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UNVEILING THE POWER OF NAMES:
EXPLORING THE ROLE OF GENDER IN URBAN NOMINATION

S.S. Zhailaubay
L.N. Gumilyev Eurasian National University

Tyiiinoeme: Kaszipei yakeimma Ko2amoa amaynapobiy CaH AiyaH MaOeHU JHcaHe d1eyMemmik epexkuienikmepi oap,
oyn onapoviy Oipezeli 6OIMbICHIH JdHcemKizyOde epexute acep emeoi. Kynoenikmi emipoe apkim o3in amaynapmen
Kopuian mypeaHvii 0auxail aimaiiosl HcaHe oaap KAHOal 3ammbsly Hemece a0aMHbIH ecimi 60aca 0d, KOSAMHbIH
bapvix canacvina beiceHoi mypoe Kamvicadvl. Amaynap aneymemmixk HOpManaposl, COHbIH TuiHoe 2eHOepiK
CaliKeCmIK epeKuenikmepin Kbl3blKmul mypoe Oiidipemin mapuxu e3zepicmep MeH MIO0eHU epeKulenikmepoiy
HCUBIHMBIZLL OAp KYMbIpanap 601ysl MyMKin. Byn scymvic monvix manoayea sxcane sHcanksl ecimoep MeH 2eHOepiK
YebiMoap apacvlHoazvl OAUIAHbICMblL aHbIKMay2a Oazeimmanean. JKauxvl ecimoep mypanvl 2blibiM OOLbIN
maowvlLIamin OHOMACMUKAHbLH sepmmeﬂyi amayﬂap()blf; xaﬂaﬁ ACACAIAMDBIHBIH, Oﬂap()bll-} mapuxu manbl3vl Hede
JICoOHE KAHOAU dNeyMEemMmIK JCAbIH KOPCememiHin mycinyee MyMKIHOIK bepedi. Kana obvexminepin amay dcane
KabwvLi0ay npoyecinoe 2eHOepliK cmepeomunmepoiy acepine epexuie aKyeHmyayus Kouvbliaovl. 3epmmeyoiy
Makcamol - HAKMbl amayiap, acipece Kalauivlk 0pmaod, jHceke CaluKecmeHOIpy KYpaivl peminde eand emec,
COHbIMEH Kamap 2eHOepiK pondepee KORAMHuIY KO3KAPACLIHbIY OUHAMUKACLL MeH 632epicmepin Kopcememin
aiina peminoe Kblzmem eme alamvlHbIH aHblkmay. byn sepmmeydiy namuoicenepi Kaszipei Koeamoazel 2eHOepiiK
catikecmeHOIpy2e KamviCHbl MaKbl30bl NPOOIeMANapObl HCAIKL ecimoep 00beKmici apKblLibl audob.
Annomayusn: B nacmosiwee 8pems 8 obuecmse cywecmsyem 0601vuioe pasHooobpasue KyibmypHblX U COYUATbHbIX
xapakmepucmuk UmMeH, Komopwvie oKa3bléarom ocoboe erusnue Ha nepe()aqy ux yHuKa]ZbHOﬁ uodenmuynocmu. B
N06CeOHeBHOU JCUSHU He 6ce Mocym 3amemums, 4mo OHU OKPYIHCEHbl UMEHAMU, U He3A6UCUMO Om Mmoo, KaKue y
HUX UMeHA npedzwemoe uiau JllOOeZZ, OHU AKMUBHO Y4acmeyrom 60 6Cex aCneKkmax HCUu3Hu 06%{601’)’16&. HUmena mozym
Ob1mb COC)/OOM, 6 KOmopom CO6paHbl ucmopuiyecKkue uU3MeHeHus u KyJjabnmypHvle 0006€HH00mu, Komopbvie
UHmMePECHO 8blpasxcalom COyUuadlbHble HOPpMbl, BKIOYA ocobennocmu eeH()epHoﬁ UOEHMUYHOCU. UeﬂbIO oanHou
cmambvl A61A€emcs mu;ameﬂbelL? AHAJlU3 U 6bIACHEeHUe 63aUMOCBA3U M@.?iC()y UMeHamMu coOCMEeHHbIMU U
2€H0€prZMM KOHYyenyusimu. H3y'—t€Hu€ OHOMACMUKU, HAYKU 00 umenax CO6C‘I’I’!6€HHbe, oaem B603MOICHOCHb
NOHAMb, KAK CMpOAMCA UMeHdA, KAKO60 UX ucmopuvyeckKkoe 3Ha4eHue U KakKue CoyudjilbHble acnekmsvl OHU
ompasicarom. Ocobuviti aKyenm oenaemcs Ha GIUAHUU 2eH0eprlx cmepeomunoe Ha npoyecc HaumMenoeanus u
socnpusmusi eopodckux 00beKmos. llejlb uccneoo8anus - 8blABUMb, KAK UMeHa CO5CM6€HHble, 0cobenno 6
20pPOOCKOUL cpede, MO2Ym CIYICUMb He NPOCMO UHCHPYMEHMOM UHOUBUOYANbHOU UOeHMUGUKAyuy, HO U
3epKaAiIomM, ompasicaroujum 0uHafwu1<y U U3MeHeHue o6mecm6eHHoeo OMHOUIEHUA K ZeH()eprlM POJIAIM.
Peszyromamer 0antoeo uccredosanus npoaviom céem Ha CyujecmeeHHbie npooiembl 2eHOePHOU UOEHMUYHOCIU 8
COBPEMEHHOM o6mecm6e uepes npusmy UMeH coOCmMBEeHHbIX.

