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The Silk Road Economic Belt (the “Belt”) represents a free and still developing model of
international economic cooperation that can catalyze development and integration in Eurasia and
contribute to reducing the security threat. For the first time this idea was put forward by the General
Secretary of the Communist Party of China Xi Jinping in September 2013 during a state visit to
Kazakhstan [1]. In October 2013, during his visit to Southeast Asia, China's political leader invited
members of the Association of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN) together to build the "Maritime
Silk Road of the 21st century” [2]. Both initiatives were combined into a single political and
economic strategy of China, which was called "One Belt, One Road". In March 2015, China
published the document "Excellent Prospects and practical actions for the joint creation of the Silk
Road Economic Belt and the Maritime Silk Road of the XXI Century”, which noted that the main
routes of the Silk Road Economic Belt will be:

1) from China via Central Asia and Russia to Europe (to the Baltic Sea);

2) from China via Central Asia and West Asia to the Persian Gulf and the Mediterranean
Seaq,;

3) from China to Southeast Asia, South Asia, to the Indian Ocean.

The directions of the Silk Road Economic Belt include the two a ways:

5394


https://asean.org/the-asean-secretariat-basic-mandate-functions-and-composition/organizational-structure-of-the-asean-secretariat-2/
https://asean.org/the-asean-secretariat-basic-mandate-functions-and-composition/organizational-structure-of-the-asean-secretariat-2/
https://cyberleninka.ru/article/n/vidy-mezhdunarodnyh-ekonomicheskih-obyazatelstv-gosudarstv/viewer/
https://cyberleninka.ru/article/n/vidy-mezhdunarodnyh-ekonomicheskih-obyazatelstv-gosudarstv/viewer/
mailto:dana.kulmukhanova@gmail.com

1) from China's seaports through the South China Sea to the Indian Ocean and further to
Europe;

2) from Chinese ports through the South China Sea to the South Pacific Ocean. Thus, China
is striving to strengthen its political, trade and economic influence throughout the Eurasian space, in
Southeast and South Asia [3].

Xi Jinping formulated the “Belt” action programme of five points:

1) strengthening the coordination of the states of the region in the political sphere, since they
are currently rather poorly developed compared to the level of development of economic contacts
with the countries of the region;

2) intensification of the construction of a unified road network "from the Pacific Ocean to
the Baltic Sea", which should connect South, East and West Asia;

3) development of trade by removing trade barriers, reducing trade costs and investments,
increasing the speed and quality of economic transactions in the region;

4) an increase in foreign exchange flows due to the transition to settlements in national
currencies, where the countries of the region already have a successful experience of cooperation,
which in the future will reduce costs and increase the competitiveness of the region;

5) strengthening the role of national diplomacy, expanding direct ties between the peoples of
the countries of the region [4].

The declared initiative in a very short time began to turn not just into a concept, but into an
international megaproject of great economic interest not only for China, but also for all countries
located along the Great Silk Road, including Kazakhstan. So, these issues were discussed on June
24, 2016 at the historic anniversary summit of the Shanghai Cooperation Organization (SCO) in
Tashkent, which attracted the attention of the world community [5].

Today, many experts emphasize the importance of this Chinese project to reorganize the
developed system of trade and economic relations throughout Eurasia. A large number of studies
and forecasts regarding the impressive volumes of cargo transportation that will go from East to
West along the created economic corridors only confirm this interest. Three decades of structural
changesand rapid growth compared to many countries of the world have made China the engine of
the world economy one of the two leading economies in the world. The country has also become the
world's largest producer and exporter of most types of industrial products. It should also be noted
that China is one of the key trade and economic partners of the EAEU and SCO members.

At the present stage, an important sector for Central Asia is the construction of railways and
highways. For a region with huge but sparsely populated territories, the development of transport
links is of double importance. The Western China-Western Europe road corridor will bring China
the revival of trade with Central Asia and the implementation of "The Economic Belt of the Silk
Road" is a transcontinental route between Europe and Central Asia. Thus, the importance of land
routes in Central Asia will only increase in the near future [6]. In addition, in the current difficult
conditions, it is very important for countries to search for effective economic corridors, expand
product salesmarkets, establish equal access to common infrastructure and attract investment in the
economy. This explains that both the EAEU states and China are interested in implementing large-
scale infrastructureprojects in the greater Eurasia area.

