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MAUSOLEUMS IN THE MEDIEVAL CITY OF SYGANAK'

© 2023 B.S. Sizdikov, B.A. Baitanayev, S.S. Murgabayey,
M.M. Bakhtybayev, K.S. Arynov, M. Gursoy, A.A. Seraliyev

The city of Syganak was recognized as one of the major political centers in the middle
reaches of Syrdarya in the 11" and 16" centuries. The city was one of the main centers of the
Kypchak Khanate, the White Horde, the Abulkhair Khanate and the Kazakh Khanate. For
this reason, the rulers of the above-mentioned khanates, famous personalities were buried
near the city. The huge mausoleums were built for demand the city became one of the sa-
cred and spiritual centers. The mausoleum — a monument of architecture, built on a grave or
cemetery. The mausoleums were considered as the afterlife home of the deceased. According
to the constructions of the mausoleum it is possible to determine the social level of people,
buried in the mausoleum or to which class they belong. The identified burial grounds and the
found objects allow to determine the status, level of social development, worldview, lifestyle,
traditions, religious beliefs, funeral rite and social relations of ancient people. The authors
set the goal to study, analyze and introduce into scientific discourse the mausoleums Ne6 and
Ne7, discovered during archaeological excavations in the medieval city of Syganak in 2022.
In addition, the authors consider it is important to determine the history of the creation and
development of mausoleums. Basing on the results of archaeological research, conducted
in the city of Syganak in 2022, the absolute chronology of the mausoleums was determined
using the analysis C14, similarities and differences with the same type of mausoleums in
neighboring regions were discussed, scientific observations were carried out.

Keywords: archacology, Syganak, medieval cities, holy places, mausoleum, architec-
tural monument, funeral tradition, ceramic claddings.

Introduction
The medieval city of Syganak

reaches of Syrdarya, where the khans
and sultans who ruled the region in the

is located 2 km west of the village
of Sunakata, Zhanakorgan district,
Kyzylorda region, on the right side
of the highway Turkestan—Kyzylorda
(Murgabayev et al., 2022, p. 206). The
city of Syganak, recognized as one of the
major medieval centers on the Great Silk
Road, was one of the important cities
of the middle Syrdarya region, where
culture and economy, crafts and trade,
agriculture and animal husbandry were
developed simultaneously. The city was
the center of the Kypchak Khanate in
the 11" —13™ centuries: White Horde in
the 14" — 15" centuries, the Abulhhair
Khanate in the middle of the 15™ century,
the capital of the Kazakh Khanate in
the last quarter of the 15" century — the
beginning of the 16™ century. The city was
one of the important centers in the middle

13" and 17" centuries, famous scientists
and figures were buried in the burial
places near the city (Kozha, Nurzhanov,
Krupko, 2021, p. 900-901). In the 14"-
17" centuries, many khans and sultans
were buried in the city of Syganak and
the city was recognized as “the city of
mausoleums”. There are reports that the
descendants of Orys Khan fought with
the Shaybanite clan for the cemetery of
their ancestors buried in the city until the
late 15" century and took the city under
their authority (Nagamine, 2020, p.
533-551). According to many khans and
sultans, buried near the city in the 14%-
17" centuries, we can say that the city
was one of the sacral and spiritual centers
in the middle reaches of Syrdarya. This
1s confirmed by archaeological research.
This is due to the fact that during the

' The work was carried out within the framework of the project of the Ministry of Science and

Higher Education of the Republic of Kazakhstan No. BR10965310 "Comprehensive archaeologi-
cal research of the object of historical and cultural heritage, the medieval settlement of Syganak".
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archaeological excavations carried out
in the city, 8 places of the mausoleum
have been identified and studied in the
cemetery near the city.

Mausoleum — a historical monument
with a dome, built over a grave or cem-
etery. Turkic peoples built mausoleums
over the graves of their relatives for cen-
turies. The mausoleums are considered
the afterlife home of the deceased. Ac-
cording to the constructions of the mau-
soleum, it is possible to determine the
social level of people, buried in the mau-
soleum or to which class they belong.
After all, it is known that large mauso-
leums, consisting of several rooms, with
internal and external walls, lined with
decorative ceramic cladding were built
for famous people.

