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closed and general question. We think it would not be superfluous to conduct an interview among
several students and find out full answers about why it is difficult for them.

Difficulties in learning professional English include understanding industry-specific
jargon, adapting to different accents, maintaining the right level of formality in communication,
and keeping up with fast-paced conversations in meetings and emails». It is concluded that it is
not so much difficult for people to learn complex words, but rather difficult for them to use them
in real life, and there is a fear of using them correctly. Most often, people have problems with
speech, they seem to know all the words and phraseological units, but they cannot use them in
speech. According to the above answers, students lack practice and an immersive environment for
full progress. Now we live in the newest times, where everything is developing and the topic of
artificial intelligence is very relevant now. According to the findings of our research some
recommendations to learn specialized vocabulary are given. They are:

v You can develop programs yourself and take some special exercises to improve your
professional language.

v You can role-play situations that are common in the tourism industry, such as making a
hotel reservation, giving directions to tourists, or recommending local attractions.

v Watch travel videos and movies. This will not only improve your listening skills, but will
also expose you to different accents and contexts.

v Continue learning. This is an ongoing process, so it is important to stay motivated and
practice regularly. It is worth following current trends in tourism, attending seminars and
participating in language exchange programs.

Conclusion

Learning specialized English language skills is the key to success in the tourism industry in the
context of a globalized economy. Effective English communication has a direct impact on
enhancing customer satisfaction and tourist experience. In addition, it provides tourism
professionals with greater career opportunities and professional mobility. By investing in
specialized English language training, tourism enterprises are able to be more competitive and
receive more tourists that are international. Finally, focusing on English skills for specialists leads
to a richer and more successful tourism industry. The research of this topic can significantly
develop the tourism industry and the consciousness to solve this problem for the further progress.
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Abstract. The significance of critical thinking is especially pertinent in the information-digital
era. Critical thinking as the ability to critically analyze, assess and reflect encompasses the
processes of decision-making and personal stance formation. The study focuses on enhancing
critical thinking skills through the activities designed on the basis of autochthonous texts.

Key words: critical thinking, autochthonous literary text, analytical skill, text interpretation, EFL
classroom

Anparna. CelHH TYpFBIJIaH OiJiay KaOiIeTiHIH MaHBI3bUIBIFBI aKMapaTThIK-IIH(PIBIK 19yipae
epeKile e3eKTIIKKe ne 6onaapl. ChIHM TYpFBIAAH OWJIay CHIHM TYPFBIIAH Tanjay, Oarajiay jkoHe
peduekcuss KabuleTi peTiHAe IIewmiM KaObuigay J>KOHE KEeKe YCTaHBIM/bl KaJbIITACThIPY
MIPOLIECTEPIH KAMTHUIbI. 3€PTTEYI1H HEri3ri OarbIThl aBTOXTOH/bI MOTIHAEP HETI31HJE KYpbUIFaH
TarcelpMaap apKblibl CbIHM OMJIay bl 1aMbITY OOJIBII TaObLIAIbI.

Tyiiin ce3aep: CbIHM TYpFbIIaH Oilslay, aBTOXTOH/AbI KOPKEM MOTiH, aHAJMTUKAIBIK Jafabl,
MoTiHaI TyciHaipy, EFL cabarb

AHHOTanus. Ba)kxHOCTb yMEHUSI KPUTHUECKH MBICIUTH MPUOOpETaeT 0CoOyI0 aKTyaJbHOCTh B
nH(pOPMaMOHHHO-IIUPPOBYIO 310Xy. KpuTHueckoe MbIIIJIeHHE KaK CIOCOOHOCTh KPUTHYECKH
aHaJM3UPOBATh, OICHUBATh U PE(IEKCHPOBATH, OXBATHIBACT MPOLIECCHl MPUHATHUS PELICHUN U
(dopMupoBaHus TUYHON MO3UIUU. DOKYCOM HCCIIEAOBAaHUS SBISIETCS Pa3BUTHE KPUTUUECKOTO
MBIIIJIEHUS [TOCPEACTBOM 3a1aHUH, CO3JaHHBIX Ha OCHOBE aBTOXTOHHBIX TEKCTOB.