Abstract: Nowadays there is a great variety of cultural and social characteristics of names circulating in the society
that takes a special impact in conveying their unique identities. In daily life not everyone can notice that they are
surrounded by names and no matter of what objects’ or people's names they are, they actively take part in every
aspect of society. Names may be a jar in which there is a collection of historical changes and cultural peculiarities
that interestingly express social norms including features of gender identity. This paper aims to analyze thoroughly
and to elucidate the relationship between proper names as well as gender concepts. The study of onomastics, which
is the science of proper names, brings a chance to understand how names are built, what their historical importance
is and what social sides they reflect. Specific accentuation is set on the impact of gender stereotypes in the process
of naming of city objects and perception. The objective of the study is to reveal how proper names, specifically in
an urban environment, can serve not just as a tool for individual identification, but also as a mirror reflecting
dynamics and changes of public attitudes towards gender roles. The results of this study will shed light on essential
problems concerning gender identity in contemporary society through the lens of proper names.
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Introduction

Nowadays the issues concerning gender includes different disciplines, may it be in the field
of social policies, media studies, anthropology, political science, history and so on: it remains
actual. Gender can be studied from different sides. For example, it might be visible from the
social and cultural angle of masculinity and femininity, as well as biological aspects of them.
The present issues concern the first aspect in the society, though in the different contexts both
ways are connected in a subconscious way. In the last decades of the 20th century, gender
linguistics commenced exploring the concept of gender in a language: how it may be grasped
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in the context of a speech and what lexicons contribute to gender differentiations. Thus, society
can see gender issues in different social aspects. However, in the world of names, the gender is
seen clearly in identifying everything they denote. Particularly, the first attempt in exploring
gender in the context of proper names that are connected to objects of a city is going to be made
with this paper. To open the topic widely, foreign (Lihong Gu, S.B.Nikolaenko,
B.H.Musukaev), Russian (A.V.Kirilina, M.Tomskaya, V.I. Suprun) and Kazakh
(1.G.Orazbekova, G.K.Ismagulova, Kh.Kh. Nurseitova, G.B. Madieva) works of researchers
were reviewed. This paper presents an approach to combining gender linguistics and
onomastics in interdisciplinary research.