If we refer to the etymology of the
words of the mausoleum, it is known that
medieval Kipchaks called it “Kezene”,
the Karachais called it “Keshene”, the
Kyrgyz people called it “Kasana”, the
Ingush and Chechens called it “Kashi”,
equating the word to the word «mauso-
leum» that means «mound» or «burial
ground» (Radlov, 1899, p. 1174). Bar-
thold V.V. analyzed the word «Kasanay,
t.e. «mausoleum» and noted that this
word means «home of the deceased»
and this word is still used among the
Kazakhs. The confirmation of this fact
1s «Blue mausoleum», located 4-5 km
from Tomen Arak station near the city of
Syganak. That is, it says that the word
«gravey 1is still in use among the Ka-
zakhs. At the same time, the conclusion
is made that the word «Kezene» in the
Kypchak language may have undergone
a change and become used as «Kesene»
in the Kazakh language (Barthold, 1947,
p. 519). On the basis of the researches
of the aforementioned scientists it has
been established that the word «kesene
(mausoleum)» became used in 131" —14h
centuries and is used without changes
until now.

A number of scientists conducted re-
search on the mausoleums in the Kazakh

132

steppe, including the Syrdarya valley.
The research of scientists focused more
on the architecture of the mausoleums,
the period of their construction and the
legends about them. Little attention was
paid to the history and stages of devel-
opment of mausoleums. For these rea-
sons, in this article, studying the history
of the mausoleum, which is an important
part of architectural monuments, it was
determined that the roots of this type of
monuments can be traced to the Early
Iron Age in Central Asia. In addition,
the uniqueness, technology of construc-
tion and the period of mausoleums Ne6
and Ne7, discovered in the medieval city
of Syganak in 2022, have been studied
and their similarities and differences was
identified by comparing with the same
type of mausoleums in neighbouring re-
gions.

History of mausoleum creation

In the burial tradition of nomadic and
sedentary peoples living in Central Asia
in antiquity, the tradition of building
mound putting heaps of land or stones
over the grave of the deceased, changed
in the 10"-11" centuries and monumen-
tal architectural monuments were called
“mausoleum” (Glaudinov, 2012, p. 41).
If we look at the history of architectural
monuments in the regions of the spread
of the Islam religion, we see that mau-
soleums were rare in periods before the
10" century and after the 10™century, this
type of monuments began to appear in
large numbers in the areas of Khorasan
and Turkestan. In general, the Islam-
ic religion did not approve the erection
of large architectural monuments over
the grave (Ragheb, 1996, p. 17-23; Ko-
shenova, 2016, p. 184). However, from
the 9™ century the peoples of Central
Asia erected this type of monument.
Pugachenkova G.A. also mentions in her
research that in the early days of Islam
it was strictly forbidden to erect dome-
shaped or mound-type constructions
over the grave of the deceased (Glaudi-
nov, 2012, p. 41). Over time, this pro-
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Fig. 1. Mausoleums belonging to Shirik-Rabat culture (Tolstov, 1962, p. 145-180).
Puc. 1. Massosneu, otHocsimecs K Kyinbrype Llupuk — Pabar (Tonctos, 1962, ¢. 145-180).

hibition was eliminated for the sake of
caliphate status and it is known that in
the 9™ century mausoleums were built
over the graves of Khalifa al-Muntasir
and Kubba al-Sulabii (Baypakov, 2012,
p. 57; Coruhlu, 2000, p. 15).

In the early 10" century, the mausole-
ums were massively built in the districts
of Turkestan and Khorasan. Evidence of
this are the mausoleum of Ismail Samani,
built in Bukhara in 907 (Arik, 1967, p.
57-100; Cezar, 1977, p. 114-115), mau-
soleum of Al-Hakim al-Tirmizi, built in
the late 10™ century, an Arab Ata tomb,
built in Tim near Samarkand in 977-978
(Aslanapa, 1972, p. 24), mausoleum of
Gombede-Kavus in Golestan, built in
1007 (Kuban, 2009, p. 170-171), mau-
soleum of Nasr ibn Ali, built in Ozgent
in 1012, mausoleum of Aslan Gazip,
built in the city of Sang of Iran in 170—
171 and etc. (Tahaoglu, 1988, p. 13-16).
These mausoleums are square-shaped
with domes on top. Arik M.O., who has
been studying mausoleums for many
years, noted that the constructions, built
on graves of this type existed in the ter-
ritory of Mesopotamia and Central Asia
in the pre-Islamic period (Arik, 1967, p.
57-100).