KiroueBbie cJj0Ba: KpPUTHYECKOE MBIIIICHNE,  ABTOXTOHHBIM XYJ0KECTBEHHBIH TEKCT,
AHAJIMTHYCCKUI HABBIK, HHTEPIIPETAIIUS TEKCTa, aHTJIMN CKHUiT A3bIK Kak HHOCTpaHHbIi ( EFL)

Introduction

In the contemporary world, which is increasingly saturated with information and digital
technology, the ability to think critically and interpret information competently is a pivotal skill
for achieving personal fulfilment. Critical thinking, defined as the ability to critically analyze and
evaluate information proceeding the generation of judgements and/or decision making, is formed
and developed in language learning (native, foreign) in the light of the competence-based learning
model (Pavlova et al., 2023). This approach involves the integration of recognized educational
technologies, including problem-based learning (PBL) and task-based learning (TBL), in
conjunction with information technology and the development of digital environments (Pavlova
et al., 2023; Zhang, 2022). Furthermore, fiction continues to serve as a significant repository for
the cultivation of critical thinking skills. The incorporation of autochthonous literary texts
(henceforth referred to as ALT) into language learning is evidenced in the extant research as
resulting in a substantial enhancement of language proficiency, alongside the development of
analytical reasoning skills, the ability to analyze from diverse perspectives, and the construction
of inferences (Sage, 1987; Zhang, 2022). So, how effectively can the potential of ALT be utilised
in the English language classroom? What kind of tasks based on such texts contribute to the
development of critical thinking?

The present research is aimed at investigating the integration of autochthonous literary
texts in the EFL context, as well as sharing some suggestions on creation of the fiction-based
activities designed to cultivate students’critical thinking skills.
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Materials and Methods

The material of the study comprised fragments of autochthonous works of Kazakh writers
presented in the Anthology of Kazakh Prose in English (Contemporary Kazakh Literature: Prose,
2019) and exercises developed on the basis of these texts (Shakhputova et al., 2024). The
methodological basis of the study was formed by critical analysis of scientific sources on the topic
under consideration and cognitive-discursive analysis of fragments of autochthonous fiction text.

Results and Discussion
Autochthonous literary text as a source of critical reading

The critical reading of a fiction text is a multifaceted process involving the perception of
the text, the comprehension of what has been read, the analysis of the statements and actions of
characters, the description of phenomena, situations, processes, and their evaluation. This
ultimately leads to the understanding of its deep meanings and the adequate interpretation of the
content. Pavlova et al. (2023) define this process as a sequence of stages of evoking,
comprehension and reflection. Corresponding to this view, these stages can be described as
follows. At the initial stage, the text is perceived, evoking images in the recipient's consciousness.
This initial reflection of the text through images is then experienced, comprehended in accordance
with the reader's life experience, and incorporated into their semantic field. Finally, there is a
process of mental decomposition of the text content into its components and their mental
connection into a whole (Shakhputova et al., 2022). This process of comprehending the meanings
of signs transmitted by the author to his reader is interpreted by Ricoeur (2008) as text
comprehension. This process of decoding the author's message by the reader is an interpretation
based on the critical analysis of the key concepts of the text taking into account the cultural and
historical context.

ALT is a significant source with infinite potential for analysis and interpretation. It
constitutes a distinctive ethno-cultural realm, marked by a rich variety of images, meanings and
emotions. The content of such texts, characterized by its use of imagery and expressiveness, is
playful in nature and engages the reader first in an artistic experience, then in an analytical process.
“The integration of language, culture and literature in a cohesive framework is essential for
cultivating ‘critical understanding of language', 'historical and political awareness', 'social
sensitivity and aesthetic appreciation’, in addition to fostering interpretative competencies and
‘functional language abilities” (Calafato, 2023, p. 80). In the contemporary context, literature is
distinguished by its capacity to challenge readers, inspiring independent interpretation, learning,
and creativity, and generating new understandings of language, culture, and, indeed, literature
(Hall, 2020). As Hall (2020) asserts, literature's value in these new circumstances lies in its
capacity to challenge readers, inspiring independent interpretations, learning, and creativity, and
generating new understandings of language, culture, and, indeed, literature (p. 7).

