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Ways to achieve peace in Afghanistan

Abstract. One of the first tasks of governments is to provide security for citizens and
establish peace in the country. Without peace, no country can achieve social welfare,
economic prosperity, and political growth. Therefore, governments are always trying to
prevent war and provide lasting peace in their country, but the conflicting interests of
some countries cause these countries to go to war. Afghanistan is a country that has been
in a constant state of war for the past four decades, and its citizens have been deprived of
the blessings of peace and well-being. Although optimism about peace in Afghanistan
emerged after the fall of the Taliban regime in late 2001, Pakistan's continued support for
the Taliban has turned it into frustration. The Afghan government's efforts over the past
few years have failed to bring the Taliban to the table and bring peace to Afghanistan for
a variety of reasons. This article examines how the Afghan government can use this to
achieve peace in the country.

Keywords: Peace, Taliban, Afghanistan, Pakistan, good governance, national interests,
Durand.

DOI: https://doi.org/10.32523/2616-6887/2021-135-2-78-84
Received: 18.10.20/ Approved: 15.02.21

Introduction

After eighteen months of waiting, the agreement between the United States and the Taliban was
signed on February 29, 2020, in Doha, Qatar. Based on this agreement United States of America will
withdraw all their forces from Afghanistan in the next 14 months, and after that, another phase of
peace efforts will begin, between the Taliban and the Afghan government.

The question is how the Afghan government can start peace talks with the Taliban to achieve
prosperous and permanent peace? And what is the role of Pakistan's? Does Pakistan support the
Taliban?

Although the process of reconciliation with the Taliban had begun long ago, efforts to bring
peace to Afghanistan intensified with the establishment of the High Peace Council. The High Peace
Council was established by President Karzai in September 2010 to facilitate the peace process and
reach a reconciliation. The council was initially headed by former Afghan President Burhanuddin
Rabbani, and several former Taliban members, several former Mujaheddin leaders and nine women
were members of the council. Efforts by the High Peace Council were weakened by the violence in
some parts of Afghanistan [1; p. 22]. Not only did the council fail to do significant work, but also the
Taliban continued to kill more innocent Afghan citizens with more confidence. Although the council
sought to build trust between the Afghan government and the Taliban paving the way for the release
of a members of the group who were being held in Afghan and Pakistani prisons and Guantanamo.
They have no desire for peace with the Afghan government.
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Therefore, this article seeks to find a suitable solution firstly emphasizing the dialogue with the

Taliban and Pakistan, which are the essential elements to achieve lasting peace in Afghanistan.
Methods

In this paper, the authors used common methods of research. Based on qualitative method
thematic analysis to interpret patterns and meanings of the main approaches to the Afghan
government were articulated. The other method was evaluation of primary and secondary sources
such as official documents and statements of political leaders as Afghanistan as Pakistan. Descriptive
method is the type of analysis of data that helps describe, show, or summarize data points. That why it
is one of the popular methods for research in social sciences. Relying on it help to observe relations
between three parties, namely, political establishment of Afghanistan, Pakistan, and the Taliban.

Discussion

Below we present the possible ways to achieve peace in Afghanistan, which are stem from the
internal and external surroundings.

1. Creating a culture of peace
According to the definition of the United Nations, a culture of peace is a set of values, attitudes,
behaviors, and lifestyles that negates violence and prevents conflict, and seeks to identify the roots of
conflict and through dialogue and discussion solve the problem between individuals, groups, and
people.

Scholars of the peaceful resolution of conflicts over the creation of a just and lasting peace believe
that a “culture of peace” must first be established in a society. A culture of peace means respect for
human dignity, respect for human rights, adherence to legitimate human freedom, prevention of
hatred, violence, war, and conflict resolution through nonviolent methods such as reconciliation,
negotiation, mediation and reconciliation [2; p. 25].

In a culture of peace, efforts are being made to provide a way to live together in a way that is based on
mutual respect and reciprocity, and to prevent any violent confrontation.