The mausoleums of the Saka tribes,
belonging to the 4%-2" centuries BC,
which were widespread in the southeast

of the Aral Sea, confirm the above con-
clusion of Arik M.O. These mausoleums,
belonging to the Shirik-Rabat culture, are
round or quadrangular and crowned with
domes (Fig. 1) (Tolstov, 1962, p. 145—
180; Vainberg, Levina, 1993, p. 37-56;
Kurmankulov, 2011, p. 360-361). The
doors are stretched to south or southeast.
In the construction of most of the mau-
soleums were used blocks of pacha and
rectangular raw bricks (sizes 40x30x10
— 50x40x12 cm) (Utubayev et al., 2022,
p. 33-34). In these mausoleums one or
more people are buried according to var-
ious traditions. The cremation was made
in the mausoleum itself and there was a
tradition of burying bodies in wooden
coffins and special stretchers (Baypak-
ov, Taymagambetov, 2009, p. 227-247).
These mausoleums were built as the af-
terlife home of the deceased. At the same
time, it can be said that the ancient no-
madic peoples built such monuments in
order to forever remember their dead an-
cestors, visit their ancestors’ graves and
pray for their spirits.

The mausoleums (crypt, naus) dat-
ing back to the 48" centuries, found in
large numbers in the middle and lower
reaches of the Syrdarya, are the continu-
ation of the mausoleum belonging to the
mentioned Saka mausoleum. Comparing
the mausoleums belonging to the Saka
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Fig. 2. Naus belonging to the Kangju and Turkic periods (Smagulov, 2018, p. 246).

Puc. 2. Ckienbl, oTHOCSIIIIMECS K KAHTIOMCKOMY U TIOpKCcKoMy rieproaam (Cmarynos, 2018, c. 246).

mausoleum with the naus of the Kang-
ju and Turkic periods, the naus, built
on the ground, are completely covered
with soil. And mausoleums belonging
to the Saka tribes were left open for the
purpose of burying their relatives. Both
the mausoleums mentioned in the early
period and the tombs of the later period
were erected as the afterlife home of the
deceased. The naus, built of raw brick or
bakhsa (pahsa), are round or quadran-
gular with dromos or door, directing to
the south, south-east or south-west and
burials with one or two chambers in the
center (Fig. 2). The upper part of the
crypt is crowned with a dome and lined
with masonry (Baypakov, Taymagambe-
tov, 2009, p. 227-247). After burying the
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deceased, the cryptwasentirely covered
bysoil.

Pugachenkova G. A. who studied
architectural monuments, including ar-
chitecture of mausoleums, concludes
that burials with naus underground
can be the first samples of mausole-
ums (Pugachenkova, 1983, p. 23-24).
Smagulov E.A., who has been studying
the naus in the middle reaches of Syrdar-
ya for many years, agreeswith the opin-
ion of Pugachenkova G.A. (Smagulov,
2011, p. 123). It can be understood that it
comes from the mausoleums of the Saka
tribes belonging to the 4™-2" centuries
and mausoleums appeared in the 9—10®
centuries AD on the basis of the mauso-
leum constructions, which were built in
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Fig. 3. General view of the mausoleum Ne6.
Puc. 3. O0wwmii Bug mas3oiest Ne6.

a large number in the 4™ —8" centuries.
Thanks to the acceptance of Islam by the
Turkic peoples, the mausoleums were
built with rooms where the pilgrims read
the Koran and prayed. During the adop-
tion of Islam as the state religion under
the Karakhan state, the mausoleums ac-
quired special significance and began to
be built in large numbers (Glaudinov,
2012, p. 45). Thus, the tradition of erect-
ing one or two-room square mausoleums
crowned with a dome on the graves of
famous personalities, state and religious
figures, has become a tradition and con-
tinues to this day.

