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воинов, тем самым вдохновляя их. Авторы статьи стремятся доказать, что осознание 

образовательной и воспитательной ценности национальных эпосов и дастанов способствует 

развитию любви к Родине, народу и родному искусству.  

Ключевые слова: эпос, дастан, патриотизм, патриотическое воспитание. 

 

PATRIOTIC MOTIFS AND CIVIC TONES IN KAZAKH EPICS AND DASTANS 

Duisenbayev A.K., Candidate of Pedagogical Sciences, Associate Professor  

Baltymova M.R., Candidate of Philological Sciences, Associate Professor 

Al-Farabi Kazakh National University,  

Almaty, Kazakhstan  

Abstract. This article explores the educational and moral significance of Kazakh epics and dastans 

as a fundamental factor in shaping national identity. It highlights their role in fostering patriotism and 

ethical values. Kazakh epics and dastans have immense educational, spiritual-aesthetic, and patriotic 

importance. During times of war, zhyrshy (epic poets) served as wise advisors to khans, biys, and military 

leaders, accompanied them on campaigns, guided tribes, and glorified heroism through their verses, thereby 

inspiring warriors. The authors of this article argue that understanding the educational and moral value of 

national epics and dastans enhances one's love for their homeland, people, and native art.  

Keywords: epic, dastan, patriotism, patriotic education. 
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Anton Pavlovich Chekhov was a playwright and short story writer, a native of 

Russia, who is considered one of the masters of short fiction and one of the greatest 

playwrights in history. Over the course of his career, he created a portfolio of classic 

works, including four major plays and numerous short stories. Chekhov practiced as a 

doctor throughout his career, famously stating: «Medicine is my lawful wife, and 

literature is my mistress». 

His work on all four plays challenges both performers and audiences, as it 

replaces traditional action with what is often described as «theater of mood» and «life 

submerged in text» [1, p. 155]. 

Initially, Chekhov wrote stories to earn money, but as his artistic ambitions grew, 

he began crafting innovative stories that influenced the evolution of modern short 

fiction. Anton Pavlovich Chekhov also sought to address pressing issues in his own 

way. His play «The Cherry Orchard» became a unique culmination of his long creative 

journey. «The Cherry Orchard» is a multifaceted work in which Chekhov touched on 

numerous issues that remain relevant to this day. However, the main question is, of 

course, the question of contradictions between the old and new generations. These 

contradictions form the basis of the dramatic conflict in the play. Representatives of 

the new society oppose the fading world of the nobility. Chekhov does not endow the 

representatives of the nobility with the despotic traits we see in the works of other 

authors. Ranevskaya and Gaev appear before readers as honest and kind people. 

Speaking of Ranevskaya, Chekhov characterized her as a «good, very good» woman. 
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Lopakhin speaks of her gratefully [2, p. 15]. Pyotr Trofimov expresses gratitude to 

Lyubov Andreevna for accepting the «eternal student». Ranevskaya and Gaev 

sincerely treat their servants. But all the positive characteristics of the owners of the 

cherry orchard contradict their dependent way of life. «To possess living souls—after 

all, it has transformed all of you», says Petya Trofimov about them. In earlier versions, 

instead of the word «transformed», a more categorical term was used—«corrupted». 

Ranevskaya and Gaev cannot do anything on their own; they always need someone's 

help. The absurdity of this condition is conveyed by Chekhov through the behavior of 

these characters. The natural kindness of Ranevskaya cannot bring joy [3, p. 182]. The 

nature of the action, genre values, compositional techniques, guiding principles of 

worldview, methods of symbolization and generalization, parameters of space and 

time, principles of character development, and communicative features of Chekhov's 

dramaturgy in «The Cherry Orchard» are perhaps more vividly manifested than in any 

other play by this author. «The Cherry Orchard» completes the circle of Anton 

Chekhov's Theater, approaching in its poetics the miniatures of his own vaudeville. At 

the same time, the well-known crystallization of the figurative properties of Chekhov's 

play paradoxically coincided with the deepening of discrepancies and contradictions in 

its interpretation. Even after the play was performed publicly and the clear discrepancy 

in the understanding of «The Cherry Orchard» became a theatrical reality, Chekhov 

continued to turn to Knipper. «Why is my play so persistently called a drama on posters 

and in newspaper advertisements? Nemirovich and Alekseev do not see in my play 

what I wrote, and I am ready to give any word that they have never carefully read my 

play» [4, p. 356]. Since then, «The Cherry Orchard» has been read and reread countless 

times, each time revealing new layers of meaning. I will try to carefully read some 

pages of the work in connection with the specific circumstances that accompanied its 

creation and existence. But first, let's look at the poster for «The Cherry Orchard». The 

list of actors draws attention to the record number of significant characters from the 

lower class—Chekhov's serfs. Looking ahead, I note that from the point of view of 

dramatic functions, they are all clowns [5]. Clowns and characters with clownish 

functions are present in almost all of Chekhov's plays. Meanwhile, in «The Cherry 

Orchard», almost all of its characters are clowns. Absolute clowns: Simeonov-

Pishchik, Charlotte Ivanovna, Epikhodov, Firs, Yasha, Dunyasha. Characters with 

clownish traits include Ranevskaya and Gaev (the latter showing a clear tendency 

toward absolute clowning). Anya and Trofimov are no more and no less than a pair of 

simple comic lovers. Trofimov's pitiful monologues often sound like paraphrases of 

