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Radnaeva E.
Talgatbek M.
Dukenbaeva Z.

AKZHAN AL - MASHANI IS A RESEACHER OF THE GREAT STEPPE CIVILIZATION

Broad scientific outlook, knowledge of Arabic enabled Akzhan Zhaksybekovich make one of his major
cases - the opening of the role of the great scholar Abu Nasir al-Farabi to the world. Al-Mashani proved that
the sources of Culture and Science of Kazakhstan were the works of al-Farabi; thereby the name of this great
scientist was ever recorded in the history of science of the Republic of Kazakhstan.

To raise the issue of the scientific studies of the heritage of Al-Farabi was a difficult matter, because in
Kazakhstan there were not his writings, were not specialists in Arabic, and finally there were not the skills and
traditions of this study.

A.Z. Mashanov recalls: «Despite all this, I started to work at my own risk; in the result of numerous
searches I was able to establish where the manuscripts of works Al Farabi are kept... I began to send letters
asking to send me a microfilm of these papers. I wrote in London, Paris, Leyden, Berlin, Ankara, Istanbul,
Tehran, Cairo, Damascus, Baghdad, Beirut and other cities. These efforts have yielded fruit, after 2 years I
had 2 volumes of the works of al-Farabi and the same about him. In 1960 we (me and the library director of
KazSSR Akhmetov N.N.) have written a memorandum to the president of KazSSR K.I. Satpayev that it is time
to explore the heritage studies of al-Farabi in earnest. He received the memo with great care and sight: «I agree.
Implement» [1,12].

After spending several years in Kazakhstan, there was organized a group to study the heritage of
al-Farabi and were begun fundamental research works of al-Farabi. In becoming of exploration of Farabi
in Kazakhstan lot of help and support were provided by D.A. Kunayev and academician of the USSR, B.G.
Gafurov, Ph.D. from Moscow S.Grigoryan, and B.A. Rosenfeld [2,23].

Thus began the whole trend in the Kazakh Science — exploration of Farabi, whose center was the
Academy of Sciences, and the Institute of Philosophy and Lawbecame a lead agency, that executed, and
continues till this days to carry out fundamental research in this area.

In the process of formation of Farabi research there are two directions: first - to translate works of
al-Farabi into Kazakh and Russian, their scientific editing, proofreading by a similar translation to other
languages and publication in the press, the second - were engaged in scientific research encyclopedic heritage
of medieval philosopher and introduction into scientific circulation of his works. Being interrelated, these two
trends have contributed to the continued growth of qualified research and expand not only space of science, but
also educational and outreach activities in our country, as gradually the name of al-Farabi, becoming more well
known and identified with the humanist culture and history of our country, was closely woven into the context
of the revival of spiritual values of the past and the actualization in connection with modern society’s demands.

In the development of Farabi exploration in Kazakhstan, in our opinion, we can distinguish three
periods:

the initial (1967-1974), when translation and research activities just started out and unfolded to study
heritage of al-Farabi;

second period (1975-1990), continued in the whole Marxist-Leninist position beginnings of the first
period and has attained significant progress in studying the heritage of the thinker;

the third period (1991 - present) when the research of heritage of Al-Farabi was studied with renewed
philosophical and methodological positions, that were possible due to Kazakhstan’s independence and rejection
of the ideology of a totalitarian society.

Kazakh Farabi exploration implemented the learning of the following aspects of heritage encyclopedic
thinker: the logical, social, ethical, political, aesthetic, epistemological, science, math and musicological.

As a result of this work there were published reputable monographs and scientific articles, were
conducted international scientific conferences and symposia. The main achievement of the expanded research
and scientific-organizational activities of scientists was that the legacy of al-Farabi became a part of the spiritual
culture of Kazakhstan that was appeared as the country’s national treasure and symbol of its rich culture. The
name of al-Farabi was sounded not only from the stands of scientific forums, but also in classrooms and school
classes, and after his name were called National University and one of the most beautiful avenues of the city
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of Almaty, there was created a public charitable foundation, has been published philosophical and political
science and the spiritual and cognitive magazine «Al-Farabi” etc.

Of course, the main initiator of Farabi exploration in Kazakhstan was Akzhan Mashani.He has visited
many countries around the world, collecting materials about the life and scientific ways of al-Farabi.In 1968
Akzhan Zhaksybekovich visited the Mosque the Bab al-Saghir in Damascus, where is located the tomb of our
great ancestor.It should be noted that he was the first of the Kazakhs who have found the tomb of al-Farabi in
Damascus and brought back a handful of earth. The Doctor of Technical Sciences, the Professor of Department
of “Mine surveying” Marzhan Nurpeisova recalls: «Akzhan Zhaksybekovich told a lot about that,he said that
the inscription on the tomb was not there, he was helped to find it by number «[3,61].