Gabriel A., Stshigowski Zh., Diez E.,
Kiinel E., Otto-Dorn C., Erdman C. and
etc. conducted research on the history of

mausoleum creation. In their research,
the scientists connect the roots of the
mausoleums with the material culture
of the Turkic peoples inhabited Central
Asia (Onkal, 2009, p. 126). From the
research of these scientists it can be un-
derstood that the mausoleums the Turkic
peoples had a monumental character. In
addition, Wilhelm de Rubruk, who de-
scribed the funerary tradition of the Kip-
chaks in the 12" and 13™ centuries, not-
ed “Kipchaks build large constructions
over the graves of their relatives. There
are square brick or stone towers with a
domed roof in their burials» (Wilhelm
de Rubruk, 1911, p. 79; Risch, 1934, p.
73; Ogel, 1984, p. 296). According to
the data of Wilhelm de Rubruk the tow-
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Fig. 4. 1 — Mausoleum Kerderi II (Baypakov, 2012, p. 233),
2 — Mausoleum of Auliekol (Petrov, Smagulov, 2018, p. 167-184),
3 — Mausoleum of Kyshkala Nel (Eleuov et al. 2021, p. 91).

Puc. 4. 1 — maB3oneii Kepnepu 1 (baitnakos, 2012, c¢. 233), 2 — maB3oneit Aynuekons (I[lerpos, Cma-
rynos, 2018, c. 167-184), 3- mar3oueit Koimkana Nel (Eneyos u np., 2021, ¢. 91).

er-like buildings made of brick or stone
were mausoleums.

In the 13" and 14" centuries, new
developed models of architecture be-
gan to appear. In particular, the portal
and domes of the mausoleums were
improved and the external and internal
walls of most mausoleums began to be
covered with glazed and unglazed ce-
ramic claddings. As an example of the
beautiful architectural work of this peri-
od can be mentioned mausoleums in the
ancient cemetery of the medieval city
of Syganak. In 2022, the graves in the
ancient cemetery near the medieval city
of Syganak were investigated and two
mausoleums identified. The identified
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mausoleums were conventionally de-
fined as mausoleums Ne6 and Ne7.

Mausoleum Ne6 in the medieval
city of Syganak

The mausoleum is preserved as a
small hill at a distance of 230 m in the
south-west of the medieval city of Sy-
ganak. The above-mentioned hill is a
smooth round-shaped, its dimensions
are 20x10 m and the height is 1 m. As
a result of archaeological excavations,
the mausoleum measuring 16,5x8,6 m
was discovered. The mausoleum has a
portal and two rooms (Fig. 3). The portal
entrance to the mausoleum is directed to
northwest. The mausoleum is very poor-
ly preserved. According to the villagers,
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under Soviet rule, the ceramic claddings
of historical monuments near the city of
Syganak were destroyed and used in the
buildings of neighboring state farms. For
this reason, the south-castern part of the
mausoleum was completely destroyed.
However, the design of the mausoleum
was determined on the basis of ceram-
ics claddings in the last row, preserved
in the original form.

During the archaeological research,
it was established that the width of the
mausoleum entrance portal is 3 m, the
thickness of the walls on the right and
left side of the portal is 2 mand the re-
maining height 1s 0,5x0,5 m. 05 m. The
mausoleum entrance room is 5,3x4,1 m;
the floor is covered with light orange
clay of 20 cm thick. The width of right
and left stone walls is 1,35 m. 1,3 m wide
brick wall separates the first and second
rooms of the mausoleum. The entrance
door to the second room is located in
the middle of the above-mentioned wall,
its width is 1 m, the remaining height is
0.4 m. The size of the second room is
4,3x2,65 m, 1,7 m thick clay wall. Un-
fortunately, as we mentioned above, the
plaster wall in this part was completely
destroyed. However, we have deter-
mined the dimensions and architectural
structure of this part due to well-pre-
served ceramic claddings. The human
bones were found in the north-western
corner of the second room of the mau-
soleum. In addition, it was established
that the floor of the above-mentioned
room was completely covered with clay
and its surface and walls were plastered
with gypsum.