Concepts of gender in language: Reflection and Influence

Language is a fundamental necessity in everybody's life, whether it be in a work life, family

gatherings, friend meetings, relationships. People on this earth are believed to be
communicative creatures, and there is no communication without language. Even sign language
has its language, so nobody can deny that language plays a crucial role in anybody's life. As a
language has some grammatical features, a noteworthy point can come up related to this fact.
The concept of gender can be seen in a language too. It is sometimes noticeable in celebrities’,
political people’s, and society’s speeches. Therefore, in order to understand the concept of
"gender", let us turn to a review of the works of some scholars.
Language manifests the reflection of traditional gender roles through linguistic units. Some
languages, such as Russian, German, French ones, have gender category in their grammar. For
example, these languages in which words have grammatical genders (masculine, feminine,
neuter) can be accompanied by association and perceptions of the respective genders. These
associations have the potential to influence perception of the world and stereotypes in relation
to gender. And if the language has this kind of tendency, then names may also convey gender
shadows. Through words, some gender stereotypes are extremely noticeable. In the modern
linguistics, the concept of gender reflected through speech and communication is becoming to
be a new field of study.

According to domestic researcher 1.G.Orazbekova, there are two main historical waves of
researching gender studies. Beginning from the middle of 20th century, there was a big
tendency called “feminism” that occurred in the consequence of “student revolution”. This idea
has led to a new broader acknowledgment of social cultural aspects of gender. Thus, a new
theory appeared because of the “democratization of western society”. The battle with
patriarchal mindset led to the awareness of gender's importance from the scientific glance. The
second wave consumed the rest decades of the 20th centuries, revealing a new “feminist
criticism of language” concepts in linguistics. I.G.Orazbekova has drawn attention to the fact
that this concept is breathing till today, but in a slight way undergoing a critical “alarmist stage”
[1].

Hence gender has drawn a huge attention from those times. It can be clearly observed that
many countries are arranging meetings to draw attention to the gender stereotypes.

The works of Russian researchers A.V.Kirilina and M.Tomskaya show that, language changes
in the context of gender issues [2]. Contemporary societal changes in relation to gender issues
are also reflected in language. The emergence of new terms and their integration into language
use indicates society’s desire for a more inclusive and sensitive use of language. For example,
the introduction of neutral pronouns and new forms of address makes it possible to avoid
previous stereotypes and address people respectfully regardless of their gender identity. This
tendency is mostly seen in the western and northern countries. For example, American people
tend to give unisex or gender-neutral names to their children due to the social tendencies now.

The current state of knowledge on Kazakhstan’s gender condition in the context of proper
names is in the need of exploring. Although many researchers have paid attention to the gender
issues in the context of language in their works.

In the work “JIMHrBOKYJIBTYpPOJIOTMYECKHI  acleKT TEHJEPHBIX  OTHOLICHMA:
comocraBuTeNbHbIN acrekt’ Written by G.K.Ismagulova, there was conducted comparative
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analysis of gender relations in the Russian, German, and Kazakh languages with the aim in
identifying similarities or differences of gender concepts in those languages. The analysis was
made based on the proverbs and sayings related to both genders. The results showed that the
“boy/husband/son/father” and “girl/wife/daughter/mother” both are mostly depended on the
context of cultural aspect conditioned by ethnocultural traditions and national specifics of the
language. It means that in different language according to the context of sayings or proverbs,
the differences, and similarities in meaning of both genders vary from the nation’s mentality
and how owners of that nation got used to see both genders with moral principles. It turns out
that stereotypes about each gender is set by whole nation rather than individuals and they have
been existed so far having roots from past times. In this work, there was discussion about the
negative and positive perception of each gender as well as the fact that there are more merits
gained from boys rather than girls. Frankly, it is believed that only boys can help a family being
the heir and the daughter has absolutely no rights to inheritance even in case of parents' death,
determined the low social status of the girl and woman. Another new thing in the work was that
some natural phenomena as mountain used for boys while girls relate to water and earth in
Kazakhstan, thus even natural phenomena is somehow defined to be feminine or masculine. In
Russian and Kazakh proverbs, the negative perception of girl pursuing the leadership is
expressed tremendously, whereas in German sayings aspiration to leadership is viewed from
the positive side. According to quantitative analysis, that was based on particular amount of
sayings, in a table with various “Internal attributes, External attributes, Interpersonal attributes”
of both gender in three languages illustrated the difference in percentages giving overview of
how each nation see genders. Namely, while girls are judged by their appearance and weakness,
boys are noticed by their personality traits like bravery, power, willpower, and courage [3].