Gaev's clownish monologues, and Anya, as we know from Chekhov himself, is a 

«child, cheerful to the end». In her own way, a «child» (socially) and her Petya, 

according to Ranevskaya's observations, do not know real, practical life. The «eternal 

student» role is, of course, comical. Finally, the relationship between Varya and 

Lopakhin also passes through a comic interpretation and is connected with the central 

situation of Gogol's «Marriage». For Chekhov, such transparent associations are never 

accidental. The fate of Chekhov's «The Cherry Orchard» is remarkable: despite the 

simplicity and obviousness of its content, for over a century, starting from its first 

production at the Moscow Art Theater during the writer's lifetime to this day, debates 

about the play, which possesses a special way of generating meaning, continue. In this 
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search for the true authorial intention, the question of the genre construct is perhaps the 

most fundamental. It is well known how vehement, even furious, Chekhov's 

disagreement was with the Moscow Art Theater's interpretation of the play's genre as 

a drama. He wrote to Knipper: «Why is my play so persistently called a drama on 

posters and in newspaper advertisements? Nemirovich and Alekseev do not see in my 

play what I wrote, and I am ready to give any word that they have never carefully read 

my play» [6, p. 5]. 

Chekhov took on the responsibility of supporting his entire family and paying 

for their education by writing sketches, short comedic vignettes of everyday life, and 

traditional Russian modern stories under pseudonyms such as «Antosha Chekhonte» 

and «Man Without a Spleen». His well-crafted work gradually earned him a reputation 

as a writer who satirically depicted life on the streets of Russia. In 1882, he wrote 

«Fragments», which belonged to Nikolai Leykin, one of the leading publishers of that 

era. "Recognition can make Chekhov," as it was revealed that he often wrote with 

particular care, heavily and constantly revising his work. The recommendations of 

Grigory Norvich continued to inspire ambitious, artistic, serious people at the age of 

twenty-six [7, p. 127]. In 1981, playwright Tennessee Williams adapted «The Seagull» 

as Trigorin's notebook, and Mikhail Chekhov, the nephew of Anton, was also deeply 

involved in modern drama, particularly in showcasing its uniqueness, which developed 

the idea of Slavic skiing. 

Ernest Hemingway, another writer influenced by Chekhov, expressed 

indignation: «Chekhov wrote a great six-story novel, but he is an amateur writer», 

while Vladimir Nabokov criticized Chekhov but also stated: «but it is his work that I 

would send to another planet», calling «The Lady with the Dog» «the greatest story 

ever written» in describing problematic relationships. Chekhov wrote: «how one 

person relates to another is the most important thing in life, slowly and without 

breaking the tone, dim the light a little». 

 Chekhov's works have been adapted for the screen, including «The Seagull» by 

Sidney Lumet and «Vanya on 42nd Street» by Louis Malle. Laurence Olivier's last 

attempt as a director was an adaptation of «The Three Sisters» in the 1970s, in which 

he played a minor role. His work also inspired or was referenced in several films, such 

as Andrei Tarkovsky's «The Mirror» (1975), where the characters mention his stories 

«Ward No. 6». Woody Allen was influenced by Chekhov and referenced his works in 

films like «Love and Death» (1975), «Interiors» (1978), and «Hannah and Her Sisters» 

(1986). Chekhov's plays are also mentioned in François Truffaut's «The Last Metro» 

(1980), which is set in a theater performing «The Cherry Orchard». The play «Crimes 

of Henry» (2011) features a staging of «The Three Sisters», and the 2014 film «Still 

Alice» references Chekhov's works [8, p. 27]. 
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Для казахстанской литературы XX–XXI веков характерна новая эстетика, 

которая характеризуется сплавом традиционного, мифологического, 

психологического, а культура, принадлежащая конкретному этносу, предстает в 

новом свете – «сквозь призму» общечеловеческого культурного поля, которое, 

по наблюдению С. М. Алтыбаевой, живет в сознании двуязычных казахстанских 

авторов, что неизбежно отражается в виде полифоничности и семантической 

многослойности их текстов [1, с. 78].  

Важным в этой связи становится изучение интертекстуальной 

составляющей произведений казахстанской литературы, ее связей с другими 

национальными литературами и в целом мировым культурным наследием. При 

этом в качестве интертекстуальности мы рассматриваем любое взаимодействие 

исследуемого текста с другими текстами как частью национального или 

общекультурного фона [2, с. 6]. Благодаря этому оригинальные, заимствованные, 

«подсмотренные на стороне» сюжеты, образы, мотивы и т.п. вкрапления 

образуют «мифологическую инфраструктуру» (термин С. М. Алтыбаевой) 

произведений, их вобравших или в той или иной мере отразивших. 

В нашей статье мы предпринимаем попытку выявить и проанализировать 

интертекстуальный фон прозы Ануара Алимжанова на примере рассказа-очерка 

«Повесть о пахаре». В нём автор рисует образ особенного человека – рисовода 

Ибрая Жахаева, выстраивая биографическое описание не одних лишь фактах из 

жизни этого труженика, но создает многомерный живой образ в контексте его 

окружения и во взаимодействии с окружающим миром.  
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