As a result of our analysis, based on
the architectural design of the mauso-
leum, floor level of the first and second
rooms, we suppose that the second room
may have served as a funeral hall. This
is due to the fact that a human body was
laid on the floor of the room, which was
completely covered with ceramic clad-
dings and plastered with gypsum of 2-3
cm thick and the walls on all four sides

were plastered. Unfortunately, during
the demolition of ceramic claddings on
the walls of the mausoleum, the crypt
part of the mausoleum was completely
destroyed. However, there are the pre-
served remains of ceramic cladding and
traces of the wall of 1,7 m thick burial
(crypt) room in the southwestern cor-
ner of the mausoleum. That is, in a large
room of the mausoleum, the door of
which opens to the north-west, the pil-
grims read the Koran and pray and a man
is buried in the second smaller room. As
we mentioned above, thanks to the adop-
tion of Islam by the Turkic peoples of
Central Asia, a large number of mauso-
leums with rooms where pilgrims read
the Koran and prayed, were built.

As for the structure of the mausole-
um, the construction of the mausoleum
was built on a platform with a flat clay
surface. In the construction of the mau-
soleum ceramics made of high-quality
light orange clay measuring 25x25x5 —
26x26x5 cm were used. The outer and
inner edges of the wall of the mausoleum
were covered with whole or half ceramic
claddings and the center was filled with
broken ceramics mixed with clay. At the
beginning of the excavation work it was
established that the adobe bricks was
used in the mausoleum. We consider that
the mausoleum had two domes. That is,
if the entrance part of the front portal is
crowned with a large dome, the top of
the second room can be crowned with
a small dome because the walls of the
mausoleum are made of ceramics.

Portal, two-room mausoleums of this
type are found in the medieval Aral-Asar
(Mausoleum of Kerderi 1) (Fig. 4, 1)
(Baypakov, 2012, p. 65-68; Kurmanku-
lov, 2011, p. 85-86), Kyshkala (Fig. 4,
3) (Eleuov et al. 2021, p. 26-31; Eleuov
et al. 2021, p. 122), Auliekol (Fig. 4, 2)
(Petrov, Smagulov, 2018, p. 167-184)
during the archaeological excavations,
conducted in Turkestan cities. It turned
out that people were buried in the second
rooms of these mausoleums.
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Fig. 5. General view of mausoleum Ne7.
Puc. 5. O0wuii Bug Mas3oiest No7.

If we compare the mausoleum 6 in
the medieval city of Syganak with the
above-mentioned mausoleums, the mau-
soleum has a close resemblance to the
mausoleum Nel identified at the city of
Kyshkala. The portal doors of both mau-
soleums are directed to northwest. The
mausoleums have spacious halls for pil-
grims and a large tomb. The mentioned
mausoleums differ from each other in
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that the bottom part of crypt of mauso-
leum Ne6 in the city of Syganak is com-
pletely plastered with clay and its surface
is covered with gypsum to form a mau-
soleum (crypt) and in the mausoleum
Nel in the city of Kyshkala, the grave pit
was dug in the ground. The ends of the
grave were covered with clay. As for the
mausoleum of Kerderi II and the mau-
soleum of Auliekol, the portals of these
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Fig. 6. 1 — Mausoleum of Syrlytam, 2 — Mausoleum of Asanas, 3 — Mausoleum of Syrlytam,
4 — Mausoleum of Bolgan Ana (Koshenova, 2016, p. 273-508).

Puc. 6. 1 — Maszomneii CoipibiTam, 2 — MaB3oneil Acanac, 3 — maB3osneit CeIpiibITam,
4 — mag3zoneit bonran Ana (Koshenova, 2016, p. 273-508).

mausoleums are oriented to the south-
west; the burial rooms are short and nar-
row. People were buried in special pits,
dug on the floor of large rooms of both
mausoleums for pilgrims.

When clearing empty soil on the
floor of the mausoleum Ne6 in the me-
dieval city of Syganak, several ceramic
claddings of different sizes and 6 pieces
of coins were discovered. Two of these
coins were made of silver, the other four
were made of copper and the inscriptions
are preserved on the obverse and the re-
verse. As for the ceramic claddings, all
of them were made of high-quality light
orange clay. Well mixed clay was mixed
with fireclay (crushed clay), sometimes
with a concrete mixture consisting of a
mixture of crushed stone. By bentonite
we mean yellowish grey clay, which
locals call «a holiday lump». The sur-
face of ceramic claddings with braided
chain and geometric patterns, casted in
a special mould, was cut using engrav-
ing method and the extra part was cut
with a sharp tool. Ceramic claddings
were burnt in the furnace at tempera-
tures up to 900°. In the mentioned mau-
soleum, ceramic claddings, similar to
window sills, were also found. This type
of cladding was produced by moulding
in the form.

