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Reading as a kind of speech foreign language activity and as an indirect form of communi-
cation is, in the opinion of many researchers, the most necessary for most people. The possibility of
direct communication with native speakers are, as a rule, relatively few, the ability to read in a for-
eign language - almost everything. That is why learning to read acts as a target dominant.



Reading is an important type of receptive (related to perception) speech activity, and master-
ing it as a full-fledged means of communication in a foreign language is one of the main practical
and communicative goals. The possession of reading presupposes a complete, deep understanding
of the foreign language text of all literary styles and genres - artistic, journalistic and scientific. In
order for reading to successfully fulfill its role as an effective means of learning, it is necessary that
it become a pleasant exercise for the student, turned into pleasure.

Reading is a complex psycho-physiological process. In his act take part visual, motor
speech, speech and analyzers. On the basis of this process,” the most complicated mechanisms of
interaction between analyzers and temporal connections of two signaling systems”. [1]

In the complex reading process, three main points can be distinguished.:

1. The perception of these words. To be able to read - this means, first of all, to be able to
spell by spell of those words that they designate. Reading begins only from the moment when a per-
son, looking at the letters, is able to pronounce, or remember, a certain word corresponding to the
combination of these letters.

It is not difficult to show that in this process of perception of letters, as symbols of a certain
word, not only vision, but also memory, imagination and the mind of a person take a large part.
When we read words, we not only add letter after letter, but by grasping one or several letters, we
immediately guess about the whole word.

2. Understanding the content associated with the read words. Each word read by us can
cause in our consciousness any changes that determine our understanding of this word. In one case
a certain, more or less bright image arises in our consciousness, in the other - some kind of feeling,
desire or abstract logical process, in the third one and the other together, in the fourth - no image
and feeling, but only a simple the repetition of the perceived word, or perhaps another word related
to it.

3. Evaluation of the written text. The ability not only to read the book, but also to take a crit-
ical look at its content is not always observed, as we know.

The motive for reading is requirement. A student who is mastering reading at first has a need
to learn to read, that is, to master the sound system and the process of reading itself - the emergence
of a word from the letters. It makes him interested. Having mastered the initial reading (literacy),
the student changes the motive of reading: he is interested in understanding what thought lies be-
hind the words. As reading progresses, the motives become more complex and the student reads in
order to learn a particular fact or phenomenon; even there are more complex needs, for example, to
know the motive of the hero's act, in order to evaluate it; find the main idea in the popular science
text, etc. Reading is directly related to oral speech. With the help of oral speech, expressiveness of
reading is practiced; when reading, means of speech expressiveness are used, as well as a coherent
oral speech for transmitting the content of the text and communication between readers.[2]

Reading skills and strategies by using background knowledge:

The following skill groups can be distinguished:

1. The ability to identify and highlight the basic information of the text, to connect the
events, to make a conclusion on the read (Understanding the main content)

2. Ability to extract complete information from the text: fully and accurately understand the
facts, highlight the information confirming something, compare the information;

3. Ability to understand the necessary information: to determine in general terms the theme
of the text, determine the genre of the text, determine the importance of information.

Students must be able to

- scan the text, i.e. find the necessary information in the text. This skill suggests that you do
not need to read everything, every word and every line; finding the word in the dictionary, numbers
in the phone book, etc.

- carry out an introductory reading of the text, including an understanding of the main con-
tent of the text, about what, on what topic. If at this stage to pay attention to all the details, then you
can get bogged down and not understand the topic and the main idea of the text.



Students will perform reading / searching (scanning) or introductory (skimming) depending
on the type of text and what information they need to get. For example, to find certain information
in the user's manual for a computer to use a function, you need to use the text scanning method to
find a word in a dictionary or a number in the phone book. And in order to understand what this or
that article in the journal is about, it is first necessary to carry out superficial reading or viewing
reading. It may consist of reading the heading, subheadings, first paragraph sentences.