Although the “Belt” project is extremely ambitious and designed for the long term, it is not
yet aimed at and does not undermine the other two - the development of the Shanghai Cooperation
Organization (SCO) and the Eurasian Economic Union (EAEU). Russia is interested in intensifying
the processes of linking the “Belt”, the EAEU and the SCO. Russia's interest is clearly visible on
the rails of the SCO's interaction with the EAEU and the Silk Road. At the same time, various
options are possible in this process: 1) the development of integration along the "northern route™:
SCO - EAEU, including the strengthening of the Eurasian Development Bank through the
integration of Chinese resources; 2) the "Southern scenario” - SCO - Silk Road, which, however, is
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considered as a later one in terms of possible timing and possibilities of implementation. The option
of parallel development of three projects is not excluded [7].

At the moment, China does not have free trade agreements with any of the countries in the
region, and China is interested in developing relations with the EAEU and is already building
formats for multilateral cooperation. On the part of the EAEU, there is also an understanding of the
need to intensify cooperation with external partners. Among the priority projects, an important
place is occupied by the interface with the "One Belt, One Road" project, as well as the deepening
of cooperation with the SCO. On October 25, 2019, the Agreement on Trade and Economic
Cooperation between the Eurasian Economic Union and its member States, on the one hand, and the
People's Republic of China, on the other hand, entered into force. This Agreement creates a legal
basis for trade and economic cooperation between the Union, as a single entity, and China on a
wide range of

issues [8].

The idea that the “Belt” is the best tool for stimulating ties between the SCO and the EAEU
is supported by the SCO leadership, as well as individual members. All SCO members expressed
firm support for the concept of building the “Belt”, recognizing that this could allow them to
increase the level of business cooperation in all areas, deepen their mutual dialogue, strengthen
mutual trust and “expand the agenda of cooperation, which previously focused primarily on
security, to expand and deepen economic cooperation” [9].

It is assumed that China's "One Belt, One Road" initiative has made a significant
contribution to economic cooperation between SCO members and that its construction has given a
new impetus to the SCO for "cooperation in the field of transport and the creation of infrastructure,
transport corridors and logistics centers aimed at developing trade within the SCO" [10]. Analyzing
the above, we can identify a certain consensus between China, the Central Asian countries and
Russia on the importance of developing the economic function of the SCO and similar mechanisms
on the widest scale, which will undoubtedly contribute to the implementation of the “Belt”. In
addition, the creation of the “Belt” objectively requires the strengthening of existing institutions and
their economic functions. At the same time, in connection with the transition of the EAEU from
"cohesion and mutual assistance™ to "planning for economic integration”, as it was expressed in the
official statement of January 1, 2015, the SCO needs to build a mechanism of interaction with the
EAEU as soon as possible in order to exchange opinions in a timely manner, to transmit
information to each other about changes in the functions of organizations on a mutual basis, and
also strive for mutual trust. The “Belt” programme also notes the need for cooperation with the
EAEU and the SCO. Thus,

the interaction of the EAEU and the SCO can serve as a foundation for the “Belt”, since they
are real operating regional organizations with developed mechanisms for coordinating cooperation
in various fields. The diverse institutional structures of the EAEU and the SCO, working at the level
of heads of state, heads of government, ministers, national coordinators, experts, can serve as a
valuable resource for the “Belt”. In addition, economic development is impossible without stability,
in this sense, the function of ensuring the security of the EAEU and the SCO will contribute to the
creation of the “Belt” [11].

It is not surprising that Kazakhstan welcomed the “Belt” from the very beginning: Xi's
proposal not only perfectly corresponds to Kazakhstan's self-perception as the backbone of the
modern Silk Road, but also fits well with the consistent efforts of the Government of Kazakhstan to
modernize the internal transport infrastructure and increase the efficiency of its use. integrate it into
international transport systems. It should be noted here that on August 30 - September 3, 2015,
during the official visit of the First President N.A. Nazarbayev to China adopted the Joint Statement
of the Republic of Kazakhstan and the People's Republic of China on a new stage of relations of a
full-scale strategic nature. This document lays the foundation for joint promotion of cooperation at
the junction of the New Economic Policy of Kazakhstan "Nurly Zhol" and the Silk Road Economic
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Belt [12]. In terms of their content, the two programs complement each other, as they are aimed at
the development of infrastructure and industrialization in Kazakhstan, primarily transport and
communications. And also initiates a consistent plan to organize industrial cooperation between the
two countries in a wider range of fields, such as metallurgy, agriculture, chemical industry,
mechanical engineering, etc.