He described in his book «Al-Farabi and Abai” his state of mind and emotions at the time of finding the
tomb of the great scientist: «I could not stop my tears... I wrapped a handful of earth from the grave of al-Farabi
in a handkerchief, and devoted to him a surah of the Quran «[4,56]. In this book, a prominent scientist was able
to show the relationship of creativity of al-Farabi and Abai, who lived in different eras.

In addition, his excitement at the last refuge of the philosopher Akzhan Zhaksybekovich expressed in
his poems, which later were translated by Bekzhanov:

1Iwas looking for the grave by months,

From your motherland have come here.

One handful of the sand

Took I from the grave as a talisman.

Oh, mosque-domes of Magaui!

The dust of centuries... How much have you seen?
And still stand somewhere there

The place of holiness Dar As-Alam[5,22].

In 1972, A.Z. Mashanov in the magazine «Al-Farabi», that was issued in Kuwait, has published his
article «Stars of culture in Central Asia» in the Arabic language [6, 56], where reasonably proved his opinion.
After that, many experts have confirmed that «Mr al-Mashani is right ...» [6,91].Since that time, it is believed
that Akzhan al-Mashani has opened the name of the great scholar al-Farabi to Kazakh people.The new name
«al-Mashani» was appropriated to Akzhan Zhaksybekovich by Arab scholars, he liked it.Therefore, he has
already signed up his subsequent books as al-Mashani.

The scientist had read many books of Abu Nasir al-Farabi, and proved that he was a Kazakh who
was born in Otrar, the largest center of the ancient culture of Kazakhstan and Central Asia, once was named
Farab, hence the name of a great scientist turned. Studying the works of the great philosopher, encyclopedic,
mathematician and astronomer, Akzhan Mashanov concluded that in the book of German astronomer Johannes
Kepler «Music of Heaven» many facts and figures are from the work of al-Farabi, “Kitab al-music al-Kabir»
[7,36].

Akzhan Mashanova was rightly regarded as the first consultant of studying the scientific heritage of
great ancestors, thanks to him the name of al-Farabi has been returned to his homeland. He was one of the
most active initiators of conduction the international scientific conference that was dedicated to the 1100-year
anniversary of the thinker, in his hometown in Kazakhstan (Almaty, 1978).

In 2001, during the celebration of the anniversary of Al-Farabi in Kazakhstan, academician was
posthumously awarded a prize named after al-Farabi and handed cerificate Ne 1.

Akzhan Mashanov had written books, scientific and historical works, «Aristotle East», «On studying
the heritage of Al-Farabi», «Great scientists of Central Asia and Kazahstan”, Al-Farabi and Abay”, and others.

Turning to issues of scientific studies of the heritage of al-Farabi in the writings of al-Mashani it should
be emphasized the essential feature of the historical assessment of creativity of the medieval thinker, not so
much as a philosopher, but as a representative of the exact and natural sciences. He wrote: «Al-Farabi was
familiar with the cultural history for a long time, but mainly as a philosopher. Meanwhile, a large part of his
artistic legacy, in my opinion, relates to the natural and mathematical sciences «[8,55]. In this aspect of his
research interests he has always remained to be faithful, not bypassing the cardinal questions of philosophy, as
in the worldview of al-Farabi, they are closely related to natural science issues, and without their solution it is
difficult to comprehend and understand in its entirety and the magnitude of the legacy of the medieval thinker.
Al-Mashani particularly interested in the work of al-Farabi, astronomy, geodesy, geology, mining, metallurgy,
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physics, mathematics, chemistry and others. And now, after a certain time, you can rightfully claim that he was,
and remains one of the major scholars of his natural-scientific and mathematical perspective.

In works “Abu Nasir al-Farabi”, “Al-Farabi and modern science»,» About works of al-Farabi” al-
Mashani considers creativity of the medieval thinker, in conjunction with the works of ancient philosophers
and scientists - Plato and Aristotle, Ptolemy and Pythagoras, the medieval thinkers - Ibn Sina and al-Biruni, and
Ulygbek ibn Rushad, al- Zhauhari and al-Tusi, and in the influence of his ideas on the subsequent development
of medieval Western European philosophy and science of the Renaissance and modern times in the face of
Akvinskiy and Roger Bacon, N. Kuzanskiy and Copernicus, B. Spinoza [9,26]. In the work “Al-Farabi and
Abai” there is comparative analysis of the works of two great thinkers who had become a spiritual core of
Kazakh culture, and its heart and conscience [ 10,66].