2. Good governance

Good governance assumes participation, equality, and accountability, the rule of law, efficiency,
and transparency. Without good governance, one cannot expect lasting peace in a country. It should be
noted that without the provision of social welfare and well-being in a country, peace cannot be
achieved there for the long term. "Increasing the confidence of the Afghan people in their
government requires better service, better accountability, and greater prevention of looting,
especially in areas where the Taliban have established a form of oppressive but effective governance,"
the US Regional Stability Strategy Department claims [3; p. 9].

The people of Afghanistan have suffered heavy losses in the last 14 years due to the lack of good
governance. “Decades of conflict in Afghanistan have drawn the civilian population into cycles of
violence and destruction that have substantially transformed the country’s social, political, and
economic structures” [4; p. 6]. The lack of public participation has severely undermined the

government's discrimination against citizens and the lack of a rule of law. The government's failure to
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respond has led to millions of dollars in corruption, and the lack of an effective government has led
many to join the Taliban and keep the fire of war warm.
Therefore, to achieve peace, the Afghan government must remove these obstacles. When the Afghan
government treats all its citizens equally, it will make the citizens strongly support the government. If
the government is accountable to the citizens for its performance, the citizens will trust the government
more and the citizens will be able to cooperate more with the government.

3. Prioritize national interests
Raymond Aaron of France; the foreign policy of governments is itself the result of the interactions of
the domestic community. To put it more clearly, in general, the foreign policy of governments is a
continuation of their domestic policy. Similarly, the basis of domestic policy and of course, the foreign
policy of countries is their national interests, and national interests are what unite a nation and tie their
interests together.
As far as national interests are concerned, it should be said that national interests include values,
desires and goals that are considered desirable to provide, strengthen, grow, refine and maintain from
the perspective of the government and the people of a country, and in certain cases. It is considered
vital. These values, desires, and goals are recognized as national interests because the happiness and
well-being of individuals in society depend on maintaining, maintaining, and strengthening them. [5;
p.184].
National interests are, in fact, the roof of identity that every nation must feel and respect, and under
the guise of all those who have formed a nation, it must feel like a single, unified nation [6; p. 230].

4. Identify friend and enemy.
The Afghan government had no clear definition of friend and enemy for the past 14 years. Politicians
such as former President Hamid Karzai and current President Ashraf Ghani have repeatedly called the
Taliban brothers and some others called them political opponents. At the same time, the question arises
with who the Afghan government wants to make peace deal, with the Taliban, Pakistan, or any other
country? If the Afghan government does not know with whom it wants to make peace deal, any effort
or dialogue will be fruitless. Until now, the Afghan government has never openly called the Taliban an
enemy, as has Pakistan. If the Taliban and Pakistan are friends of Afghanistan, why do they continue to
fight the Afghan government, and if they are the enemy, why doesn't the Afghan government want to
call them enemies?
Therefore, if the Afghan government does not differentiate between friend and enemy, any dialogue
with the Taliban and Pakistan is nothing but a waste of time for the citizens of Afghanistan. The
Afghan government must identify the friend and enemy of its citizens before any peace talks can take
place.

5. Solve Durand's problem

The Durand Line has been a major problem and a major source of tension between Afghanistan and
Pakistan for decades. Pakistan is urging the Afghan government to officially recognize the Durand
Line as the border between the two countries. The border agreement signed in 1893 by the British
government and the leader of Afghanistan, Amir Abdul Rahman Khan, separated Afghanistan from
what was then known as the British colony of India. Although the United Nations and the world have
recognized the Durand Line as the border between Afghanistan and Pakistan, the Afghan government
has not yet recognized it as the official border between the two countries, and some politicians,
including. Former Afghan President Hameed Karzai sees the Durand Line as a line imposed by British
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colonialism. Hamid Karzai issued a statement in response to Pakistani President Ashraf Ghani's
address for Pakistani people. He denied the allegations in a statement. “One can understand why
Pakistan has not stopped supporting the Taliban and other insurgent groups in Afghanistan, and why
peace talks between Afghanistan and Pakistan have not been fruitful in the past few years. Many
political analysts in Afghanistan believe that the disagreement between Afghanistan and Pakistan over
the Durand Line has pitted the two countries against each other.

Islamabad, on the other hand, does not want to give Kabul a chance to breathe. Because they are
worried that in the future Afghanistan will be in a strong position, united and law-abiding Afghanistan
that will have to give more points to Kabul in exchange for solving this problem” [7; p.177].