From Kazakhstan, the “Belt” is distributed in three directions. The northern branch extends
from Nur-Sultan through Petropavlovsk to Yekaterinburg (Russia) and further to Europe. The
central branch crosses the Kazakh port of Atyrau, the Caspian Sea, Azerbaijan, Georgia and Turkey,
by passing Russia, and the southern reaches Iran and Oman through Turkmenistan. Kazakhstan did
not need to lobby for the use of any particular branch. Geography and logistics play into the hands
of Kazakhstan, since the country is located in the center of Eurasia [13].

As for road transport, the main project for Kazakhstan is participation in the transcontinental
corridor "Western Europe - Western China". The total length of the corridor is 8,445 km. In
Kazakhstan, it passes through five regions - Aktobe, Kyzylorda, South Kazakhstan, Zhambyl and
Almaty. Most of the Kazakhstan section has already been reconstructed and opened at the end of
2016. The opening of this transport artery has significant advantages both for Kazakhstan and for
neighboring countries. The Western Europe- Western China highway will significantly reduce the
time of cargo transportation compared to existing alternative corridors. The journey from the
Chinese port of Lianyungang to the EU will take about 10 days [14]. Kazakhstan also plays a
leading role in the development of railway infrastructure. Since the beginning of independence,
Kazakhstan has built more railways than all the CIS countries combined. By developing railways,
Kazakhstan wants to compete with the existing Trans-Siberian and Southern Sea routes. Both of
these routes are less profitable for China in terms of length and time than the route through
Kazakhstan (from the Chinese city of Chongging through the Kazakh Dostyk station on the border
with China to the German city of Duisburg, which is located in the delta of the Rhine and Ruhr
rivers in North Rhine-Westphalia). According to JSC "National Company Kazakhstan Temir
Zholy", the length of the Trans-Siberian route is 11.100 km, the travel time is 18-20 days, the
Southern Sea Route is 23,000 km and 45-60 days, the Kazakhstan route is 10.800 km and 15 days
[15].

The implementation of the above-mentioned infrastructure projects is part of the strategic
initiative "Kazakhstan - the New Silk Road", announced in 2012 by the First President of
Kazakhstan N.A.Nazarbayev [16]. In accordance with this initiative, the Government of Kazakhstan
wants to see Kazakhstan as the largest business and transit hub of the Central Asian region, through
which most of the cargo between Europe and Asia will pass. The implementation of the Chinese
initiative and Eurasian integration may lead to the formation of a new economic structure in the
Eurasian space, where Central Asia will become the main link.

For Kazakhstan, as for other Central Asian countries, it is important to participate in the
implementation of integration projects, effectively use emerging new opportunities and advantages
of regional cooperation, while striving to minimize risks and threats. Thanks to the cooperation of
the EAEU and the SCO within the framework of the Silk Road Economic Belt, it is expected to
create a strong link between developed East Asian and European states, taking advantage of the Silk
Road routes that have existed since ancient times. As a result, a solid foundation of economic
cooperation between these territories should be formed. To achieve

these goals, the “Belt” initiative is obliged to take into account five key principles of
coexistence and integration: openness, maintaining peace, universal prosperity, innovative
development and harmonious coexistence of civilizations. It is the EAEU and the SCO in modern
conditions of geopolitical and geo-economic reality that represent the nodes around which stable
ties between Europe and Asia are formed [17].
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In conclusion, the Silk Road Economic Belt is certainly a continuation of the ancient Silk
Road and an important initiative designed for a long-term perspective for many decades to come.
But there is still a lot of work to be done for its full implementation.
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UAPPJIBIK JOYIPJAE YMBIT BOJIY KYKBIFBI: IEPEKTEP/I INEKAPAJTAH
TBIC KOPFAY MOCEJIEJIEPI

KanbipxkanoBa Tomupuc CokeHKbI3BI
gadyrzhanova@gmail.com
JI.H. I'ymuneB ateinaarsl Eypasust yATTBIK YHUBEPCUTETIHIH
3aH dakynpTeTi «XanbIKapaibIK KYKBIK» MaMaHIBIFBIHBIH |-Kypc MarucTpaHThI
Hyp-Cynran, Kazakcran
Freuteivum sxetexmrici — XK. T. MckakoBa

