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Transforming foreign language classroom using authentic podcasts

Abstract. Advancement of the information and communication technologies brings the novelty to the lesson of 
foreign languages, and motivates us to find new methods of teaching. This article is dedicated to show the usefulness of 
podcasts for improvement of the language skills in foreign languages. The scope of the investigation can be identified 
with the review of the works of foreign language researchers and Methodists. The methods such as observation, 
empirical research of the podcasting and analysis are used to clarify the method of teaching a foreign language with 
the help of podcasts. In this article, the stages of creating a podcast are illustrated in a sequential order to provide 
detailed explanation of podcasting. The advantages of using this method in foreign language teaching such as the 
development of linguistic competence and cultural awareness are given to encourage teachers to use podcasting. 
Thus, based on the research done it is proven as an effective method of teaching a foreign language for beginners as 
well asfor advanced learners who study English as a second foreign language.

Key words. Multimedia learning, podcasting, foreign language teaching, language skills, advantages, stages of 
creating a podcast

Introduction. In his recent article “Social Modernization of Kazakhstan: 20 Steps toward Society of 
Universal Labor” the President of Kazakhstan emphasizes that social modernization requires reforming 
all spheres including education system. Today we live in the reality of globalization and digitalization. In 
such century of technological progress English teachers have to look for new methods of teaching a foreign 
language through multimedia and interactive technology. The use of podcasts in the Foreign Language 
Teaching (further FLT) as one of the types of multimedia learning is increasingly gaining popularity today, 
which makes the research on this topic of current interest.

The purpose of this article is to prove the effectiveness of authentic podcasts in developing foreign 
language learners’ listening, speaking, reading and writing skills giving the precise explanation and 
examples. This article also includes the description of the stages of podcast production recommending 
possible alternatives for creation of original podcasts.

Body. First of all, the notion of podcast should be clarified. According to the New Oxford American 
Dictionary a podcast is a “digital recording of a radio broadcast or similar program, made available on the 
internet for downloading to a personal audio player” [1, p. 102].

To say it differently, it is an episodic series of digital audio files that are created, shared and heard. 
Podcast can also be in the form of videos streamlined online, however, video podcast is known as vidcast 
or vodcast (a podcast that contains video content). And authentic podcasts as well as vidcasts in a foreign 
language can be used in teaching this language as the source of information and illustration of native 
speakers’ intonation and enunciation. For better understanding the production of podcasts and also for 
involving students themselves in creating their own podcasts, teachers can use podcasting in a classroom 
of English as the tool of recreating a foreign language teaching.

The other issue regarding the reasons of using podcasts in FLT and the proof of its effectiveness in 
acquiring the language arises and can be outlined through thorough consideration. Beare Kenneth who 
studied the implementation of podcasts in English in his book called “Introduction to English learning 
Podcasts” clearly revealed its advantages. The most salient feature of podcasts is that they can be accessed 
easily and quickly by the learners, which makes it comfortable to use and motivates them to participate in 
various ELT classroom activities [2, p. 5].

According to Chan, who also worked on this field,highlighted a good level of improvement in students’ 
pronunciation and enunciation while using podcasts in FLT. In his work called “Podcasting in foreign 
language learning: Insights for podcast design from a developmental research project”, he singled out the 
enhancement of students’ independence as well [3, p. 9].

The usage of podcasts in English classroom activities is enjoyable and allows students to gain 
confidence in learning the language with the new technology. Foremost, podcasting has a positive impact 
on the improvement of students’ language skills. In addition, podcasts are also useful for enriching cultural 
awareness and communicational competence [4, p. 12].
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The research done by Arabian linguist Ashraf, who presented paper at the Proceedings of the International 
Conference on e-Learning, indicates its usefulness in activating collaborative learning and peer review. 
Moreover, creating their own podcasts, students can reach large audiences and share ideas. By doing so, a 
foreign language can be learned quickly and naturally [5, p. 14].

