intellectual and artistic contexts.
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Kipicne

JKahannany skoHe XaJIbIKapalibIK KaTbIHACTAP IbIH OCJICEH/I1 IaMYhI JKaFJalbIHIa
oJlieM TUIIEepl KapKbIHIBI ©3apa opekerrecyre enyae. Kazakcran PecnyOiamkachIHBIH
pecMU TUTI PETIHAE Ka3zaK TUTl /i€ JIGKCHKAJBIK JKaHApTyFa JKOHE Kapb3Fa alyra
YIUBIPanIbI.

Kazipri namy ke3eHiHieri €H KOPHEKTI KYObUTBICTAPAbIH Oipi - aFbUIIIBIH TUTIHIH
aFrbUIIIBIH TUTIHEH IIBIKKAH CO3JeP MEH TEPMUHICPIIH — CHYI.

XXI Facelpfia aFbUIIIBIH TUTl FBUIBIMHBIH, OLTIMHIH, TEXHOJOTHSHBIH >KOHE
KOociOM KapbIM-KATBIHACTBIH XaJIbIKApaJbIK TUTl peTiHae KbI3MEeT ereni. Jlemexk,
aarmunmsmaep bAK-ta, FeutbiMu GackutbiMaap/a, OutriM 6epy opTachbiHAa KOHE COyIIeT
KOHE KYPBUIBIC CUAKTHI KOCIOM cananap/a KeHIHEH KOJMAaHbIIaAbl. byJl TaKbIPBINITHIH
©3EKTUIIN aHMIMIM3MAECPAIH Ka3aK TUIIHE OCEpIH FBUIBIMHM Tajjay *oHE OJapAbiH
Ka3ipri  TEPMUHOJOTHSUIBIK  KYHEH1  KaJbINTACThIpYJarbl  pPOJIH  aHBIKTAy
KaKETTUTITHEH TYbIHIANIbI.

3eprreyain MakcaTbl MEH MiHAeTTepi:
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