Hudpasix moyipain 6actamybIMeH Katap, MHTepHET kelici eMIpiMI3AiH ayKbIMIbl OOJIriH
KamMTuAbl. TiNTeH, KYKBIKTHIK KAaThIHACTap Ja JJIEKTPOHIBI Typae kyprizutyne. CofaH coiikec,
azaMmaTTapJplH Ja JKeke jepOec jgepektepi IMPIBIK omeparopiiapia eHjaewin, 0Oa3ana
JKUHAKTAJIAThIH OOJABl. ODJEKTPOHABI KYHene, sSFHU OIeparopiiapAa CakTalFaH JepeKTepre
KUK Oepy CEHIMCI3/IK TyIbIpaabl. OUTKEHI, TEXHUKAIIBIK aKayJbIKTap OOJIFaH jKaFdaiia Ke3-
KEJITeH COTTE opOip »Keke AepOec JepeKTep MHTEPHET KENICIHIIE HEMece o3re Jie KOChIMIIaiapaa
OipzieH KoJpKeTiMII 601ybl MyMKiH. COHBIMEH KaTap, OChIHJIAl COTTI MaiajlaHbI Ke3 KeJIreH ajgam
KUTYPKBI opeKeTKe 0apybl MYKiH. bip FaHa O6aTtbipMaHbl 0acy apKbLIbl )KEKE TYJIFa Typajibl aKmapar
MHTEPHET JKCIICIH/IE allblK TapalbIl, KOJDKETIMII 0oy Kaymi ae O6ap. blkTuman sxarmaitiapsiH
Oipi — JKEKe TyJIFara KaTbICThl JKaJIFaH MOIIMETTepIiH ojaeii TapaThulybl. OCBHI  CBIHIBI
JKaraainapaplH KypOansiHa aiiHanMac yiniH Eypomnansik OmakTeiH [epextepai kopray OoHbIHIIIA
xanmnbl pernameHTiHiH (GDPR) 17-6a0biHna «JiepekTep/ii KO0 KYKBIFBD» HEMece «YMBIT 00y
KYKBIFBI» OCKITLITCH.

Taxvipvinmoiy oamywl Jlcone 3epmmey a0icmepi
Aranran «YMBIT 60my» KYKBIFBI Kazakcran 3aHHaMajapbIH/Ia oIt Ie
KapacTbIpblJIMaFraHIbIKTaH, OYJI )KOHIH/IEe FBUIBIMU 3€PTTEYNIep MEH KYKBIKTBIK Talfayiap >KOKTHIH
Kacbl. COHIBIKTaH OChI MaKalla MEeTeNIK FhUIBIMU JKOHE TEOPUSIIBIK MaTepuaiapibl 3epTTey dfici
apKpLIbl Herizaeneai. JIorukambIK o/1ic «YMBIT 0ONy» KYKBIFBIHBIH 3aH HETI31H/E KY3€re achlpbLIy
MacenenepiH KYKbIKTHIK HeT13/1ey/1€ KOMAaHbUI/IBI.

EO  Oepexmepoi  kopeay  mypanwi  3aHHAMACHL  JCoHE ~ COM  NPAKMUKACHL
Koucrutynusinelk  genreiiie EO Oykin omempaeri JIepeKkTepiH KYMUSIIBUIBIFBIHBIH €H O03bIK
cTaHnapTTapbiHbly OipiH ycraHaabl. 2000 xbinbl KaObuiganran EO Herisri Kykpikrap OoibIHIIA
Xaptusicel EO KYKBIKTBIK JKYHeciHIe aepeKkTepAi KOpray KYKbIFbIH KOHCTHUTYIMSUIBIK TaHYAbI
enrizai [1]. XapTusHeiH 7-0a0bI «OKEKe *KoHE OTOACBUIBIK OMIPAI KYpMETTeY» JEM araiajbl KOHE
AnaMm KyKbIKTapbl keHiHaeri EypomanblKk KOHBEHIMSHBIH 8-0aOBbIHBIH Ma3MYHBIH pacTaFaHbIH,
OHJIa «OPKIMHIH ©3iHIH JKeKe JKOHE OTOACBUIBIK ©MIPiH, TYPFbIH YHIH >KOHE KOMMYHHKAIUSCHIH
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