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There are several areas like cooperation in fields of fertilizers production, setting up of petrochemical 
complex, thermal power plants, Entrepreneurship Development center etc. Agreements in the fields of Agri-
culture, Health, Culture, Science and Technology and Education etc are currently under consideration by both 
sides.

Kazakhstan has also revealed a keen attention in strengthening military ties with India, particularly 
enhancing its arms exports and aerospace alliance. In its 2006 defence policy document Kazakhstan decided 
on the Indo-Pacific region, including India as export markets. Besides this Kazakhstan’s largest crop is wheat 
which is exports. It ranks as the sixth largest wheat producer in the world. During the Visit of Vice President of 
India to Kazakhstan in April 2008 where in agriculture was identified as a promising area of cooperation, both 
the sides recommended signing of an Agreement on cooperation in agriculture and allied sector between the 
relevant ministers as an important step in this direction.

Indian Small and Medium Enterprises after establishing their existence in the pharmaceutical and tea 
markets of Kazakhstan are now planning to venture into the country’s Information Technology (IT) sector. In 
addition to the government initiatives, Indian SMEs are also recommended to tap Kazakhstan’s IT market by 
offering new technologies like IP technology, Linux for critical applications and by formulating database for 
their domestic IT firms. It is one of the important sectors where India can accentuate.

Kazakhstan has sought India’s assistance in setting up of industrial clusters in textiles and cooperation 
in areas of hi-technology and financial services. Kazakhstan has a massive scope for textile trade between 
the countries, as there was a stable resource base, coupled with good logistics, and banking infrastructure in 
Kazakhstan. The pharmaceutical industry in Kazakhstan provides a market of $550 million. So this is an ap-
propriate time for Indian pharmaceutical industries to venture there on a large scale.

Conclusion:
Soon after the collapse of the Soviet Union, Kazakhstan was considered the most potentially unstable 

post- Soviet state. Despite certain difficulties of first few years, Kazakhstan has managed to ensure economic 
and social development based on democratic priorities. Barring few incident of inter-ethnic strife, it has man-
aged to preserve stability of the country and unity of the people and happily celebrated the twenty five years 
of their independence. 

In the recent years, Kazakhstan has appeared as a deafening market with a fortunate evidence of eco-
nomic growth. This striking economic progress demonstrates the country’s success in its smooth transition to 
a market economy. The elementary changes assumed in different parts of the trade atmosphere have created 
encouraging situation for other countries that would like to enter into the Kazakh market. Yet, there linger ex-
pected challenges for cooperation with Kazakhstan because of stalking from its precedent political, economic, 
and social systems. Therefore the strength of the post Soviet Kazakhstan and prospects of cooperation with 
India will depend on its mature leadership and citizenship and a civil society that is mindful of its common 
interest and democratic principles. There is no doubt that both the countries have potential for cooperation in 
various fields.

Akhmedyanova D.K., Kurmashev A.K.

CONCEPTUAL BASIS OF KAZAKHSTAN’S FOREIGN POLICY

The place and role of the Republic of Kazakhstan in the modern world cannot be understood without 
analyzing the formation and development of the foreign policy of our state. Foreign policy activity of 
the Republic of Kazakhstan at the initial stage was oriented towards the creation of favorable macro- and 
microeconomic and political parameters for a decent entry of our state into the world community. The main 
factor in shaping the foreign policy doctrine in the early stages was the geopolitical: the territory and population 
of the republic, being landlocked country, neighboiring powers as Russia and China, the search for the contacts 
with the Muslim world and others.

Almost from independence, Kazakhstan’s leaders openly articulated their awareness of the state’s 
landlocked status and the accompanying political, economic, and security challenges. President Nursultan 
Nazarbayev and Foreign Minister Kasimzhomart Tokayev, who served as Foreign Minister (1994–1994 and 
2003–2007) and Prime Minister (1994– 2002), frequently commented on the infuence of the landlocked issue 
on Kazakhstan’s policies. In addition, the landlocked factor appeared in the young state’s national security 
documents and its formal documents on principles of foreign policy.
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In one of his early speeches laying out the basic principles of Kazakhstan’s national security strategy 
and foreign policy, Nursultan Nazarbayev asserted the influence of the state’s landlocked situation: ‘the lack of 
direct outlet to the open seas and communicative resources makes the republic’s participation in international 
economic relations difficult. ... For the development of trade and economic relations with other countries and 
the greater diversication of these relations, it’s essential that Kazakhstan secure for itself, in accordance with 
contemporary law, unimpeded access to the sea. Without the consolidation and specification of this right with 
neighbours in bilateral treaties and agreements, Kazakhstan will find itself in a dependent position, which 
could undermine not only its, but its political independence [1]. 

Nazarbayev stated that because of Kazakhstan’s lack of access to the sea, the state should devote 
special attention to developing coopera- tive relations and “complete trust with contiguous states, primarily 
with Russia and China, which, for us, are the gates to world lines of commu- nication. At the same time we 
are studying the possibility of an outlet to the Mediterranean and Black Sea via the Caspian, southward” [1].