Kh.Kh.Nurseitova suggested new terms, such as “linguogender”, “communicative behavior”,
“social symbolism”, oriented in the context of cognitive-discursive approach with a goal of
analyzing communicative behavior of each gender. “Social symbolism” is the reflection of
certain action, fact, and event in the mind of people that is formed in a specific nation. All of
these phenomena acquire in the consciousness of the people a symbolic meaning, characteristic
and uniform for the whole given society. By “communicative behavior” one could understand
the norms of communication of particular nation or group of people. The author acknowledged
some concerning questions about discrimination of women in discourse or who have access to
tools of power in society. “Linguogender” is defined as any manifestation of a person’s gender
characteristics in language or speech. There are certain gender conventions in their
communicative behavior. For example, the male convention is thought to be a “competitive
type”, while the female convention is associated with “cooperative type”. If women are more
likely to show a tendency to ask questions, maintain a dialogue, expressing solidarity and
agreeing with the interlocutor, then communication of male type is supposed to be less dynamic,
flexible, and less concentrated on the interlocutor [4].

The work of Kh.Kh.Nurseitova clearly demonstrate how each genders has their
communicative conventions determined by society, also showing the tendency already set in
the mind of cross-cultural communities. If women tend to be family or interpersonal
surrounding oriented, then men are seen to be dominant in their speech and action.

And Lihong Gu’s research called “Language and Gender: Differences and Similarities” states
that most people consider the language of females to be conservative, but in fact women are
able to enrich their vocabulary easily with new words than men [5]. This point of view leads us
to the fact that it agrees with the above analysis stating that women’s communication behavior
is more flexible compared to men’s.

It is worth noticing that the analysis about gender somehow conclude with the fact that most
phenomena about women and men are in some way similar globally, so one could accept gender
differences and similarities to be world widely stereotyped. Although different countries has
their own visions about gender and now surprisingly other types of genders are appearing to the
world and global data counts 300 genders according to S.B.Nikolaenko. Through the work of
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S.B.Nikolaenko called “«Onomactuueckuii» renaep npu (GpopMHUPOBAaHUH METAIPEIMETHBIX
KOMIIETEHIMI (Ha MaTepuaie TUAaKTHYCCKOTO COACPKAaHUSA yUeOHUKA TI0 PYCCKOMY S3BIKY
there can be seen a new way of analyzing gender in language and names in the educational
space based on content-analysis of a middle school book. S.B.Nikolaenko suggested to add a
new term, according to an experiment held, called “onomastic gender” into the pedagogical
science which means it provides with the “replenishment of students' knowledge about gender
values, roles, characteristics and norms of behavior fixed in onomastic units”. As
S.B.Nikolaenko indicates gender stereotypes are formed in the mind of people from their
childhood indirectly or directly, thus this will show the reality of society through the linguistic
picture of the world [6].

Now it is distinctly noticeable that gender is being explored from various angles.

Essentials of proper names in society. Onomastics as an interdisciplinary study
Proper names play an important role in society by providing unique labels for individuals,
places, and phenomena. Proper names are not just words: they carry deep semantics and social
cultural significance in society. They are key elements in communication, history,
identification and even in the formation of collective memory. As G.B. Madieva and V.I.
Suprun pointed out, proper names are the foremost active layer of the vocabulary, that
constitutes the onomastic space, characterized by the design of the world existing within the
cognitive representation of the naming people. Different types of extralinguistic factors, such
as geographical, archaeological, historic, social, cultural and so on, have an effect on the
character and composition of proper names [7, p. 12]. It means that some factors, like social
and cultural ones, affect on naming.

Onomastics, as a field concerned with the study of proper names, goes beyond simply assigning
labels to objects or people. It is an interdisciplinary science involving linguistics, sociology,
anthropology, history, cultural studies and even computer science. According to
B.H.Musukaev, if there is a new direction that should be studied, then expansionism is needed
to explore the historical and social information contained in anthroponyms, toponyms and other
ononyms [7, p. 27]. And here gender can be studied through proper names by analyzing the
frequency and semantic structure.