Linguist Stephens points out the other essential benefit during implementing podcast application in 
FLT. This beneficial feature is outlined with the active participation of both teachers and students, as they 
are involved in the process of processing the information and creation of authentic podcasts. Furthermore, 
in his book “All about Podcasting” he specifies the limitless resources that can be used offline as well as 
online [6, p. 55].

Having better understanding of the effectiveness of teaching a foreign language with the help of 
podcasting, the methods of using podcasts and podcasting in FLT can be defined. And one of the ways of 
using educational podcasts is that teachers could apply such podcasts as Ted Talks or BBC for students 
and give them opportunity to perform pre-, while- and post-listening activities, thus improving learners’ 
listening skills.

Educational podcasts with the focus on specific subjects can substitute teacher’s lecture on the same 
topic. However, there is a note that should be taken into consideration: after vodcast which was shown on 
a digital blackboard, students’ comprehension should be tested with the follow-up questions prepared by a 
teacher in advance, thus to contribute to the better understanding of new information. 

It is obvious that podcasts ought not only to be used for informing and illustration the language acquisition 
performed by native speakers, but also teachers might give assignments for working with podcasts in a 
foreign language taking into account their linguistic skills and abilities. Students can choose from a range 
of available podcasts on the common topic and fulfill the Podcast Response Worksheet as well as Podcast 
Synopsis Sheet (the brief description of the content of a chosen podcast) that might be used as the tools for 
testing learners’ understanding and also developing their creative and critical thinking [7, p. 25].

The other method in order to maintain to the better productivity is that teachers can prepare their lectures 
in the form of podcasts on the subsequent topic and give the students for listening as home task and at the 
classroom of English their understanding of information might be tested with the variety of assignments or 
some practical tasks such as elaborating groups’ collaborative work regarding the topic.

Moreover, for making the lesson in a foreign language more interactive and digital, teachers can also 
ask questions online through blogs such as mypage.ru or getting the answer through email and telegram, 
thus monitoring students’ understanding and to be sure that they are prepared for practical assignments in a 
classroom. This constant check will enable teachers’ awareness of their students’ academic achievements.

Foremost, educators can inspire learners’ independence and encourage them to be more creative in 
producing their own podcasts. For motivating so, studentsmight create their own podcasts with the guidance 
of teacher using appropriate strategies. These strategies are key for better acquiring the language through 
the integration of digital technologies. After having done significant research in the field of implementing 
podcasts, we have created the strategy for producing students’ authentic podcasts.

The first step in creating a podcast on any topic is to prepare the text for recording. Students can be 
given a task of writing a necessary text for their podcast. This way they can also work on their writing and 
teachers should be involved as well. Teachers are responsible for checking students’ mistakes and giving 
them feedback. This task might be fulfilled individually or in a team setting. Cooperating students into 
some groups regarding their interest and chosen topic, teachers have a chance of developing a collaborative 
work.

Afterwards, the next stage of producing a podcast is the process of recording students’ voices. For 
doing so, students can use any recording facilities such as laptop or personal computer with microphone. 
However, the simplest way of recording is the use of the tool which is known as Dictaphone. In this stage 
teachers might be also involved in the process and read some parts of the text for recording if there is 
a dialogue in it. The main task of a teacher during this activity is to observe and give some assistance 
if students need. For improving the quality of audio file, it is crucial to think about the acoustics of the 
classroom beforehand. Another solution for this can be finding the classroom that is small and where there 
is no echo. But if there is no such possibility of having such a classroom, then teachers can create the 
artificial space where voices can be recorded. Another point which is worth of consideration is the fact that 
students cannot record their voices perfectly from the first trial; that’s why more time should be spent for 
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this assignment. Nevertheless, some of them who could not perform this given task as perfectly as they 
might do, for those there is a chance of editing the recorded file through different programs.