In the paper “Afghanistan: Post-Taliban Governance, Security, and U.S. Policy” Kenneth Katzman,
specialist in Middle Eastern Affairs, and Clayton Thomas, analyst in Middle Eastern Affairs (2017)
have analyzed several groups associated with Pakistan [8; p.18-20].

Although the Government has been working to reduce tensions between Afghanistan and
Pakistan since its inception and has sought to pave the way for peace talks.

However, it can be said that the Durand Line problem is the basis for Pakistan's sustainable
intervention in Afghanistan, and without resolving this issue, the Afghan-Pakistani dialogue will never
lead to lasting peace in Afghanistan. Therefore, if the Afghan government has the real will to make
peace in Afghanistan, and if the Afghan government wants the lives of all its citizens to live together, it
must first solve the Durand Line problem with Pakistan and solve this problem forever. Otherwise,

peace will forever remain an ideal for the people of Afghanistan.
Results

Over the past few years, Pakistani officials have repeatedly said that the key to peace in
Afghanistan is in Pakistan's hands and are trying to put pressure on the Afghan government to comply
with Pakistan's wishes. In contrast, the Afghan government has sought to engage with the Taliban in
various ways. In the previous administration, the Afghan government tried to bring the Taliban to the
negotiation table directly and without Pakistani mediation, but now the government is trying to
negotiate with the government of Pakistan to persuade the Taliban and to set to the negotiation table
with the Afghan government.

The Taliban's main demand in Qatar for the resumption of peace talks is the recognition of the
group's political office in Qatar; Remove the group's leaders from the UN blacklist and remove the
prizes set for their arrest or elimination; the release of Taliban prisoners and the end of propaganda
against them.

These preconditions show that the Taliban is not ready to start peace talks with the Afghan
government. Meanwhile, many political analysts in Afghanistan believe that the Taliban do not have
the authority to negotiate with the Afghan government, and that Pakistan is the main decision-maker.

As the results, we may observe some direct and indirect ways to solve the complicated conflict in
the hottest point of the Southern Asia. Briefly summarizing they are creating a culture of peace, good
governance, protection of national interests, differentiation of friends and enemies, and solving the

Durand Line problem.
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Conclusion

Aware that the conflict in Afghanistan has both internal and external dimensions, the Afghan
government must first work to remove barriers to peace inside Afghanistan so that it can enter peace
talks with the strong support of its citizens and a unified policy. The government should have clear
strategy towards the Taliban and Pakistan and pursuit them to participate in peaceful negotiations.
Creating a culture of peace in Afghanistan, effective governance, prioritizing interests of its citizens,
and defining friend and foe can be an important course for achieving peace at home.

As Pakistan is one of the parties to the conflict, the Afghan government must first resolve the
Durand Line problem with it, and in the second step, use appropriate tools and the support of the

international community to bring peace to Afghanistan.
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A.Yamkann, A.M. EcasyaeToBa
A.H. I'ymures amorndazot Eypasus yammuix yrusepcumemi, Hyp-Cyaman, Kasaxeman
AyraHcTaHHBIH OeVi0iTIIi 2iKKe JKeTy )K0a4aphl
Anpaartmia. YKiMeTTiH aAfalllKbl MiHAeTTepiHiH Oipi — asamarTapAbIH Kayillci3AiriH KaMTamachl3
eTy >KoHe eade Oelbirmiiaik opHaty. benbirmiiaik ©oamaca, emdip ea a4eyMeTTIK a4-ayKaTkKa,

YKOHOMUKAABIK ©PKEHAEYTE KoHE CasiCil ©cyre KoA JKeTKize aAMamApbl. COHALIKTaH YKiMeT opKallaH