According to the results of examina-
tion C14, carried out to determine the
absolute chronology of the mausoleum,
it was established that the mausoleum
was built 588 + 25 years ago, that is, in
the first half of the 15" c. (Table 1). The
conclusions of the C14 examination are
confirmed by the objects, found in the
mausoleum. According to the results of
examination C14, it was established that
the portal, two-room mausoleums be-
long to the 15" century.

Mausoleum Ne7 in the medieval
city of Syganak

The mausoleum is preserved as a
small hill at a distance of 1400 m south-
east of the medieval city of Syganak. The
hill is a smooth round-shaped. Its size is
26 m, height is 1,5 m. During the exca-
vation works, a rectangular mausoleum
with dimensions of 12,2x10,1 m was
discovered. The portal of the mausoleum
is directed to the south-west. It is placed
the front side of the portal is covered
with burnt clay. Three burials have been
identified in the north-eastern part of the
mausoleum (Fig. 5). In our opinion, the
outer part of the mausoleum was covered
with a dyed ceramic cladding because
during the excavation in the outer part
of the mausoleum was found many dyed
ceramic claddings.
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The length of the mausoleum is 22,2
m, width 16,7 m, height 0,3-0,4 m. It
was built on the platform. The edge of
the platform was made in four rows of
burnt clay and the center is filled with
a mixture of black adobe and clay. The
north-western part of the western wall of
the platform is damaged at a distance of
3 m. Apparently, the villagers destroyed
it by heavy machinery. This particular
platform area was filled with black clay,
the surface was leveled and a mausole-
um was built in the middle. The length
of the open mausoleum is 12,2 m, the
width is 10,1 m, the height of the walls is
0,1-0,6 m. The portal of the mausoleum
is directed to the south-west. The site in
front of the portal is covered with a burnt
clay, its length is 10,1 m, width is 3,15
m. The identified portal has a length of
2,3 m and width of 1,6 m. The thickness
of the common portal, that is the south-
west wall — 3,7 m. On the doorway, the
ceramics were cut vertically and in the
rest of the inner part of the ceramic clad-
dings were laid flat. The width of the
mausoleum door is 1,45 m. The thick-
ness of the western, northern and east-
ern walls of the mausoleum is 1,55 m.
The size of burnt ceramics placed on
the walls of the identified mausoleum is
24x24x5, 25x25x5 cm. Also on the base
and edges of the wall the whole ceramic
claddings were cut and put broken clad-
dings were put in the middle. The reed
was laid under the wall, because the rot-
ten reed is well preserved. The ceramic
claddings have been removed from some
parts of the wall till the rotten reed. In
addition, the inner size of the open mau-
soleum is 7x7 m., the floor is covered
with burnt ceramic. Mainly this floor-
ing was preserved only in the southern
part of the mausoleum and the ceramics
of the northern part was completely de-
stroyed and removed. Three burials were
identified at the depth of 0,3 m above the
floor level in the north-eastern part of the
mausoleum. The burial sites were des-
ignated as burial sites Nel, Ne2 and Ne3
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from south to north. All burial sites are
located in the north-west-south-east di-
rection. Length of grave pits is 2,65-2 m,
width is 10,4 m, depth is 0,5 m. On the
bottom of the tombstones are set burnt
ceramic cladding measuring 24x24x5
cm, four sides are lined with burnt ce-
ramic claddings with a height of 0,5 m,
the surface is covered with a vertically
laid ceramic claddings. So the surface of
the grave pit is laid like arch. The iden-
tified skeletons were anatomically laid,
the head was directed to northwest, the
face was directed to southwest, two arms
and two legs were vertically laid togeth-
er.

The anthropological examination es-
tablished that the bone found at the bur-
ial site 1 belonged to a man who died
around age of 44-47 years. The bone
found at the burial site No2 was found
to belong to a woman who died between
the ages of 34 and 36. The bone found at
burial site 3, belongs to a man who died
around at the age of 27-30 years. During
the clearing of loose soil, an iron knife,
iron stone, bone ornament, T-shaped
bronze, iron nails, bronze mirror and
bone comb were found on the graves.
In the course of cleaning the mausole-
um from ceramics fragments were found
painted and unpainted ceramic claddings
of various patterns. 22 types of ceramic
claddings have been identified. In addi-
tion, blue-coloured ceramic claddings
were found interwoven into a dome of
various sizes. It was found the fragments
of the dome, placed in the middle of the
mausoleum.