The benefits of incorporating fiction texts within foreign language education have been
highlighted by many scholars (Sage, 1987; Lazar, 2009; Hall, 2020; Calafato, 2023). Among the
myriad advantages, including linguistic, sociocultural and motivational factors, the primary benefit
is the fostering of critical literacy through the practice of reflective reading. Critical thinking as a
higher-order thinking skill encompasses logical, analytical and metacognitive abilities (Stefanova
& Bobkina, 2017), thereby fostering the development of creative thinking and problem-solving
skills. To cultivate these skills, text fragments reflecting ethno-cultural traditions and customs,
mentality and conceptual values of the Kazakh people, have been selected from the literary works
of Kazakh writers. Subsequent to this, a series of practical activities grounded in ALT potential
have been created. Preliminary tasks include exercises designed to facilitate immersion in the
historical and cultural context, involving familiarization with writers and their literary works, in
addition to engaging with prescribed exercises. The contextualization of the work can also be
presented in the form of a picture created with the assistance of Al technology or a short video clip
sourced from YouTube.
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(Shakhputova et al., 2024)

2.2Scan the QR code. Watch the video “Short history of yurts” and answer the

questions:
D0

1.What was a traditional yurl made from?
J
oA

2. Tow does the yurt differ from other types of dwelling?

3. Where docs the word “yurt” come from?

4, What material is used today to install the yort?

5. What does the shape of a yurt represent?

6. Are there any differences between a Kazakh vurt and a
Kyrgyz one?

7. Why have yurts become more popular recently?

All activities are designed in accordance with two fundamental principles: the "From Simple to
Complex" and "Present-Practice-Produce” models. Adherence to these principles allows for the
differentiation of all activities as pre-, while- or post-reading tasks. These activities correspond to
the various learning types delineated by Bloom's Taxonomy.

Original and revised representations of Bloom's leaming taxonamy.

Image Source: Forehand, Mary. Bloom's taxenomy:

Qriginal and revised.

[http://sop.oie.rice.eduw/1 CourseGoals/Blooms_Bricting.pdf]

REME UNDERS APP ANA EVAL CRE
MBER TAND LY LYZE UVATE R ATE
Count Associate Add Analy Apprnas ST
Define Compute Appl e S ‘s
Descnib Convert » Calculate Avvan Asvess Qo
e Defend Change Be Compare me Comgate
Draw Discuss Classify Breakdown Conclude Comgprase
Identify | Distinguish Complete Combine Contrast Qureate
Label Estimate Compute Design Cuticase Drive
List Explain Demonstrate | Detect Cuntuque Desig
Match Extend Discover Develop Deoteimine n
Name Extrapolate Divide Diagram Gruade Do
Outline | Generalize Examine Diftferentiate Integpe | ©
Point Give Graph Discriminate | t tapla
Quote examples Infer Interpolate 1lustrate Judpe in Gencrate
Read Paraphrase | Manipulate Infer Justity Guronp
Recall Predict Nodity Outli Neasume Inteprate
Recite Rewrite Opemte ne Rank AModiy
R i S ize Prepare Point Rate Ouder
Record Produce out Relate Support Oupa
Repeat Show Select Test nise
Reproduce Solve | Separate Man
Select Subtract Subdivide Prose
State Translate Ultilize ribe Mopuose
Write Use Reanange
Reconstiuet
Related
Reorgantze
Revixe
Rowrt
to

(see: Shakhputova et al., 2017).