COFBICTBIH a/AABIH alyfa >KoHe o3 eaiHAe Oepik OenOiTmIiAIKTI KaMTaMachl3 eTyre TBIPBICaAbl, Oipak
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Keioip eaaepAiH KalIlIBIABIKTE MyAJeaepi Oya eajaepAi coFpicKa Oapyra MaKOyp eTeai. AyFaHCTaH —
COHFBI TOPT OHXKBILAABIKTA TYPaKThl COFBIC JKaFaaliblHAa OOAFaH >KoHe OHBIH XaAKbl OelOITIIAIK TIeH a4-
ayKaTTaH aliplpblAFaH ea. AyraHcTaHAarbl Oerditmriaikke gereH ontummaM 2001 SKbILAABIH asrblHAA
"Taanban" pe>xMMiHiH KYAAbIpayblHaH KeiliH Haiiga OoaraHbIHa KapamacTas, ITokictannsy "Taanban"
KOAJaybl OHBI TOKbIpayfa VIIBIpaTThl. AyFaHCTaH YKiMeTiHiH COHFBI OipHeIlle >KbIAAAFBl KYII-Xirepi
Taanbanmen keaiccesaep Kyprisiace ae, AyraHcraHga OipkaTap cebenTepre GailaaHBICTBI OEMOITIITLAIK
OpHaTy MYMKiH 00aMaabl. bya Makasasza AyraHcTaH yKiMeTi MYHBI eaJeri OeifOiTIIIiAiKKe JKeTy YIIIiH
KaJall KoAJ4aHa aAFaHABIFbI KapacThIpblAaAbl.

Tyiiin ce3aep: beitbitmriaix, Taanban, Ayrancran, ITakicran, xakcel 6ackapy, YATTBIK MyaJaeaep,

Aypan.

A.Yamkann, A.M. Ecaayaerosa
Espasuticxuii nayuonarvroii ynusepcumem um. A.H. l'ymunresa, Hyp-Cyamar, Kasaxcman
ITyTtu gocTyxennst mupa B ApranncraHe

Annorammss. OAHONM U3 IepBHIX 3a4ad IPaBUTEALCTB SBASETCA oOecrieyeHue Oe30IacHOCTU
rpa’k4aH I yCTaHOBJeHMe Mupa B cTpaHe. bes Mupa H1 ogHa cTpaHa He CMOXKeT 4OCTUYb COITMAaAbHOTO
0.2arococTosIHIsA, HKOHOMMYECKOIO ITpOlBeTaHus U IOAUTHYeCKOro pocra. IlosTomy mpasuTeabcTBa
BCerga IBITAIOTCA IIPeAOTBPaTUTL BOMHY M OOeCreuynTbh IPOYHBII MMP B CBOell CTpaHe, HO
KOH(PAMKTYIOITe MHTepechl HeKOTOPBIX CTPaH 3acTaBASIOT STU CTPaHbl UATY Ha BOMHY. AraHuCTaH -
®TO CTpaHa, KOTOpas B TeyeHue IIO0CAeAHUX 4YeThIpeX AeCATUACTUN HaXOAUTCSA B  COCTOSHUN
IIOCTOSIHHON BOVHBI, U €e TpakgaHe ObLAM AMIIEHB 04arocAoseHmii Mupa u 0aaronoayumst. XOTs
ONTUMM3M B OTHOIIIEHN!M MUpa B AdraHycraHe BO3HUK I10CAe MaleHns pexknma Taanoos B KoHire 2001
roga, IpojoaKaomascsa moadepkka Ilakmcranom TaanboB IIpesBpaTuda €ro B pasodyapOBaHMe.
Yenansa adraHcKoro mnpaBUTEAbCTBAa 3a IIOCAeAHME HECKOAbKO JAeT He IIpUBeAU K TOMY, 4YTOOBI
110CajUTh TaAKOOB 3a CTOA IEPeroBOpPoB U YCTaHOBUThL MUpP B AdraHmucraHe, 1 Ha DTO CyIleCTByeT
1leABlil psig IpU4YMH. B AaHHOII cTaThe paccMaTpuBaeTCsl BOIIPOC O TOM, Kak apraHCKoe IIpaBUTeAbCTBO
MO>KeT UCII0Ab30BaTh DTO A4 AOCTVIKEHII MUpa B CTpaHe.

Karouesnie caosa: mup, Taanban, Adranucrasn, Ilakncran, 61aroe ynpasaeHne, HalllIOHaAbHBIE

uHTepecsl, JopaH.
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