Among such portal, quadrangular,
one-room mausoleums can be men-
tioned the mausoleum of Syrlytam (Fig.
6: 1), mausoleum Asanas (Fig. 6: 2),
mausoleum Syrlytam in the south-east of
the Aral Sea (Fig. 6: 3), mausoleum Bol-
gan Ana (Fig. 6: 4) and etc. These mau-
soleums were attributed by researchers
to the 13"—15% centuries (Tolstov, 1962,
p. 278-294; Koshenova, 2016, p. 273—
508). According to the results of exam-
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Table 1 — C14 analysis results

Laboratory Expedition 14 Date of
Ne inventoryNe inventoryNe Cage Sample type measurement
1 TUBITAK-2553 KKT6-K1 588425 bone 16.01.2023
2 | TUBITAK-2554 KKT7-Al 786+24 carbon material 16.01.2023

This table shows the results of a C14 examination made in the TUBITAK Marmara Laboratory
in the Republic of Turkey on bone and carbon materials from mausoleums No. 6 and No. 7
discovered during excavations in the medieval city of Syganak in 2022 (Dogan, Ilkmen, Kulak,

2021, p. 48-54).

ination C14, designed to determine the
absolute chronology of the mausoleum
Ne6, it was established that the mausole-
um was erected 786+ 24 years ago, that
is, in the first half of the 13™ century (Ta-
ble 1). Based on the results of the exam-
ination of C14, it can be concluded that
in the first half of the 13% century, the
inhabitants of this city have not yet ful-
ly accepted Islam or yet have preserved
local traditions, even converted to Islam.

Conclusion

Summing up, the city of Syganak,
recognized as one of the largest me-
dieval centers in the middle reaches of
Syrdarya, was one of the sacred and
spiritual centers of the region in the 18"
and 15%centuries. This is because there
are many mausoleums near the city,
which are considered an important part
of architectural monuments, built on
the graves of khans and sultans, famous
scholars and personalities. These mauso-
leums are lined and decorated with fin-
ishing ceramic claddings that inferior to
each other. In medieval sources the city
was also known as “the city of mauso-
leums”. The mentioned above scientific
conclusion is supported by both written
and archaeological data. In the course
of archaeological excavations on the
ancient necropolis Ne§ the mausoleums
were identified and examined in the sub-
urbs of city. The genetic study is current-
ly under way to collect new data on the
ethnic composition of those buried in the
mausoleums using natural history meth-
ods.

As for the history of the origin of the
mausoleums, it becomes clear that the

mausoleums have their roots in the Early
Iron Age. On the basis of the mausole-
ums belonging to the Saka tribes of the
4th_2nd centuries BC in the southeast of
the Aral Sea, the naus belonging to the
418t centuries in the middle and lower
reaches of Syrdarya, it can be said that
the mausoleums appeared in the 9"—10™
centuries. Thanks to the acceptance of Is-
lam by the Turkic peoples in the state of
Karakhan, the mausoleums with rooms
are being built for reading the Koran and
prayer for pilgrims. Thus, the tradition of
erection over the graves of famous per-
sonalities, state and religious figures of
one or two-room mausoleum of a square
or round shape, crowned with a dome,
becomes a tradition and continues to this
day. This opinion is supported by studies
of Smagulov E. A. and Pugachenkova
G.A.