Reading with full understanding, whether it is language or content, is different from the
skills mentioned above. In doing this kind of reading, students focus on the minute details contained
in the text to gain absolute understanding. The teacher’s task is not only to encourage students to
read or search for a reading, but also to make them see which way of reading will be more im-
portant in a particular case.[3]

A modern technique shows reading skill as an automated ability to sound a printed
text, suggesting an awareness of the idea of the perceived work and the development of its own atti-
tude to the read. In turn, such reading activity presupposes the ability to think over the text before
the beginning of reading, in the process of reading and after the completion of reading. It is this
“thoughtful reading,” based on a perfect reading skill, that becomes a means of familiarizing a child
with the cultural tradition, immersing himself in the world of literature, and developing his person-
ality. At the same time, it is important to remember that reading skills are the key to successful
learning in primary and secondary schools, as well as a reliable means of orientation in the powerful
flow of information that modern man has to face.

In the technique it is customary to characterize the reading skill, naming four of its qualities:
correctness, fluency, consciousness and expressiveness.

The correctness is defined as a smooth reading without distortion, affecting the meaning of
the read.

Fluency is the speed of reading that determines reading comprehension. This speed is meas-
ured by the number of characters read per unit of time (usually the number of words per 1 minute).

Consciousness of reading in the methodological literature of recent times is interpreted as an
understanding of the author's intention, an awareness of artistic means that help realize this idea,
and an understanding of his own attitude to what he reads.

Expressiveness is the ability by means of oral speech to convey to the audience the main
idea of the work and its own attitude towards it.[4]

All these qualities are interrelated and interdependent. Without proper sounding of graphic
signs, it is impossible to understand individual units of text, without understanding the meaning of
each unit, their connection cannot be understood, and without an internal connection of individual
text components there will be no awareness of the idea of the work. In turn, the understanding of the
general meaning of the work helps the correct reading of its individual elements, and the correct
reading and understanding of the text become the basis for the expressiveness of reading. Fluency,
being the pace of reading, under certain conditions becomes a means of expression. Thus, the prepa-
ration of the reader should be based on the simultaneous work on all four qualities of reading skills.
This approach is being implemented already in the period of literacy training. More importantly,
such a system of work is kept in mind during the lesson when reading artistic texts.

In conclusion, reading is of practical value at any level of development, and at the middle
and senior level of teaching a foreign language it is called upon to play significant role in mastering
reading as a type of speech activity and increasing the level of proficiency in language forms using
basic knowledge. Reading is an important means of accumulating vocabulary and developing
speaking skills. It contributes to the development of skills free, fast reading. Depending on the type
of reading, tasks are selected according to the text, which are always preceded by pre-text tasks and
questions to which students must find answers in the process of reading. An accessible, understand-
able language of texts in combination with the task of searching for certain information, as well as a
fascinating plot, create conditions for direct understanding of the text and perception of basic
knowledge.



Literature
AnucumoB B.M., AngpeeBa K.E., CoxopyroBa JI.B. Meronuka mnpenogaBaHus
MHOCTApHHOTO fA3bIKa B HaYaJIbHBIX Kiaccax. Skyrck: 2001.
OmopoxoBa M.U. CoBepiieHCTBOBaHUE YTEHUS MIAAIIUX HIKOJIBHUKOB — M.: 1997.
Jeromy Harmer How to teach English. Berymnenune k npaktuke oOyueHHs! aHTIUHCKOMY
a3bIKy. M31n-Bo JIonrma
CeernoBckass H.H. Metoauka oOyueHus 4TeHUIo: uTo 3T0 Takoe?// HavanpHas mikona,
2005. Ne2.
O.J1. Ky3bmenko. JlomaiiHee 4TeHUe Kak BUJ PEUEBOM NEATEIBLHOCTH U CpeAcTBO. OOmiast
METOIMKa 00y4EHHUs] HHOCTPAHHBIM sI3bIKaM. XpecToMaTtus”’, cTp. 241.