In the work “Al-Farabi and modern science» al-Mashani reveals creativity of medieval scholar living
in history of the birth of natural science and mathematical ideas, it is included in an active dialogue of past
and present, and appears as a thinker who anticipated the progressive ideas in science [11,17]. The writings of
al-Mashani the great thinker are always active participant and co-creative of universal mind, of the story of his
deep knowledge of the universe and man. Methodological principle of continuity in the history of philosophy,
that al-Mashani used in the study of heritage of al-Farabi, which was understood in the Soviet literature in large
part as an abstract identity at this stage that was considered as a specific identity, where there was unity through
their differences and deployed through a variety of its manifestations. Therefore, the inclusion of al-Farabi in
the modern philosophical discourse and communication, where every vote has the right to existence and self-
expression, is a highly relevant and helps the present to better understand and realize itself.

In studies of Al-Mashani also alleged that al-Farabi carried out a productive dialogue between East and
West. The idea of dialogue is particularly sounded, not only in science but also in social and political sphere,
as well as communication between nations and governments in the modern, ever more clearly conscious of its
unity and interconnectedness, world.

Akzhan al-Mashani in adding to everything else was also a scholar and philosopher. He revealed the
secret relationship of science and Islam, and proved that they are united among themselves and can not be
separated from each other. Their understanding of Islam Akzhan al-Mashani expressed in his book «Tabooy,
«Al-Farabi and Abaiy in his manuscript «Scientific bases of Islamy» [12,44].

When Akzhan al-Mashani started researching the heritage of al-Farabi, he decided that first of all must
adhere to the direction of al-Farabi. This meant full recognition of Islamic values, which al-Farabi followed.

We give an example of scientific [slam of A.Mashani based on the way ABX]I — calculation. A.Mashani
mastered the material properties of the Earth - a stone-mineral and chemical elements. It is no coincidence that
some substances of the Earth are found in many verses of the Quran. For instance, black stone Kahba appears
in the Quran, which was sent from heaven for mankind by Allah. He called Hazhur Asud. In our concept it is
the iron meteorite [13,11].

Akzhan hazyret calls myriad properties of iron “mugzhiza”. Kazakhs call the star that is over the
North Pole, which does not change its location in the winter and summer, Temirkazyk. Kazyk in Kazakh
means picket, wedge, prop. The name of this star that means the support is made of iron, proposes eternity.
In Arabic there are several words that are related with the word iron: MOORE - moving - walking, Tamura
— movement. In the Quran, Tamura means movement of Heaven (Earth). Hence, the name of Amir-Temir
means Land (World) in motion. If we take into account that the translation of the sura Al-Mulik is «Authority
«, then the name of Amir-Temir gives the explanation of movement, development of life on earth. Generally
the words Tamura Tamra tamyr-Temir-MTP for the interpretation of A. Mashani mean the source of life, and it
is interconnected with the concept of Gayn al- Hayat. And there also can be mentioned that the deep meaning
of iron means measuring the universe. Therefore, the construction of the universe, human breath, blood flow,
heart rate - everything is connected with the iron. If the blood of man is his soul, then the red blood corpuscles
are the product of iron sulphate - hemoglobin [14,33]. This is the first.

Talking about the huge legacy of scientist A.Mashani in Farabi exploration should be noted that it is
based on the way of ABX/I. Among them there are a great literary legacy: «Al-Farabi and Abai”, “Al-Farabi
and Cosmology», «Al-Farabi and music», «Stop the Moon», «Arys Moon and scientific newsy», “Gates Tour
«, «Sky Tour «, “Thoughts on the night Kydyr», «Signature Oguzkhan», «Mother Azhar and a honey beey,
«Seven alef», «Remote Printing», «In the arms of the secret fire», «Legacy of the Bronze Age in Kazakhstany

Topical and popular modernity is used al-Mashani in such works as, for example, «Al-Farabi zhane
Islamy, «Nasir Abu al-Farabi — muslim Hakim» approach to the encyclopedic Heritage Second Teacher through
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the prism of Islam. Earlier in the philosophical works prevailed statement of this fact, but without a full and
deep consideration and deployment. It was believed that Islam only outwardly affected the views of al-Farabi,
the same inner content of his philosophical views and the natural heritage of antiquity were determined, while
the present stage of development of Farabi exploration content worldview of al-Farabi is Islam. Moreover, al-
Farabi, expressed his deeply humanistic potential, the ancient heritage has become a condition and the other,
which helped to build and understand the unique and original Islamic culture.
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PaxumoexoBa A.K.
9TUKA JUAJIOT' A MEX1Y HAPOJIAMMU: HA IPUMEPE «JIECA» U « CTEIIN»