The following step of producing an authentic podcast is the most challenging one and can be known 
as the editing process. After recording students’ voices, they have an audio file in their personal computer 
or laptop and can transform this file into mp3file which is easy to do with the help of internet converter. 
Teacher might choose from the range of various programs that are free and available in the internet sources. 
Foremost, based on our own practice we use the most popular program for podcaster which is known as 
Audacity (the name of popular open source multilingual audio editor and recorder software that is used 
to record and edit sounds). This audio editing program allows us to edit out the mistakes, change the 
order of students and add music and sound effects, creating a more professional show. As for teachers it is 
essential to illustrate the techniques of working with this program. And if teachers are not good at working 
with this program or hearing about the podcast editor for the first time, then there is still a hope for such 
educators, because there are available handbooks in the internet, where there are all instructions that are 
needed for working with ready audio files. Moreover, teachers can print these instructions and hand out to 
the students for individual learning as home task and then consider them in a detailed way while working 
in the classroom of foreign language.

The concluding part in creating a quality podcast is to publish the produced and edited audio file in the 
web page. Today, one can find the limitless number of different internet pages where our podcasts can be 
published. Foremost, teachers can use a free podcast site such as Podomatic(one of the online podcast tools, 
which allows creating, searching and sharing your own podcasts with others)for setting up a podcast page. 
This page provides a website for learners to post their podcasts. The other popular web program is known 
as Soundcloud (the world’s leading social sound platform where anyone can listen to or create sounds and 
share them everywhere) and also can be used for this purpose. However, it is important to remind about 
the responsibility that teachers and students have for the content of their podcast, therefore teachers ought 
to check the ready audio file before streaming it online as a podcast on a webcast page. After publishing 
all the produced podcasts, students can be given a task of sharing with their feelings about the process 
of creating podcast and also discussing the podcasts of their group mates and asking relevant questions 
concerning their production. As the whole activity is going to be performed in a foreign language, the 
language acquisition is pleasant and accelerated.

According to the wide range of research in this field, podcasts are useful not only for the improvement 
of listening and speaking skills, but also reading and writing skills can be developed as well. For instance, 
in the initial step of producing a text for recording, students must write a written speech for it. This writing 
activity is handy for practicing their writing skills and practicing sample essays. As for reading skills, it is 
clear enough that students after listening a podcast can read a transcript of recorded audio file as well as 
they are engaged in reading sample speeches for podcasts before creating their own. There is, of course, 
no doubt that listening and speaking skills are being tackled while integrating podcasting, as students are 
normally given a task of listening podcasts on a chosen topic and then discussing their content during the 
lesson. These all shows us that podcasting is an indispensible tool for facilitating the language acquisition 
activating all necessary four skills. 

Conclusion. To sum up, the use of podcasts in FLT is the enormous effort in developing faster and 
enjoyable language acquisition. Podcasting as the way of recreating a foreign language teaching has a 
huge impact on the students’ progress in learning because of its before mentioned conspicuous advantages 
and salient features, therefore we highly recommend for teachers to use podcasts and podcasting in the 
classroom of foreign languages and encourage them to recreate the whole process of teaching a foreign 
language, thus, inspiring the learning a foreign language in a natural setting.

There are some recommended websites for podcasts that can be used:
The BBC podcast is the official British website, which provides free podcasts on different topics in 

English that are divided into some categories (available at:http://www.bbc.co.uk/podcasts).
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The second recommended website is the Podcast Alley. It is the website where one can find all infor-
mation, recent news about podcasts and also some podcasts in English to listen to. There is given an op-
portunity for people who are interested in podcasts to vote for their favorite ones (available at: http://www.
podcastalley.com/top_podcasts.php?num=20&genre=7&year=2011&month=4).

The iPodder is the official podcast webpage for hand-picked, peer reviewed podcasts that one can count 
on for quality information and entertainment in learning English (available at: http://www.ipodder.org/
podcasts).