Based on the results of the C14 anal-
ysis obtained from the mausoleums, dis-
covered in the medieval city of Syganak
in 2022, it was determined that mauso-
leum No.6 was built 588+25 years ago,
that is, in the first half of the 15" century
and mausoleum No.7 was built 786+24
years ago, that is, in the first half of the
13 century. This opinion is strengthened
by the architectural structure of the mau-
soleums, the burial tradition, decorative
ceramic claddings and artefacts, found in
the mausoleums. In addition, as a result
of our research work, it was determined
that portal, two-room and quadrangular,
portal, one-room mausoleums with a
dome are found in large numbers in the
middle and lower reaches of Syrdarya.
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MAB3OJIEN B CPEJHEBEKOBOM I'OPOJE CBITAHAK

Bb.C. Cuznukos, b.A. baiitanaesn, C.C. Mypra6aes,
M.M. Bbaxrtbioaes, K.C. ApbinoB, M. I'ypcoii, A.A. CepasineB

I'opon Ceiranak cuuTascsi OTHUM U3 KPYHHBIX MOJUTUYECKUX LIEHTPOB B CPEHEM Teue-
Huu pexu Coipnapbu B XI-X VI BB. Chiranak ObUT OTHAM M3 TJIaBHBIX IIEHTPOB KbImyakckoro
xaHcTBa, benoit Opapl, xancTBa AOynxaunpa u Kazaxckoro xanctsa. B cBsi3u ¢ 3Tum psjom ¢
rOPOJIOM XOPOHWIJIM IPABUTENIEH BIIICYTOMSIHYThIX XaHCTB, U3BECTHBIX JTUUHOCTEM, JIJISl HUX
CTPOWJIM OIPOMHBIE MaB30JIEH, a TOPOJ CTAJl OJTHUM M3 CaKpaJbHBIX U TyXOBHBIX LIEHTPOB.
Mag3osneit — naMATHUK apXUTEKTYphl, TOCTPOSHHBIA Ha MOTUJIE WK Kiaaouie. Mas3onen
CUMTAIHCH 3arpOOHBIM JTOMOM ymepiiux. [1o cTpoeHusIM MaB30Jiess MOKHO OTIPENETUTh CO-
LUaJIbHBIN yPOBEHb NOTPEOCHHBIX TaM JIOJEH WM K KAaKOMY COCJIOBHMIO OHM MPUHAJIEKAT.
BrisiBiieHHBIE 3aXOpOHEHUS] U HalJE€HHbIE MaTepUallbHbIe JaHHbIE MO3BOJISIIOT ONPEAEIUTh
CTaTyC, ypOBEHb OOIIECTBEHHOTO Pa3BUTHSA, MUPOBO33pEHNE, 00pa3 )KU3HHU, TPATUINH, Pe-

Pabora BeimosiaeHa B pamkax npoekta MOH PK Ne BR10965310 «KomrutekcHoe apxeoio-
TMYECKOE UCCIICIOBaHNE 00BbEKTA HCTOPHKO-KYIBTYPHOTO HACIEANS — CPEAHEBEKOBOE TOPOAMIIIE
CeIranax».
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JIMTUO3HbIE BEPOBAHMS, MTOTPeOaTbHBIN 00PSI M COLMAIbHBIE OTHOIICHHUS IPEBHET0 Hacelle-
Hus. Llens nanHOM cTaThbyu — MPOAHAINM3UPOBATh U BBECTU B HayuUHBIH 000poT MaB3oseu Ne 6
u No7, oOHapyKeHHBIE TIPY apXEOJIOTUYECKUX PACKOIIKAX B CPEAHEBEKOBOM roposie CriraHak
B 2022 romxy. Kpome TOTO, aBTOPBI MIOCYUTAIHN 11EI€CO00pa3HBIM OMPEIEITUTh HCTOPUIO BO3-
HUKHOBEHUS M pa3BUTHUs Map3oseeB. Ha OCHOBe pe3ynbTaToB apXeolOrn4ecKuX HCCIeno-
BaHM, TpoBeJeHHBIX B roposae Ceiranak B 2022 1., onpenerneHa aOCOIIOTHAS XPOHOJIOTHS
MaB30JIeeB ¢ MoMoIbI0 aHanu3a C14, paccMOTpeHbI CXOACTBA U Pa3IndMsl C OAHOTHUITHBIMU
MaB30JI€SIMU B COCEHUX PETUOHAX, IIPUBE/ICHbl HAYYHbIC HAOIIOCHHUS.

KuroueBble ciioBa: apxeosnorusi, CpiraHak, CpeIHEBEKOBbIE TOPO/Ia, CBATHIE MECTA, MaB-
30JIeH, TAMSITHUK apXUTEKTYpHhI, TorpedaabHas TpaAUINs, KEpAMUIECKUe OOIHUIIOBKH.
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