The types of proper names called “ergonomy” and “urbanonymy” are one of the key ones in
this vast field of study. Ergonymy studies names associated with work, production, places of
labor and, in general, the sphere of labor activity. They can be the names of institutions,
organizations, educational institutions, stores. Urbanonymy, in contrast, studies names
connected to intercity facility. They are names of streets, boulevards, squares, individual
buildings. According to need of society, the proper names can appear and be depended on that.
It means that current state of gender in a country can be seen through these proper names.

Importance of an Onomastics in the formation of gender connotations.

Cities, neighborhoods and commercial enterprises can acquire certain gender associations in
the public consciousness. Some urbanonyms and ergonyms are often perceived as more
"masculine™ or "feminine" depending on various factors such as history, cultural characteristics,
architectural landscape, and content peculiarities. An example is the association of older historic
cities with masculinity, while modern business districts may be associated with feminine
elegance. Another instance is associations with the names of streets and squares named after
influential people from history. People somehow connect these urbanonyms with a particular
gender identity because of the characteristics of these people's own names, may it be biological
sex differentiation, character traits or impressive traces left in history. A significant example
from Kazakh proper names is the choice of linguistic forms in surnames, the use of certain
suffixes like “-ynbr” or “-Kkp13bI” can give certain "feminine" or "masculine" characteristics to
city objects.

Sometimes the proper names of people that are used for naming objects in a city can not be
associated by their biological gender identity, it goes beyond. People's names are sometimes
presented with facts such as where they are from: what nation or country, culture, or era.
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Investigation of gender through proper names in urban environment needs to be looked from
different angles, bearing in mind different characteristics these names carry. These
characteristics are depended on the connotations in the mind of individuals. For example, the
district in Astana city called “Charles de Gaulle” is associated by some residents as having
exquisite and vintage elegance because of the appearance of buildings and apartments that
resemble France. Another reason could be the fact that France is somewhat believed to have a
feminine culture and French women are mostly accepted as fashionably elegant ones, or its
famous welfare system of work balance. Moreover, others may think the district named after
former president of France is somehow gives masculine feature due to his biological identity
and status. Thus there can appear the formation of stereotypes about the behavior and character
of people living in this area.

It is apparently seen that stereotypes are the key features in identifying gender.

Conclusion

Not only reflecting but also influencing the public consciousness, language is able to form and
change perceptions of gender. Words carry not only semantic but also emotional load, forming
certain associations and influencing perception.

Onomastics, as an interdisciplinary study with gender linguistics, helps us better understand
how proper names shape, influence our society, and better understand the state of gender
perception in the country. By analyzing the meanings of ergonyms and urbanonyms, we expand
the understanding of the influence of language on the formation of gender connotations in
society. It also allows us to identify the problems of gender inequality faced by different spheres
of life.

Proper names are not only a means of denoting locality but can also serve as a mirror to reflect
and shape gender connotations. Exploring this interaction allows us to better understand how
language and urban culture interact to create unique images and associations that influence our
perception of the world around us.
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[TPOSBJIEHUE S3bIKOBOM IT'MBPUN3ALINN B JEJIOBOM KOMMYHUKAITUN

E.J]. Huuymoesa
EHY um. JI. H. ['ymunesa

Annomayun: Byn maxana eubpud npoyecmepiniy icKepiik KOMMYHUKAYUS CANACHIHOAZbl MINOIK 6Y0andacmulpyobl
damvimyza acepi macenecine apranzan. XKeodendemineen 2ubpuo xHcagoauvinoa apmypii MaOeHuemmep Mex miiodepoin
esapa apekemmecyi bapean caiivin 63ekmi 601a mycyde, 0¥ KOMAAHUS AMAyiapblHOd, MAPKeMUHeMIK HayKanoapoa
Jicone bpenomepoe 2ubpudmi minoiK KYpuLiblMOapObly KATbINMACYbiHa aKenedi. Makanada cesdcacam apKblibl iCKepiK
OQUNAHBICMbIY JICAHA MYPIEPiH KYpyea bIKNal ememin MINOIK JcoHe MIOeHU dleMeHmmepoi apaiacmuipy npoyeci
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