SoundCloud is the world’s leading social sound platform where anyone can listen to or create podcasts 
and share them everywhere in a social network. Here authentic podcasts in lots of foreign languages can 
be found (available at: https://soundcloud.com).
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These podcast websites are useful for improving people’s understanding about a podcast and also help-
ful for developing language skills and cultural awareness in a foreign language. They are also attractive for 
their simplicity and broad range of topics offered to learners of foreign languages.
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Подкастарды пайдалану арқылы шет тілі сыныбын өзгерту

Аннотация. Ақпараттық-коммуникациялық технологиялардың жетілуі шет тілдер сабағына жаңалықты 
әкеледі және оқытудың жаңа әдістерін табуға талпындырады. Бұл мақала шет тілдеріндегі тілдік дағдыларды 
жақсарту үшін подкасттардың пайдалылығын көрсетуге арналған. Зерттеу аймағы шет тілін зерттеушілер 
мен әдіскерлердің жұмыстарын саралаумен айқындалады. Подкасттардың көмегімен шет тілін оқыту әдісін 
түсіндіру үшін бақылау әдісі, подкастингті талдаудың эмпирикалық зерттеулері және сараптама  әдістері 
пайдаланылады. Бұл мақалада подкаст жасаудың кезеңдері подкастингті егжей-тегжейлі түсіндірілуін 
қамтамасыз ету үшін жүйелі түрде баяндалады. Шет тілін оқытуда лингвистикалық құзыреттілікті дамыту 
және мәдени-ағартушылық сияқты артықшылықтары мұғалімдердің подкастингті пайдалануын көтермелеу 
үшін көрсетілген. Осылайша, жүргізілген зерттеулердің негізінде подкастинг ағылшын тілін екінші шет тілі 
ретінде оқудажаңадан бастаушыларға, сондай-ақ озық оқушыларға шет тілін оқытудың тиімді әдісі ретінде 
дәлелденді.

Түйін сөздер. Оқытудың мультимедиялық әдістері, подкастинг, шет тілді оқыту, тілдік дағдылар, 
артықшылықтары, подкасты жасаудың кезеңдері

А.М. Абдыхалыкова, А.Ж. Какимова 
Евразийский национальный университет им. Л.Н.Гумилева, Астана, Казахстан

Трансформация класса иностранного языка используя аутентичные подкасты

Аннотация. Развитие информационных и коммуникационных технологий привносит новшество на 
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урок иностранных языков и мотивирует нас на поиск новых методов обучения. Эта статья посвящена для 
иллюстрации эффективности подкастов, для улучшения языковых навыков на иностранных языках. Сфера 
исследования определяется   с обзором работ исследователей и методистов иностранных языков. Такие 
методы как наблюдение, эмпирическое исследование подкастинга и анализ используются для разъяснения 
метода обучения иностранному языку с помощью подкастов. В этой статье этапы создания подкаста 
проиллюстрированы в последовательном порядке, чтобы предоставить подробное объяснение подкастингу. 
Даются такие преимущества как развитие лингвистической компетентности и культурное обогощение при 
использовании этого метода в обучении иностранному языку, чтобы побудить преподавателей использовать 
подкастинг. Таким образом, на основе проведенного исследования подкастинг зарекомендовал себя как 
эффективный метод обучения иностранному языку для начинающих, а также для продвинутых учащихся, 
изучающих английский  как второй иностранный язык.

Ключевые слова. Мультимедийное обучение, подкастинг, обучение иностранному языку, языковые 
навыки, преимущества, этапы разработки подкаста.
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Is e-learning a real learning process for Kazakhstan? 

Abstract. This article deals with the new forms of e-learning of the XXI century education in the terms of 
digital environment. It discusses practice and experiences of e-learning in Kazakhstan which are for some set of 
circumstances are open dispute. It describes a current situation, policy of e-learning in Kazakhstani context and 
it proposes to broaden our horizons of what makes a good e-learning environment in Kazakhstan. The limitations 
of e-learning associated with the system of administrative management that is traced by various sources shows 
shortcomings and misconceptions due to established project “e-learning system”. Therefore, authors have attempted 
to discuss “e-learning” as more than a tool for controlling educational process but its vital source of learning as seen 
in other launched forms MOOC, e-learning courses, and blending learning. 

Key words. XXI century education, ICT, MOOC, Open University, virtual university, e-education, e-learning,e-
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