However, sovereign Kazakhstan’s first initiatives demonstrated the international community, the policy, 
aimed not only on geopolitical interests of Kazakhstan, but, above all, its peaceful nature, aimed at creating an 
atmosphere of mutual trust and cooperation at regional and international levels, for the development of equal 
relations with all countries and international organizations. On December the 2, 1991 at the press conference 
on the results of the presidential elections Nursultan Nazarbayev first outlined Kazakhstan’s foreign policy, 
denoting its multi-vector character. «The Republic must have a reasonable balance between Europe and Asia. 
Yet, of course, the Kazakh people has deep roots with Turkic peoples [2].» As a result, as the strategic objectives 
primarily were the following:

- The creation of favorable external conditions for radical socio-economic and political reforms in 
Kazakhstan;

- Defending the national interests of the country, and above all, territorial integrity, inviolability of 
frontiers;

- The alignment of foreign policy based on partnership;
- Multi-vector nature of foreign policy [3]. 
Within one of the most important steps into the successful integration into the outer world and joining 

a number of leading countries in the matters of mutual assistance and cooperation became the refusal of the 
use of the nuclear power on the territory of the republic. More than 460 nuclear explosions were carried out 
in Kazakhstan[4]. The figure is not diminished, it is real, that is why, the abovementioned aspect became the 
most significant one in the foreign policy of the Republic of Kazakhstan. In August 1991 President Nazarbayev 
signed a historic Decree to close the Semipalatinsk nuclear test site. Since April, 1995 Kazakhstan became the 
denuclearized zone with the support of the nuclear- powerful states. In September, 1996 the Foreign Minister 
Kasyzhomart Tokayev signed the Comprehensive Nuclear Test Ban Treaty.

 The Republic of Kazakhstan sustains the Treaty of the Non-proliferation of Nuclear Weapons, which 
permits people to carry out nuclear research and use atomic energy for peaceful purposes. Nevertheless, they 
have to collaborate with the United Nations (UN) and go along with the transparency and non-proliferation 
safeguards under the International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA)[5].

It should be noted that Kazakhstan as an independent subject of international relations faced with 
completely new problems for itself: the need for an independent foreign policy, the creation of a foreign 
and defense concept, the formulation of the national security doctrine, strategic articulation of the external 
economic development, etc. Given the geopolitical situation, ethnosocial composition of the population, the 
level of industrial development, the republic’s defense capability has been recognized that dominant means in 
providing security of Kazakhstan are not military but political, and above all, a sensible balanced diplomacy.

The major objectives of the Kazakhstan’s foreign policy in the contemporary time are stated in the 
following. First of all, it is the protection of national interests, then, provision of complimentary provisions for 
political and economic development, improving the strategic collaboration with the developed countries and 
regions worldwide, developing of the assistance with the international and regional organizations, reinforcing 
the processes of democratization in the new world and endorsing both human and social development, 
contributing to global and regional security by opposing such threats as extremism, terrorism, separatism, 
drug trafficking and the organized crime, regional and global economic integration, and fortification of the 
environment [6]. 

 As for the principles of the contemporary international relations, it can be mentioned that they are 
prescribed in the documents of the most authoritative organizations, among which are the UN Charter, 
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Declaration of Principles of International Law in 1970, Final Act of the Conference on Security and Cooperation 
in Europe in 1975. Kazakhstan as a democratic republic follows the tendency to strengthen the relations among 
states on the basic principles of international law. Those are the principle of sovereign equality of states, 
principle of non-intervention into domestic affairs of other states, principle of international cooperation of 
states, principle of conscientious execution of international obligations, principle of non-usage of the force 
or threat of force, principle of inviolability of frontiers, principle of territorial integrity of states, principle 
of peaceful solution of international arguments, principle of self-determination of nations, and principle of 
respect of rights and basic freedoms of the human.

The principles helped Kazakhstan to create positive relations with around 200 countries worldwide and 
to be a part of approximately 70 international political and economic organizations, such as the Organization 
for Security and Cooperation in Europe (OSCE), the Organization of the Islamic Conference (OIC), the 
Economic Cooperation Organization (ECO), the United Nations (UN), and others. It is also worth to point 
out that Kazakhstan chaired the OSCE in 2010, and the OIC in 2011 [7]. Kazakhstan signed more than 1,300 
international and intergovernmental contracts and agreements with foreign countries both within the region 
and far abroad. 

It widely acknowledged that the way the main players in the world policy regulate interaction not only 
between them but between other states as well, has a critical value for our understanding of world policy and 
forecasting foreign policy behaviuor in the globalised world. Thus, Kazakhstan attempts to strengthen not only 
its own relations with other countries, but among its strategic partners as well. For example, Turkish Prime 
Minister Binali Yildirim appreciated Nursultan Nazarbayev personally on June 28, 2016 stating «The ice that 
was in the relations (between Russia and Turkey) has melted, thanks to the contribution of our brother countries, 
Kazakhstan and Azerbaijan, who exerted every effort to normalize relations. We express our gratitude to these 
countries» [8].

In the end, it should be mentioned that the Republic of Kazakhstan became the most developed state 
in the Central Asian region lately thanks to its improved foreign policy and growth in oil. The President of 
Kazakhstan Nursultan Nazarbayev managed to follow the balanced policy by keeping positive relations with 
such powerful countries as the United States of America, Russia, and China. 

In order to achieve the Republic of Kazakhstan’s foreign policy goals, high priority is put on further 
institutional development of the diplomatic service: training, retraining and advanced professional training of 
the diplomatic personnel; expansion of Kazakhstan’s diplomatic presence abroad and its representatives in 
international organizations. 
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