At higher thinking level, the exercises represent thought-provoking questions and moral dilemmas
to resolve, like: “What would you do/say, if ... ?” Learners are encouraged to do research (e.g.:
“Find out what the Wiki says?”, “Google it!”, etc). In this section, the implementation of the
present-practice-produce principle will be considered, as demonstrated in a series of exercises
based upon a segment of the narrative 'Death of a Borzoi' by M. Magauin (Contemporary Kazakh

Literature: Prose. 2019).

140



Part 3. Reading

«'A man following in the footsteps of his ancestors will hone his arrows sharp’,

3.1 Look at the photo and say what breed of dog Is described fn M. Magauln's e aksakal Omar repeated and paused. The late Amir, Kazy s father, was a 2igit among
pe REE B RTIY Zigits. And he kept superb borzoi dogs. So, fleet that they ran down a fox like a
‘""T Death of a Borzoi” and 52y “) itis appmlaltd b\ Kazakh pﬂlpk" whirlwind — not borzois, but panthers. E-eh, you wouldn t believe it from anyone else
until you could see it for yoursell Now you want to make all the livestock
thoroughbreds. I can Y undertake to speak about livestock. but even in ancient times the
Kazakhs had the very purest thoroughbred hunting dogs. Mamayj, for instance, had a
hunting dog called Beskara. The son of a certain baj offered him five mares with their
Joals for the dog, but the stubborn man still wouldnt swap. And after that, that was
what the borzoi was called - Beskara, in the sense of five head of livestock’, although
the dog had its own name before then. As I recall, he was grey, with dark stripes - a
real tiger. He had such a deep, broad and mighty chest that he didnt lie down on his
beily, but only on his side. He had a huge head with powerful cheekbones. No other
dog could compare with Beskara in size. Believe it or not — it § up to you — but wise
men whose fame runs from region fo region or daring batyrs who know not the same
Sfear as other mortals, are born among people. Allah is great! And just so among
animals there are some who stand out from their brethren from the day of their birth.
Beskara was such a dog. My winter meadow and Mamaj 5 were next to each other; so
I saw him with my own eyes: in one winter Beskara took thirteen wolves. And as for
hares and foxes — there was no counting them. He even often went after the wild
mountain sheep. Later Mamaj kept a grey borzoi bitch ar home, he said she was from

3.2 Read the passage from Mukhfar \hganln‘s story “Death 0[ a Borgoi” and Beskara. The borzoi bitch lived to a great old age and died in the year the war ended,
3 - ; . in spring. She sensed that death was close and went away, no one knows where to.
answer the questions: People are right when they say, A good dog doesnt want to be seen dead. Mamaj was

in mowrning for days. When some men dte, their families dont grieve as much for them.
And to tell the truth, although she wasnt Beskara, that borzoi bitch was the genuine

|, What does the puppy ook like? article. You can? find thoroughbreds like that now. How couid people ever find the time
Y Why did ) i hav: v 1 hic ) to look afler a dog properly, or keep a hunting bird...." "Yes, that s the way of it’, satd
5 “h) did .\(allh‘lj ave to gve the PUpPY © hlb relative’ Kazy. 'Who would pasture the state’s livestock then, and mow the hay...' A cough
3, Why did the hero ask the aksakal to assess his pllp])\’.’ erupting from deep inside Kazy s chest choked off his breathing and he left the phrase
ot tae bealr i ) R unfinished. <....>
4. What was the HW PfOllllSt‘d‘fOI the puppy evaluation? . The puppy, completely gorged on bauyrsaks and sugar, suddenly yapped as if in
5. What Kazakh traditions can be identified in the given extract? Do they function  approval of her words. ‘That old age for you', said Omay, shaking his head. I started
todav? talking about one thing and switched over onto something else... What was it I was
¥i talking about?"