Hayunas uzyuenue ucmopuu kaxo2o-mubo Hapooa, gcmpeuaem CULy, Komopas 0epucum 6 C60uUx
PYKAX Koavlhenb Kaxncoo2o Hapooda - npupooy e2o CmpaHbl
B.O.KnroueBckuii

[TonsiTHE «eBpa3MiiCTBO» BKIIOYACT B ceOs HECKOJIBKO aCMEKTOB M CTOPOH: WACI0 AMAIOTa KYJIbTYp
EBpomnbl u A3un; 0003HaYeHUE CYNEPITHUUECCKOW OOIIHOCTH; HACHHO-TIOIUTHYECKOe ABMKeHue 20-X To10B
XX Beka; U0 UHTErPaLUU FOCYJapCTB Ha €BPa3UliCKOM POCTPAHCTBE. EBpa3suiicTBO MHOTO3HAYHO, IOTOMY
KaK [10/{pa3yMeBaET MHOKECTBO UCTOPHUECKHUX KOJUIN3UN B PA3BUTUU U B3aUMOOTHOILIEHUH KYJIbTYP U ’THOCOB,
HAaCEJSIOIUX BHYTPEHHIO EBpa3nio; B 3BOJIIOLMH €BPA3UICKOT0 UIAEHHO-TIOJUTHYECKOTO IBUKEHNUS; B IIArax
o coznanuio EBpaszuiickoro Coro3a u Tak ganee. Ho 3a sBIeHUSAMH JJOJDKHO CKPBIBAaThCSI HEKOE YCTOWUMBOE,
OCHOBHOC SIZIpO eBpa3uiicTBa. Jlymaercs, 4To TaKuM SAPOM SIBISIETCS HJesl JOOPOCOCEICKMX OTHOIICHUH
MEX/Y JIFOAbMH, KOTOpPasl BBUIMBAECTCS B 4YBCTBO MX MCTOPUYECKOrO U KYyJIBTYPHOrO POACTBA. B ocHOBe
€BPa3MHCTBa JISKUT TIOPKO-pycckoe B3aumopeicTeue. OHO Oazupyercsi Ha MOJIOKEHUU: MECTOPA3BUTHE -
(reorpaduueckmii, STHUUECKUH, X03HCTBEHHBIH, HCTOpUUecKuil «ianamad™) - ato Jlec + Crens = (Poccus
oceqast obnacte + CrenHast 30HAa), OOBEIUHSAIONICE pA3IMYHBbIE YTHUUECKHE coolmiecTsa. JIUTenbHOE
peObIBaHKE B PEJIeNIaX 0JHOI'0 MECTaPa3BUTHSI CIIOCOOCTBOBAIIO CONMKEHUIO IPYT C PYTOM pa3HbIX ’THOCOB
C COBEpIIEHHO MHBIM 00pa3oM >KM3HU M OpPTaHU3alWH KU3HEHHOTO TIPOCTPAHCTBA, K MPUMEPY, OCEAJION0 H
KOYEBOT0, a TEPPUTOpUANbHO-Teorpaduueckas OOUIHOCTh MPOKUBAHUS HAPOJIOB 00YCIaBUIO OOLIHOCTh MX
JyIIEBHOIO CKJIaJla U MUPOBOCIIPUSTHS.

[IpeanpurHsATa NONBITKA [TOKA3aTh ATUKY JUAIOra MEXJy HapoJaMU Ha IPUMEPE B3aUMOOTHOILICHHUN
KpeCThbsIH-TIepECeIeHIIEB U KOYEBHUKOB-Ka3axoB. Bo Bropoit noiosune XIX Bexka Crenb cTana 3acenarbes
KPECTbSIHAMU-TIEPECENICHIIAMY U IPEACTABUTENN PA3HBIX KYJbTYP, BEPOMCIIOBENAHUN, MEHTAJIbHOCTU
BBIHYKJICHBI OBUIM COCYIIECTBOBAaTh HA OJHOM YKM3HEHHOM MpOCTpaHcTBe. Ha mepBblil B3I MHTEpechl
CTOPOH OBUTH B KOPHE HEMPUMHPHMBI, a MPOTUBOCTOSHUE MEXIy HHUMH ObUIO Hem30exHO. M 3T0 MOXHO
OOBSICHUTH IPUCYTCTBUEM HECOBMECTUMOCTH MEKAY JBYMS OU€Hb Pa3HbIMH 001ecTBaMu. C 0HOM CTOPOHBI
XPUCTHAHCKUU MHUP C OCEJUIbIM NTOHMMAHUEM JKM3HU W JUHAMUKON arpOMHIYCTPHAIBHOM 3KOHOMUKH, C
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