3.3 Choose the appropriate descriptions to the characters in the story:

Characters Descriptions

1. Adil a. a man who pressures Mamaj to give him a Borzoi puppy, claiming
it's a tradition

2. Omar b. jokes about the conversation topic and comments on the value of the
Borzoi puppy

3. Kazy c. an elderly man with knowledge of dogs and hunting, tells a story
about a legendary Borzoi named Beskara.

4. Mamaj [d. the late Amir's son and a hunting enthusiast, who owns a Borzoi
puppy.

5. Esenzol |e.known for his liking for dogs and passing on the tradition of hunting

3.4 Review the text again and define how the characters are related to each other.
Work out the meaning of nagashy and zhien.

3.5 Pair work. Using the information from the text, discuss the specific relations
between nagashy and ghien. What Kazakh old-fashioned tradition representing
the nagashy-zhien relationship is mentioned in the text?

(Shakhputova et al., 2024)

As demonstrated above, the exercises illustrate the incremental engagement of the learner in the
production of speech. In this context, the presentation of characters and their relationships is based
on the text, in which new words and concepts are practised. Discussion, as a form of task, fosters
interaction and communication among learners. For instance, the following exercise can be used
to stimulate reflection, reasoning and interpretation.
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4.2. Food for thought

The reading passage in the text mentioned “Omne drop of poison infects a whole
cauldron of wine*”. How do you understand it? What equivalent proverb exists within
Kazalh culture that parallels popular sayings? How can you connect this proverb with
the story about two young people who loved each other despite the law of the steppes?

4.3. Listening. Scan QR code and waich the video about *Seven ancestors™.
Answer questions below.

1. What is seven generations? What information do yvou possess
regarding this topic?

2. Why should Kazakh people know their seven ancestors?

3. Is it accurate that one should not tie the knot until the seventh
generation has passed?

4. Do vou know your seven ancestors? Do you think that evervone
knows them well these days?

(Shakhputova et al., 2024)

It is worth noting that exercises where learners need to introduce context from their own
lives are particularly effective in today's context of widespread use of Al tools such as Chat GPT.
Such assignments not only allow for objective assessment of learner achievement, but also for
observing the development and improvement of critical analysis and interpretation skills. Zhang
(2022) further emphasizes that interactive and student-centred approaches in language education
are crucial, and that incorporating critical thinking strategies into English language teaching, in
conjunction with enhancing cognitive skills and language proficiency, equips students with the
essential competencies for effective learning and a successful future professional life (Zhang,
2022).

Conclusion

The advantages of integrating fictional texts in the EFL classroom have been
acknowledged by many scholars. As demonstrated by Calafato (2023), educators who possess both
high literary competence and creativity employ literature as a medium to cultivate critical thinking
and interpretative abilities, notwithstanding the constraints imposed by institutional frameworks.
Critical thinking, defined as the ability to analyze, evaluate and interpret, facilitates logically sound
decision-making and the expression of one's own opinion on the issue at hand. This is especially
important in today's conditions of oversaturation of information and intensive introduction of Al
into all spheres of life. Tasks that are creatively constructed on the basis of an autochthonous
literary text can serve as an effective tool for the formation, development and improvement of
critical thinking skills.
This article was prepared under the grant project AP23488481, entitled “Value priorities in the
linguistic consciousness of Kazakhstani people: socio-psycholinguistic and cognitive-discursive
approaches”.
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Ty#ingeme: byn 3eprrey KazakcTaHaplk OKyIIBLIAPABIH CHIHU OHJIay JaFabLIApPBIH
JIaMBITYJIaFbl MOJIGHU TYPFbIAa Oelfimaenren arbUIbH Tl OKBITYAbIH (ELT) pemin 3eprreiii.
XKaprputaii SKCIEPUMEHTTIK OMICTI KOJJIaHa OTBIPBIN, MOACHH Ma3MYHIBI KipIKTipiIreH
cabaKTapabl ©TKEH CTYJEHTTEp MEH CTaHAapTThl OKy OarjapiiaMacbhlH YCTaHFaH CTYACHTTEp
CaNBICTRIPbUIIABI. HoTmkenep KepceTKeHJeld, MoIEHH WHTErpalsl ChbIHM Oijay, TUIIIK
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